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Jewish-American Defense Agencies: A Study 


INCE THE 1959-1960 ouTBREAK of anti- 

Semitic vandalism and desecration, a 

calm has appeared on the Jewish hori- 
zon. On the world scene, Arab-Israel hostili- 
ties have been limited to the forum of 
United Nations debate, and the great issue 
is not what others are doing to Jews, but 
paradoxically, what the Jews will do to their 
enemy and captive, Adolf Eichmann. The 
swastika surge in Germany and other Euro- 
pean countries seems to have subsided. In 
America, except for the few lingering and 
episodic incidents of anti-Semitic delin- 
quency, the trend has obviously been towards 
a peaceful adjustment between the Jewish 
community and its American environ.’ In 
fact, Jews in this country have achieved a 
social mobility and degree of acceptance 
never paralleled in history. Virtually every 
sphere of American life has in its midst Jews 
who have reached distinction, and “Overt 
anti-Semitic activity is a sporadic and iso- 
lated phenomenon.” 

Particularly in this period of calm and 
reassessment, is it important to take note of 
the causal factors that have helped make the 
status of Jews in this country reach the pres- 
ent all-time high. Certainly, the tendency 
towards standardization and conformity that 
is prevalent among both Jews and Gentiles 
and that leads towards a “homogenized 
society” is a factor that must be given rec- 
ognition. Obviously an enlightened and _ta- 
tional approach to the Jewish people on the 
part of the Gentile world is another basic 
cause. But a fair evaluation that views the 
specifics as well as the generalities must take 
into account the day-to-day work and prog- 
ress in the inter-group efforts of our national 
Jewish organizations which champion the 
civil rights and social acceptance of the 
Jewish community. 


N 


By SAMUEL I. COHEN 


Certainly one of the great features of con- 
temporary Jewish communal life, the Jewish 
community relations agencies, have made 
historic achievements in the protection and 
promotion of Jews and Jewish life. The eight 
major “defense” or “community relations” 
agencies (American Jewish Committee, Anti- 
Defamation League, American Jewish Con- 
gress, Jewish Labor Committee, Jewish War 
Veterans, Union of Orthodox Jewish Con- 
gregations, United Synagogue of America, 
and the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations), and their national coordinating 
agency, the National Community Relations 
Advisory Council with its fifty-one affiliated 
local community councils—all of these keep 
vigilant watch and make sure that Jewish 
rights and interests are not interfered with 
by governmental, business, civic, or social 
groups.* 

These agencies, with their compendium 
of histories, ideologies, and problems, may 
or may not be credited by posterity with the 
achievement of today’s civil and social status 
enjoyed by Jews. They may in fact come 
under fire for their separate ways and cleav- 
ages. It may even be said that their achieve- 
ments were possible in spite of the broad 
Jewish population. First, the mass of the 
American Jewish community is only vaguely 
aware of the work and successes of these 

“watch-dog” agencies. Secondly, as if to add 
insult to injury, criticism of their programs 
is regularly submitted by leadership repre- 
senting the full spectrum of Jewish life. 

From right to left, Orthodoxy justly de- 
mands a greater concern with the protection 
and sensitivity of those who observe and 
respect religious law and tradition; the Con- 
servatives very appropriately ask that the 
work of community relations be centered in 
the synagogue and that such work should 
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take on the character of synagogue-activity. 
The Reform-minded want an emphasis to 
be placed on the interpretation of Judaism 
to the outside world. Some organizations 
express their special emphasis within the 
framework of the NCRAC; others, like the 
American Jewish Committee and the Anti- 
Defamation League, show it by withdrawing 
afhliation; and still others, like the National 
Council of Young Israel and the Union of 
Orthodox Rabbis, insist on pursuing their 
limited community relations programs with- 
out ever having entered affiliation. 

Paradoxically, it often appears that all of 
the organizations are highly successful with 
their community relations work among 
Protestants and Catholics, but terribly defi- 
cient when working with other Jewish organ- 
izations. This chronic disorder is, of course, 
the subject of much concern. Professor Rob- 
ert M. Maclver, in a celebrated 1952 report 
on the national Jewish Community Rela- 
tions Agencies says: 

It was proper enough that differences of ideology 
should create separate organizations for the promo- 
tion of the respective beliefs and positions of the 
participants. But it seemed highly undesirable that 
these differences should distract and divide the 
efforts devoted to a primary objective that concerned 
the well-being, the status, and even the integrity of 
the Jewish folk as they strove for social equity and 
civil rights. While this argument still holds, another 
argument was added with the great developments of 
agency programs in the past decade. The new argu- 
ment was the excessive cost as well as the waste of 
energy resulting from the duplication of services and 
the internal conflicts attributed to the lack of coor- 
dinated or cooperative action.5 

Although Maclver’s report indicates that 
some areas of cooperation and coordination 
have been achieved through the medium of 
the NCRAC, his conclusions and recom- 
mendations point all too clearly to the fact 
that the “needless duplication of programs” 
continues to exist despite incidents of inte- 
grated efforts such as the working agree- 
ments of the American Jewish Committee 
and the Anti-Defamation League in connec- 
tion with their labor and veteran activities 
and joint action in behalf of the F.E.P.C. 
legislation.” 

The difference in ideological perspective, 
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a sensitivity for organizational autonomy, 
and simple partisanship are factors that pre- 
vent the eight major national Jewish com- 
munity relations agencies from working 
together effectively. Another obvious factor 
is that despite common phraseology in their 
respective organizational aims and purposes 
vis a vis inter-group relations and civil rights, 
the fact remains that they do not have a 
common objective. They all seek peace and 
protection for the Jew; they all attack bigotry 
and anti-Semitism, and they all advocate 
and promote the social progress and accept- 
ance of the Jewish community. But histori- 
cally, their definitions, their philosophies, 
their memberships, and their emphases have 
varied; and as one writer put it, “[Although] 
demands are heard from time to time for 
unity or at least a united front, many are of 
the opinion, however, that unity is neither 
possible nor desirable.’ 

Fortunately, however, these agencies do 
not concern themselves with intramural dis- 
putations: the differences of approach, often 
subtle, are to be found in the unique his- 
tories and programs of the organizations 
themselves. 

The American Jewish Committee was or- 
ganized in 1906 with the avowed purpose 
“to safeguard the civil and religious rights 
of Jews, to combat discrimination and allay 
prejudice, to aid victims of persecution and 
calamity.” Traditionally its membership and 
support have come from the upper economic 
strata of the Jewish population. Despite a 
recent democratization of its membership, 
the Committee has persistently “opposed 
Jewish national or international ‘superbodies’ 
which threatened the autonomy of the free- 
dom of action of individual groups and their 
diversified historic roots.”* In 1952, follow- 
ing the Maclver report’s recommendations 
for more cooperative activity, the Commit- 
tee withdrew from the NCRAC, charging 
that it had become an “authoritarian agency,” 
a “single, official voice for American Jewry 
and [was] destroying the autonomy of its 
affliated organizations.”* However, the Com- 
mittee’s own program has steadily flourished, 
its more abundant resources making this 
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possible while others were forced into de- 
cline. Its emphasis in the battles against 
discrimination has shifted steadily in recent 
years from discreet intercession to incisive 
and scholarly research projects that explored 
the nature of anti-Semitism and group fric- 
tion. 

By comparison, the Anti-Defamation 
League has demonstrated greater militancy. 
Organized in 1913 as the civic protection 
arm of the B’nai B’rith “for the purpose of 
stimulating good will and combatting anti- 
Semitism,” the ADL has concentrated its 
activities on watching the press, the stage, 
the screen, radio, school texts, etc. “ADL 
representatives ferreted out demagogues and 
combated prejudice by issuing effective and 
carefully prepared posters, circulars, film 
strips, and pamphlets to schools and civic 
groups.” Stressing the fact that the emphasis 
of its activity was on the militant “defense” 
of Jewish interests, “fighting anti-Semitism, 
defending Jewish status, breaking down bar- 
riers that keep or may keep Jews as individ- 
uals or as a group from full equality of 
opportunity,” the ADL challenged the Mac- 
Iver recommendations for centralized con- 
trol of the financing and planning of 
community relations activities and subse- 
quently withdrew its afhliation with the 
NCRAC. 

Taking an entirely different position, the 
American Jewish Congress, enthusiastically 
endorsed the idea of centralized coordina- 
tion. Stemming from its historical interest 
in an organized Jewish community, Con- 
gress’ concern has been with the more posi- 
tive implications of community relations. 
Professor Maclver himself gave recognition 
to this when he stated that “The American 
Jewish Congress is more outspokenly ideo- 
logical than the other agencies and repre- 
sents a point-of-view that on the whole 
demarcates it from all the rest.” 

The position of Congress—that commu- 
nity relations work is vital only as it concerns 
and fosters the promotion of Jewish values, 
tradition, and education of the Jewish com- 
munity per se—stems in no small measure 
from its historic evolution. A successor to 
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an earlier body of the same name, Congress 
was organized in 1922 to deal with the civic, 
political, economic, and religious rights of 
Jews in all lands. “While it was far from 
the monolithic, all-inclusive organization it 
claimed to be, it did speak for the large 
Zionist center of the American Jewish com- 
munity. Under the dynamic and eloquent 
leadership of Stephen Wise, who was the 
organization’s president from 1924 to 1939, 
Congress worked unremittingly to expose 
and combat anti-semitism.” 

The Jewish Labor Committee, organized 
in 1933, has in general very similar purposes 
to those of the Committee, the ADL, and 
Congress. However, it differs from the others 
in its orientation and in its approach. Very 
helpful in furthering and effectuating the 
anti-Nazi boycott during the pre-World War 
II days, the JLC has traditionally enjoyed a 
monopoly in the field of labor. Its success 
and primacy in the defense and promotion 
of Jewish interests in labor circles are so 
accepted that the Maclver report recom- 
mended “that JLC become the exclusive 
agent in the field of labor.” 

In sharp contrast to the JLC, which has 
the battle against bigotry and anti-Semitism 
interwoven into an entire philosophy of 
labor and social justice, the Jewish War Vet- 
erans stands as a Jewish counterpart to the 
American Legion. Its participation in the 
civic and patriotic observances, its contribu- 
tions to military manpower programs, its 
civil defense activities, and blood donor and 
U. S. Treasury programs have enabled the 
JWV to assume pre-eminence in this field 
vis a vis servicemen and veterans. Originally 
organized in 1896, the JWV program has 
consistently protected the interests of Jewish 
servicemen and veterans through vigilance 
over proposed legislation and governmental 
agencies and participation in veteran and 
civic organizations. 

Both the JLC and JWV, which have vir- 
tual monopolies in their fields, have consist- 
ently cooperated with the coordinating rec- 
ommendations and efforts of the NCRAC, 
and have endorsed the Maclver report. 

In 1952 a new dimension was added to the 
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national picture of community relations 
work with the entering into affiliation with 
the NCRAC of two major religious groups, 
the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega- 
tions and the United Synagogue of America. 
Together with the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations, a long-time afhliate, 
they brought the bulk of America’s organ- 
ized Jewish religious community, with its 
hundreds of congregations, rabbis, and lay 
leaders, into active cooperation in the sphere 
of community relations. 

The community relations efforts of these 
religious bodies, flavored, of course, by their 
respective ideological purviews of the Ameri- 
can Jewish community, have in effect served 
notice that the entire circumference of 
American Jewish life takes a vital interest in 
protecting and advancing the rights of Jews. 
It is no longer the private province of the 
“defense” agencies. Gone also are the days 
when protecting the rights of Jews was the 
exclusive responsibility of these agencies. 
Today virtually all of them have adopted the 
premise that “the Jewish community will 
not discharge its responsibilities to Israel, to 
Jews in other lands, and to the struggle for 
the defense of human rights unless its under- 
standing of its obligations is deeply and 
firmly rooted.”!° 

Important also is the very obvious trend 
in recent years wherein synagogues have 
come to be looked upon as the central in- 
stitutions of Jewish life, from which emanate 
all phases of Jewish communal endeavor." 
Another factor, that may not be merely inci- 
dental to the new religiously-oriented em- 
phasis on community relations work, is the 
desire in many quarters to bring more Jew- 
ishness into the realm of Jewish social service 
and subsequently into the organized Ameri- 
can Jewish Community. 

Orthodoxy certainly holds claim to this 
view. It is Orthodox Jewry which always 
“saw things in terms of the total commu- 
nity,” and which holds sacred the tenet that 
“Judaism attains its consummation only in 
and through communal life.”!? Historically, 
it harbored the greatest and most personal 
concer for the civil rights of Jews. 


Stemming from this communal concern, 
“Tt fell to the lot of Orthodoxy to establish 
the legal status of Jews and Judaism in 
American democracy. To the everlasting 
credit of our pioneering forebears it must 
be said that they were not content with 
second-class citizenship. George Washington 
confirmed this attitude in his now famous 
letter to the Orthodox congregation in New- 
port, Rhode Island. However, the false dic- 
tum that America is a ‘Christian State’ 
must be challenged again and again, even in 
the twentieth century; and while the battle 
is now waged by all Jews, and especially by 
the defense agencies, it is usually one Ortho- 
dox Jew or another who creates the issue.’’!® 

With this tradition and mandate, the 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
of America has, during the past decade te- 
asserted Orthodoxy’s role in community rela- 
tions. Founded in 1898, and heir to the New 
York Jewish Kehillah of the 1880's, the 
UOJCA now serves and speaks for 3,000 
local Orthodox congregations. It represents 
the Orthodox Jewish community in relation- 
ship to governmental and civic bodies, and 
(in addition to its internal coordinating and 
educational activities) through its Commis- 
sion on Community Relations takes an ac- 
tive and forceful role in all incidents, events, 
and trends that affect the rights, security, 
status, and sensitivity of those who observe 
and respect religious tradition. 

Taking a different stance, the United 
Synagogue of America, which was founded 
in 1913 by Solomon Schechter with the ini- 
tial sixteen-member synagogues, today views 
its community relations activities as part of 
a grand program “to center the community 
about synagogue life.” Standing theologi- 
cally between the poles of Orthodoxy and 
Reform, its “social action” draws from both 
of these perspectives. 

Since the major growth in Conservative 
afhliation has in the past decade been in 
suburbia, and in most cases since 1946 the 
first synagogue in a new suburban commu- 
nity is Conservative, it is not unusual fot 
the rabbis of these synagogue-centered com- 
munities to don the mantle of community 
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relations leader. “The character of his mis- 
sion to the non-Jewish world has changed. 
The rabbi was once an important commu- 
nity resource simply because he had a college 
degree and could speak grammatical English. 
But today we have many “representative 
Jewish citizens,” to say nothing of profes- 
sional and semi-professional public relations 
workers, armed with manuals and directives 
from their national offices. Yet, in the long 
tun, these functionaries cannot dispense 
with the help of the rabbis. To most Chris- 
tians, the Jews are a religious group: coop- 
eration between “churches” is what is sought. 
In all such matters, above all in the delicate 
discussions about religion in public educa- 
tion and related problems, the Christian 
group is represented by its clergy who must 
be met by their “opposite numbers” in the 
synagogue." 

With its hand on the pulse of contempo- 
rary Jewish life, and its eye on the emerging 
patterns of communal Jewishness, the Con- 
servative movement in recent years has en- 
couraged its rabbis to pursue this area of 
communal endeavor, and on the national 
scene has emerged as another factor in the 
militia of the American Jewish community. 

Whereas both the UOJCA and the USA 
see their community relations programs as 
adjuncts to their positive educational and 
religious objectives, the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations has historically been 
regarded as the major force in the “inter- 
faith area.”’ Since its founding in 1873, the 
UAHC has weathered many theological 
storms. But throughout its history, and 
notwithstanding its meandering ideological 
currents, this national body of Reform con- 
gregations has consistently pursued Isaac M. 
Wise’s premise that “We must become not 
only American citizens, but Americans 
through and through outside the synagogue.” 
Stemming no doubt from its German-Jewish 
founders’ concern with their status in the 
non-Jewish New World of the 1800's, the 
Reform movement has (among the religious 
groupings) the oldest record of formal or- 
ganizational concern with this problem. Its 
Commission on Social Action of Reform 
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Judaism, formed in 1949 after many years 
of such activity within the organization’s 
over-all program, and its truly monumental 
achievements in the protection and promo- 
tion of Jews among Gentiles, seemed to 
underscore the conclusion that “Underneath 
the rational ideology of the leaders of Re- 
form Judaism there still remained a simple, 
unreflecting attachment to the Jewish peo- 
ple, a subconscious insistence that the Jews 
be maintained as a people.’”!® 

Reviewing the work of the UAHC in the 
area of inter-faith activities, Professor Mac- 
Iver reported that “[it] does the most posi- 
tive work in this area. It seeks to interpret to 
other groups the significance of the Jewish 
faith.” Attaching itself to this basic respon- 
sibility, the UAHC has achieved notable 
recognition, and no doubt has served as an 
important factor in the accelerated commu- 
nity relations programs of the other syna- 
gogue groups. 

Although on certain levels the religious 
interest of the American Jewish community 
is represented by the Synagogue Council of 
America, “its credentials are not all-inclusive 
and its powers are limited.”!® Because each 
constituent agency has the power of veto, 
unabridgeable gaps in the ideologies of the 
Council’s member groups render it ineffec- 
tive in areas of sharp dispute, and “inter- 
faith endeavor and community relations 
work fall into that area marked by sharp 
differences of opinion.” *? 

Consequently, with the obvious need for 
integration and coordination in the Ameri- 
can Jewish community’s community rela- 
tions programs, the agency that has drawn 
the greatest degree of cooperation and inter- 
est (from all of the above-described sources ) 
is the National Community Relations Advis- 
ory Council. Born in 1944 in response to 
this very pressing need, the NCRAC has 
met with sporadic successes. Many will argue 
that, like the United Nations, its factions 
will never really see eye to eye with others 
except in the need for peace and equilibrium. 
But as long as they are able to meet at the 
same conference table to discuss their differ- 
ent objectives, much is accomplished and 


es 
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the hope for cooperative endeavor increases. 

A unique feature of organized American 
Jewish life is that although virtually every 
major overture for unity has met with fail- 
ure, the national organizations make the 
attempt again and again. “One could begin 
with the Board of Delegates of American 
Israelites of 1859 and carry through to the 
American Jewish Conference of 1943 with 
its vision of a permanent organization.’?® 
Despite the perennial recognition of com- 
mon causes and concerns, and despite the 
apparently overwhelming desire for unity, 
the history of those attempts was one of 
consistent conflict and subsequent failure. 

With the wisdom of hindsight, one imme- 
diately recognizes the limitations of each of 
the early attempts at unifying the American 
Jewish community. 

For example, “[when] the deadly menace 
of Hitlerism aroused anew the sense of the 
need for united action, in 1933 B’nai B’rith, 
Committee, and Congress set up a Joint 
Consultative Council. [But] this was too 
loose a union to be effective, and after a few 
years, torn by questions that could be re- 
garded as having no proper bearing on the 
major objectives of the alliance, it dis- 
solved.”!® 

When the American Jewish Conference 
was called in 1943, with the endorsement of 
no less than thirty-five national organiza- 
tions, to consider and recommend action on 
problems relating to the rights and status of 
Jews in the post-war world, its short-lived 
career was due in no small measure to the 
question of autonomy and independent ac- 
tion of the affliated groups. 

The next significant attempt was the 
NCRAC. It was set up as a coordinating 
agency to deal with the “defense” of “com- 
munity relations” areas of organized Jewish 
communal endeavor. It was and is broadly 
constituted of national Jewish organizations 
and local community representatives. “When 
however, an attempt was made by the Mac- 
Iver report to introduce a modicum of order 
and efficiency and to avoid duplication and 
overlapping by the allocation of functions 
to the respective agencies that were best 


equipped to handle them, two of the leading 
organizations walked out.”?° 

The consensus is that the NCRAC is per- 
forming a useful service, but neither its com- 
position nor the scope of its program may 
be described as the instrument of a united 
Jewish community. But for that matter, 
neither may the other coordinating groups: 
The Synagogue Council of America, repre- 
senting the religious interest; the Council 
of Federations and Welfare Funds, whose 
province is the philanthropic and fund-rais- 
ing realm; the American Zionist Council, 
the forum for the Zionist movement; and 
the Presidents’ Conference, representing the 
broader moral support of Israel. 

In the particular realm of community re- 
lations, however, there are many areas of 
cooperation, many bases for joint effort, and 
many groups that ardently espouse the idea 
of unity, although the idea that total unifica- 
tion and centralization will ever be achieved 
appears to be too much to hope for. 

As peace and equilibrium reign, the divi- 
sive character of our organizations is all too 
apparent. Indeed our history is replete with 
evidences that real unification appears only 
in crises. But although the realities seem to 
warrant the conclusion that “unity is neither 
possible nor desirable,” the altruism and 
idealism that motivated the founding of our 
community relations agencies, and what one 
might consider as the developmental process 
of our leaders, all seem to indicate that the 
need for coordination cannot be ignored 
much longer. Maclver’s sensitive report, the 
subsequent statements by the national agen- 
cies, as well as the local pleas for one central 
voice of leadership, all constitute a trend. 
That this trend will serve as a mandate for 
the agencies themselves is, of course, the 
hope of the American Jewish community. 

The Maclver plea was not for the discon- 
tinuance of any community relations activi- 
ties by any of the agencies, nor for the 
blending of their respective outlooks and 
programs. On the contrary, the diversity, 
difference of emphasis and orientation, and 
the divergent sources of support for these 
agencies are all assets. Certainly, the role 
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and status of the Jewish population in Amer- 
ica are what they are today in no small 
measure because of these varying interests. 

This present lack of unity in the field of 
Jewish community relations is, of course, but 
symptomatic of the disunity and divisiveness 
in the broader Jewish community. The socio- 
logical, psychological, and ideological analy- 
ses of this phenomenon abound, and the 
pleas for unity come regularly and passion- 
ately. But from the community relations 
point of view, the organization and central- 
ization of Jewish community relations pro- 
grams must come about for the sake of 
Jewish dignity. The recent American Jewish 
Congress - Anti-Defamation League contro- 


REFERENCES 


1. As evidenced by the listing of the “Most Sig- 
nificant Developments of 1959-1960” of the “Joint 
Program Plan for Jewish Community Relations, 
1960-1961” of the National Community Relations 
Advisory Council. The following should be noted: 
(a) “Evidence of Congressional impatience with our 
Administration’s vacillation and seeming impotence 
in implementing its declared policy that the Suez 
Canal should be open to the shipping of all nations 
—reflected in an amendment to the foreign aid bill, 
adopted by substantial majorities despite opposition 
by the Administration and by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee chairman”; (b) a sharp rise 
in public discussion of church-state issues, sparked 
by the injection of the question of religion into the 
Presidential nominating campaigns, with consequent 
heightening of Catholic-Protestant tensions; (c) the 
dramatically accelerated advance, despite setbacks in 
some places and in some respects, in the long-term 
trend toward racial equality, both in our own nation 
and in virtually every part of the world. 


2. Isaac Toubin, The Jews of America: A Com- 
munity in Transition. (New York: American Jewish 
Congress), p. 5. 

3. A claim most readily accepted and advanced 
by these organizations, particularly the coordinating 
NCRAC whose “Programs Recommended for Ma- 
jor Emphasis and Priority in 1960-61” all too clearly 
implies that whatever successes are enjoyed are the 
results of organizational diligence. Joint Program 
Plan for Jewish Community Relations, op. cit., pp. 
22-28. 

4. The criterion by which an organization is rec- 
ognized as a community relations agency is, of 
course, a loose one. In most instances, however, this 
status is determined by the organization’s having a 
department or commission devoted to this field. The 
major agencies will be referred to hereafter by their 
abbreviated names or their initials: American Jewish 
Committee (Committee); American Jewish Con- 
gress (Congress); Anti-Defamation League (ADL); 


THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM 


versy as to who is serving the best interests 
of the Miami Jewish community serves only 
to illustrate with singular clarity that inter- 
nal organization strife, duplication, and com- 
petition are detrimental to the American 
Jewish community. 

There can be no argument with the view 
that the community relations programs of 
our national Jewish organizations have 
achieved, protected, and strengthened the 
civil rights and social status of American 
Jewry. But times and circumstances change, 
and the younger American Jewish genera- 
tion will want to know whether our national 
Jewish organizations have merely grown old 
or come of age. 


Jewish War Veterans (JWV); Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee (JLC); Union of Orthodox Jewish Congre- 
gations of America (UOJCA); United Synagogue of 
America (USA); Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations (UAHC); National Community Relations 
Advisory Council (NCRAC). 

5. Robert M. Maclver, Report on the Jewish 
Community Relations Agencies. (New York, Na- 
tional Community Relations Advisory Council, 
1951), p. 11. 

6. Maurice J. Karpf, Jewish Community Organ- 
ization in the United States. (New York, Bloch 
Publishing Co., 1938), p. 66. 

7. Howard M. Sachar, The Course of Modern 
Jewish History. (Cleveland, Ohio, World Publishing 
Co., 1958), p. 531. 

8. Survey and Outlook: A Report of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Congress. (New York, American Jewish 
Congress, 1953), p. 47. 

9. Sachar, op. cit., p. 529. 

10. Survey and Outlook, op. cit., p. 51. 

11. Leon A. Feldman, “Some Significant Socio- 
logical and Religious Trends in Jewish Community 
Life,” Adult Jewish Leadership. (New York, Jewish 
Education Press, Winter, 1960), p. 20. 

12. Samson Raphael Hirsch, Judaism Eternal. 
(London, The Soncino Press, 1956), p. 98. 

13. Emanuel Rackman, “American Orthodoxy; 
Retrospect and Prospect,” Jewish Life in America, 
Edited by Theodore Friedman and Robert Gordis. 
(New York, Horizon Press, 1955), p. 24. 

14. Bernard J. Bamberger, “The American Rabbi: 
His Changing Role,” Jewish Life in America, op. 
cit., p. 326. 

15. Nathan Glazer, American Judaism. (Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 1957), p. 55. 

16. Israel Goldstein, “Action Now For Jewish 
Unity,” Congress Bi-Weekly. (New York, American 
Jewish Congress, January 11, 1960), p. 6. 

17, 18, and 19. Maclver, op. cit., pp. 15 and 240. 

20. Goldstein, op. cit., p. 6. 


sates of y =e =, ; 


NY FIGURE with the historic significance 
A of a Theodor Herzl would deserve 
to have his diaries published. Schol- 
ars would find the behind-the-scenes com- 
ments invaluable in describing the motives 
behind his historic actions and the general 
reader would enjoy these intimate glimpses 
of history, even if they were no more than 
the ordinary jottings of a person in the thick 
of events. But the circumstances under 
which Herzl’s diaries were produced and the 
manner in which he wrote them were far 
from ordinary. The product is not a mere 
source book for the historically inquisitive, 
as shapeless and unformed as many such 
productions are. It is a massive work of art, 
monumental, integral, informed with a sin- 
gle passion and concerned with a continuous 
action that unify it into a coherent whole. 
In its own way, it deserves the same kind of 
aesthetic attention, made up of fascination 
and incredulity, that we might give to a 
Wagnerian music drama. 

The nine years from 1895 to 1904 covered 
in Herzl’s diaries contain his conversion to 
Zionism—or his discovery of Zionism—and 
his career as the founder of the Zionist or- 
ganization until his untimely death. In that 
period Herzl experienced a transformation 
in his own life. He changed from a mood of 
frustrated self-doubt to an impassioned con- 
viction of his destiny. In that period, too, he 
transformed the stagnant, inhibited nation- 
alist movement of the Jewish people into a 
vigorous body conscious not only of its goal, 
but of its historic responsibility. The diaries 
record in detail both transformations. 

The artistic grandeur of this work is that 


*The Complete Diaries of Theodor Herzl. Raphael 
Patai, editor. Translated by Harry Zohn. Herzl Press 
and Thomas Yoseloff. 5 vols., boxed. $25. 
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of the drama. For neither the leader himself 
nor the Zionist movement could easily or 
without conflict live up to the destinies that 
they realized and irrevocably accepted in the 
passionate, historic final years of Herzl’s life. 
The task was too improbable, the obstacles 
too great to be encompassed without heroic 
struggles. Nor was the fight merely an epic 
contest with adverse circumstances. Herzl, 
upon realizing his historic destiny, did not 
at once change into a monolithic leader fig- 
ure, iron-willed, cool, clear-sighted, and un- 
failingly accurate in his assessments and 
previsions. He remained the melancholy, 
moody, raffiné, vain and impatient litterateur 
that he had always been, and he had to over- 
come not only in the outer world but in 
himself the dangers threatening his success. 
The Zionist movement, too, did not convert 
overnight from a disorganized, uncertain 
collection of partisans of the idea into a 
disciplined army. The sense of sovereignty 
that they acquired under Herzl did not yield 
the smooth, habitual discipline required for 
effective sovereign decision without passion- 
ate internal battles. The pages of Herzl’s 
diaries are full of the strains and stresses, 
in his own life and in the movement, which 
were involved in the historic change. 

Taken within the framework of the diaries 
themselves, moreover, the drama is unques- 
tionably a tragedy, even though we have 
lived to see the triumphant epilog, long after 
the death of the author and hero. The story 
begins on a note of exaltation. The hero 
feels the beat of the eagle-wings of destiny 
over his head as he writes. He vents the in- 
spiration that possesses him in rhapsodic 
spurts. Fragments of ideas and long, pas- 
sionate tirades of persuasion flow from him, 
recorded in his journals in the first days of 
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his obsession and on scraps of paper in the 
ensuing weeks of fevered activity. During 
this time the author often doubts his sanity, 
but this, too, because of his extraordinary 
euphoric state. 

Struggles, large and petty alike, dominate 
the middle part of the diaries, which consti- 
tutes their bulk. The explosive ardor of 
Herzl, who at first was not certain whether 
he was writing a novel or a tract, soon found 
the defined channel of political action, of 
negotiation and mass organization. The un- 
believable energy of this man in the pursuit 
of his goal, the complexity of the conditions 
he had to consider and the forces he had to 
keep in play, the pettiness of some trials to 
which he was put and the immense odds 
against success in others, the imposing fa- 
cade that not only he but the whole Zionist 
organization had to maintain upon such 
feeble supports—all this makes up a per- 
formance and a narrative breathtaking in its 
tension and its virtuosity. 

But the final part of the diaries is over- 
cast with the omens of defeat. It is written 
against the drumbeat of the symptoms of 
Herzl’s heart ailment. He knew that his 
time was measured, and even while he 
counted the dwindling remainder, his goal 
slipped farther and farther from reach. The 
dizzy complexity of combinations in his 
game collapsed to a pitiful few, as one gam- 
bit after another led to failure. Toward the 
end he saw his own army split on the so- 
called Uganda issue, a project that in itself 
was an attempt to rescue some value from 
the dissolving prospects of the Zionist organ- 
ization. 

If there was ever a man beaten by circum- 
stances at the end of his course, that man 
was Theodor Herzl. The diaries record for 
us the full bitterness of defeat. We know 
now that in what then seemed defeat were 
the seeds of unparalleled triumph. But we 
do not need our wisdom after the event to 
redeem the agonies of Herzl’s last days. The 
diaries themselves, in which the pain of 
defeat is so poignantly recorded, are even in 
this finale a triumph. The tragedy ends like 
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all tragedies in the downfall of the hero. 
But in his fall, the Herzl of the diaries re- 
mains the hero of his exalted first flight, and 
a hero far greater in the travails that he lives 
out. Never was the courage and magnanim- 
ity of Herzl more greatly displayed than in 
his last Zionist Congress, where he provoked 
his bitter opponents both to rebellion and 
to tears of compunction at the tragic break. 
Never was a disavowed leader more at one 
with his foemen and brethren than in the 
words Herzl spoke at the meeting of the 
protestants who had left the Congress ses- 
sion or in the words he planned to deliver 
to the next Congress if (as he said) he 
should live to see it. 

“T want to tell you now what my speech 
before the seventh Congress is to be—if I 
live till then. By that time I shall have Pales- 
tine, or else I shall have recognized the com- 
plete futility of all further effort in that 
direction. In this latter case the summary 
of my speech will be: It was not possible. 
The ultimate goal has not been reached and 
cannot be reached within the calculable 
future. But we have a compromise achieve- 
ment—this land [“Uganda”] in which our 
suffering masses can be settled on a national 
foundation with autonomous rights. I do 
not believe that for the sake of a beautiful 
dream or a legitimist flag we ought to with- 
hold relief from the unfortunate. But I un- 
derstand at the same time that this has 
brought a decisive split into our movement, 
and this division passes right through my 
person. Although I was originally a Jewish 
statist, no matter where, I did later on lift 
up the flag of Zion, and I myself became a 
lover of Zion. Palestine is the one land where 
our people can come to rest. But hundreds 
of thousands are waiting for immediate help. 
There is only one way of resolving this con- 
tradiction: I must resign the leadership. I 
will, if you so desire, conduct the next 
Congress; after that, elect two Action Com- 
mittees, one for East Africa and one for 
Palestine. I shall not stand for election in 
either. But whoever should be elected can 
always have my counsel for the asking. And 
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my best wishes will always follow those who 
devote themselves to the fulfillment of that 
beautiful dream.” 





The diaries have been available until now 
in a three volume edition in the original, 
and, in English, in a variety of selections. 
The present five volume edition is not only 
the first full edition generally available to 
the English-reading audience; it is also the 
first complete edition, for when the German 
was published in 1934 it was thought advis- 
able to leave out certain passages, out of 
consideration for persons still alive and for 
other, similar reasons. 

The English translators of Herzl’s diaries 
have been a distinguished group. The mate- 
rial is fascinating and has attracted men with 
the skill and taste of Maurice Samuel and 
Marvin Lowenthal. Both have published fine 
translations of portions of the diaries, Sam- 
uel’s selection having appeared in the Herzl 
Memorial book published by the New Pales- 
tine in New York in 1929 and Lowenthal’s 
as a volume published by Dial Press in 1956. 
A translation of the Herzl diaries in full was 
done by the late-lamented Jacob Hodess, 
and published serially in the London Jewish 
Chronicle some years ago, shortly before the 
translator's decease. Professor Harry Zohn 
of Brandeis University, the translator of the 
present edition, holds his own very compe- 
tently in this company. The edition, like 
Lowenthal’s, is also provided with an appen- 
dix in which names, places, and unfamiliar 
terms are identified and briefly defined. 
Done on a generous scale by the editor, Dr. 
Raphael Patai, these notes occupy the bulk 
of the last book of the five volume set. 

This is one of the occasions on which one 
has to be thankful for the American custom 
of Bar Mitzvah spectaculars. The boxed set 
of Theodor Herzl diaries will undoubtedly 
become a favorite Bar Mitzvah gift in the 
years to come. One can only hope that 
scions of the People of the Book are still 
sufficiently affected by the genetic weakness 
for the printed word that the set will not 
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stand untouched forever on our teenagers’ 
bookshelves. Whoever yields to temptation 
enough to take it down and leaf through 
will surely let himself in for an experience 
as shaking as it may be unexpected, for this 
is an authentic major work, and a master- 
piece, moreover, of that special kind which 
(like the “Romeo and Juliet” of Berlioz) 
becomes unique in its genre. To duplicate 
an autobiography on this scale and at this 
dramatic pitch, one would have to live a life 
as big as Herzl’s; for no such monumental 
observation of oneself would be tolerable 
in anyone who was any less the historic hero. 





DEATH CAMP MUSEUM 


(for my wife who survived) 


By Hersert L. SHORE 


In a showcase under glass 

Are some little things, all charred and 
grayed, 

A coin, a purse, a necklace, tarnished, 
frayed, 

A flute, mashed flat, 

Rickety spectacle frames of wire 

For the eyes of bent old men, 

A brass ring, blackened by the fire, 

A lesson book, a pen, 

A soiled felt hat, 

Battered, and in a corner, under glass, 

Two little skates, a knitted cap, 

A doll, an ausweiss pass. 

Your fingernails bit deep into my flesh. 

It was snowing. 

I looked into your face, and I was held 

By the skates, knowing 

Those skates could sparkle gay, 

Were there children left in town to play. 

And the cry of the wind above the hedge, 

The memories, the sounds they made, 

Rose in our hearts like a sacred pledge. 








Anton de Montoro, a Spanish Heine 


DAFINA (Sabbath stew), a word that 
A occurs repeatedly in the “Cancio- 
nero” of Antén de Montoro, re- 
minds me of Heinrich Heine’s Schalet, the 
treasured Sabbath food of his childhood, 
which he evokes, nostalgically, here and 
there in his writings. There is more in the 
old Sephardi’s poems which makes me think 
of Heine: tender love songs and sensitive 
appreciation of beauty; clever and elegant 
praise of great patrons, but also mockery of 
them, some of it hidden and some more 
overt; a good deal of ironic exaggeration. 
The writer makes fun of the world, and also 
of himself, and sometimes he professes self- 
pity. And there is, in many variations, pre- 
sented with the light tone of burlesque and 
irony, the ever-recurring problem of Chris- 
tian and Jew. There is, in short, a forerunner 
(albeit a somewhat primitive one) of the 
great German poet. 

A Spanish Heine? The Spaniards some- 
times call Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (1836- 
1870) their “Heine.” But much as poor, 
pale, romantic Bécquer, in his love lyrics, 
may have been a student and follower of 
the German poet, it seems to me that no 
author can be called a “Heine” unless he 
also suffered from a similar Jewish-Christian 
ambivalence. If there was a Spanish Heine, 
no one would qualify better for this honor 
than Montoro, “el Ropero,” a celebrated 
poet of the fifteenth century, “the last of 
the Spanish Troubadours.”? 

Heine, despite his great interest and ex- 
tensive research in the history of the Jews in 
Spain, and his magical absorption of it, 
probably did not know Montoro’s work, nor 


. Graetz, Geschichte der Juden, Leipzig, v. 8, 
p. 289. 
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of his existence.? It might be worthwhile to 
investigate possible literary analogies in the 
work of the two poets, and to compare their 
respective places in the literature of their 
countries, as well as the influence they ex- 
erted on later generations. But I am here 
concerned mainly with the parallelism in 
each poet’s peculiar personal tragedy. 

We cannot carry the parallels too far, of 
course. They would be valid only inasmuch 
as the situation of the Jews at both periods 
had points of likeness. Is it at all possible 
to compare the degree of assimilation of a 
Jew in such different eras as that of the 
newly emerging Christian culture of Castile 
in the fifteenth century and of sophisticated 
Germany in the nineteenth? 

When Montoro was born in Spain in the 
year 1404 (in the Andalusian town of Mon- 
toro), the Jewish civilization there which 
had flourished, with varied fortunes, for a 
thousand years already, was in decline both 
in respect to its Hebrew heritage and in the 
Jews’ personal safety. Past was the era when 
the Jewish religious spirit had risen to the 
heights of great philosophers like Maimoni- 
des and Nahmanides, of Spanish-Hebrew 
poets like Ibn Gabirol and Jehudah Halevy. 
During the fourteenth century increasing 
persecutions and pogroms had led many 
Spanish Jews, particularly the wealthy, into 
conversion. Uncounted numbers of their 
community intermarried with the Christian 
nobility and penetrated the Church hier- 
archy. Meanwhile those Jews who still re- 
mained loyal to their faith drew ever-growing 
enmity upon themselves in the same degree 
as the Spanish-Christian reconquest of the 


2. Montoro was mentioned for the first time out- 
side of Spain, and some of his work published, in 
1859 (three years after Heine’s death) by Kayserling, 
Sephardim, Romanische Poesien der Juden in Span- 
ien. 
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peninsula progressed and the Moorish side 
lost power. 

Montoro thus grew up at a time when the 
traditional Hebrew influence (and also the 
use of the Arab language outside the still 
Muslim-dominated kingdom of Granada) 
had almost vanished. His education was 
secular and “Romance” (Castilian), while 
it was becoming an ever greater handicap to 
profess Judaism. He was well advanced in 
years, a grandfather in fact (certainly much 
older than Heine at his baptism in his 
twenties) when he gave up the struggle be- 
tween the chains of tradition against the 
hostility of his environment and became a 
Christian, the only member of his imme- 
diate family to do so: 

I have sons and grandsons 

and a poor old father; 

and my mother, Dojfia Jamila, 

and a daughter, young and beautiful, 
who never went to baptism.3 

While Spanish Jewry in Montoro’s time 
was already in decline, German Jewry in 
Heine’s time had only started its ascent. But 
the process of assimilation went much faster 
in the intellectually liberated epoch of post- 
French-revolutionary times than it had done 
in the Middle Ages. It was precipitated by 
the fact that the German Golden Age of 
thought, as distinguished by Lessing, Goethe, 
and Schiller, coincided with the new era of 
spiritual liberty. Among many German Jews, 
therefore, particularly the avante-garde of 
writers and artists (like Heine, Boerne, Men- 
delssohn), baptism became fashionable long 
before the very existence of Jews in Germany 
was being endangered. In medieval Spain, 
on the contrary, persecution had been the 
primary incentive in similar waves of con- 
version. 

However that may be, the fact is that 
many Jews deserted the camp in both coun- 
tries and at all periods. Where, then, lies 
the peculiar similarity in these two poets? 


3. From Cancionero de Antén de Montoro, ed. 
Don Emilio Cotarelo y Mori, (Madrid, 1900), No. 
CXXII, p. 262. All subsequent quotations are taken 
from this source; page references will be given in the 
text. I ventured to attempt the translation of these 
quotations from the Spanish. 


+3 
It seems to me to consist in the circumstance 
that, in contrast to their colleagues who had 
taken the same step, neither Montoro nor 
Heine stopped giving expression to their 
Jewish consciousness. Perhaps because both 
of them had unusually sensitive souls, as true 
artists cherishing every fiber of the roots of 
their being, their Jewish awareness persisted 
—whether they wished it or not. Like Heine, 
Montoro also seems to have regretted his 
desertion throughout the remainder of his 
life. In their endeavor to lighten their mate- 
rial existence by this surrender, both had 
brought upon themselves the tragedy of 
inner contention. Those of a grave and mel- 
ancholy temperament may lose their mind 
through this inner conflict. But Montoro, 
like Heine, had the “light touch” to save his 
sanity. If the inner voice of torturing am- 
bivalence would never be silent, it could at 
least be muffled by the supreme gift of an 
all-pervading irony. 

Heine’s Jewish pronouncements which 
permeate most of his works, every one 
steeped in irony, are too well known to be 
quoted here. In a similar vein, Montoro 
brought in “the Jew” almost everywhere. 
Just as, for instance, he mentioned rather 
wistfully the loyal Jewishness of his family, 
so he reported another timie an occasion 
when he found nothing but bacon in the 
butcher-shops of Cérdoba: 


. . . the butchers gave me 

cause to perjure myself. 

Not finding, to my chagrin 

wherewith to kill my hunger, 

they made me break the law of my grandfathers. 

(LXXV, p. 146.) 

In consequence of their inner discord, 
both Heine and Montoro continued to iden- 
tify themselves with the Jews although both, 
many a time, also heaped unkindness and 
ridicule on them, trying, sporadically, for 
identification with Christians. Both stood 
therefore outside of both camps. Both had 
bitter feuds with the real Conversos, those 
who had no regrets about their break with 
their fathers’ religion. One need only recall 
Heine’s enmity against his fellow-poet and 
political exile, Boerne, to compare it with 
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a similar attitude of Montoro, mocking a 
fellow-poet, Juan de Valladolid. This rival 
had become such a good Christian that he 
was preaching sermons at the court of his 
noble patron, and Montoro advises him to 
stop this sort of thinghis sermons are no 
good: 





Juan, my lord and great friend: 
With my whole heart 
I wish to give you an admonition; 
Take it as I say it, 
As coming from a brother, 
As well we may be, through all those people 
Of our very own Rabbis, 
Since you and I are Jews, 
Your offences are mine 
And what hurts me, hurts you too. (CLVI, p. 270.) 
He should leave off preaching—the gist of 
Montoro’s admonition—and rather look for 
some other livelihood instead. (Neither 
Montoro nor his colleague, nor any other 
poets, like most poets, then, later, and now, 
made a living from their writing.) Juan de 
Valladolid replied to Montoro’s advice with 
a scurrilous attack in verse, ending it by 
bragging that 
This preaching in the end 
will give me better food 
than you get by mending. (CLVII, p. 272.) 
For the epithet by which Montoro is 
known, “el Ropero,’ means that he was a 
mending tailor, a calling which even then 
was unusual for a poet. (There is of course 
no parallel in this to Herr Doktor Heine 
who had the much harder task of earning a 
living by the fruit of his intellect.) Some 
Grandes and possibly some kings patronized 
Montoro despite his lowly trade. Another of 
his inimical colleagues in poetry and changed 
religion, Roman the Comendador (one of 
those converts who helped persecute Jews), 
told of the Ropero’s success with the great: 
Many grandes have given you 
many things, I say, too much, 
not simple ones; 
clothes of silk and brocade 
wherewith you mock the world 
with your little verse. (CXLIV, p. 247 ff.) 
Roman amplifies his envious enumeration 
of Montoro’s success with the nobles by 
adding: 
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Although you are christianized 
I believe that, 
When you come to Tavara 
You will be stoned as a Hebrew. (Ibid.) 

It may be apt to note here that the gifts 
of the great did not turn Montoro’s head. 
Once, having bought himself a silken frock 
and put it on, Montoro found it impossible 
not to laugh at himself: 

This sad fellow Montoro, 

How ridiculous he is, 

like the slave of a Moor 

who wears a golden girdle, but no shirt or skirt. 

(XXXVIII, p. 102.) 

Yes, the Grandes honored him, even the 
noted poets among them, like the famous 
Don Ifigo de Mendoza, Marquis of Santi- 
llana, who asked Montoro to write verses for 
him. Montoro felt particularly flattered by 
Santillana’s attention: 

Is it excusable to sell honey to the bee-keeper? 
Will the ocean grow from the droplets of the Duero? 
Can one compare the white lily flower with dusky 

seeds? (XIII, p. 59.) 

Those of his own class, however, his fel- 
low-New-Christian poets, snubbed him for 
being the “Ropero.” A third of Montoro’s 
rivals, Alfonso de Velasco, gave expression 
to this disdain: 

Our very polished style of singing together 
all in harmony 

is spoilt through you 

because you do not want to leave off 
being a Ropero. (XXVI, p. 75.) 

Montoro apologized, obviously with 
tongue in cheek, that his “little knowledge” 
forced him back to the needle, promising: 

I vow by the body of God, 

that never in your presence 

will I show myself sewing skirts... . 
(CXLVII, p. 262.) 

Besides being a tailor who mended, 
patched, and sold old-clothes, Montoro also 
sold (if one can believe the above-mentioned 
Comendador Roman) apples, nuts, figs, 
butter, eggs, salt, pears, grapes, cherries, 
drinks, candles, honey, vinegar. Roman also 
reproached Montoro for wandering through 
the villages, peddling needles, sewing uten- 
sils, a thousand little crosses, little pipes, 
trumpets, horns, ribbons, strings, rings, scis- 
sors, and knives. He accuses him, further, of 
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buying up chickens, cheese, bacon, and bar- 
rels of wine, in order to resell them, and also 
old iron, broken shoes, and furs, “lowering 
your ears like a good plain Jew.” (CXLII, 
p- 241 ff.) 

Montoro answered back, word for word. 
He was by no means meck. It is entirely 
possible that his derisive attitude—coupled 
with his superior gifts—provoked the attacks 
of his snobbish rivals whom he embarrassed 
in their aspiration to higher status. Yet he 
did not quite stoop to their violence and 
scurrility. Modern scholarship has established 
also that two obscene writings, long printed 
under his name, were slandcrously and mis- 
takenly ascribed to him.‘ 

It is astounding that the versified attacks 
of Montoro’s rivals and his replies should 
make up a rather large part of his surviving 
poetry. The careful preservation of such 
sordid records of altercation lets us surmise 
that these bloodless feuds served the amuse- 
ment of their common patrons and their 
courts. The New-Christian poets probably 
recited their invectives, in front of such dis- 
tinguished audiences, in a kind of debased 
imitation of the public theological disputes 
between Christians and Jews which were 
the fashion in Spain earlier in the fifteenth 
century, and which live on in Heine’s fa- 
mous caricature “In der Aula zu Toledo.” 
(“Disputation,” from his Romanzero.) The 
irony of it is that the worst which they told 
each other, and which each of them wished 
least to hear, was to accuse each other of 
being Jews. It ought to be noted, however, 
that, although such a charge was then prob- 
ably meant to be simply polemical. Only a 
few years later similar mutual incriminations 
would have delivered both feuding parties 
as “apostates” into the fiery arms of the 
Inquisition, established in Castile in January 
of 1481. 

This intrepid little salesman (who, accord- 
ing to his rival Juan de Valladolid, the 
“preacher,” was “rotund like a bun” [p.272]) 
wrote poems even for the King of Castile, 
Henry IV, “The Impotent,” and for the 


4. See Erasmo Buceta, article in Modern Philol- 
ogy, XVII, No. 11, March, 1920. 
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latter’s later and very famous sister, Queen 
Isabel, whom Montoro, as an old man, ad- 
dressed in her youth with great self-confi- 
dence. Out-praising her Old-Christian court 
poets, Montoro proclaimed her worthy to 
be the Mother of God. If only, he says, 

. Saint Anne had not given birth 
until you were born, 
from you the Son of God 
would have received human form. (XXXV, p. 98.) 
Another time he complained to the Queen 
that he was still called a Jew. He addresses 
himself: 
Oh you bitter and poor Ropero, 
Should you not feel your pain? 
Seventy years ago you were born, 
And in all of them you always vouched 
For the Inviolate Conception! 
(This exaggeration must be understood as 
his endeavor to please the Queen.) He con- 
tinues in the same vein: 
I never blasphemed the Creator, 
I said the Credo, and I adored 
Pots full of bacon, 
And half-cooked pork roasts, 
- I heard Masses and prayed, 
And crossed myself continuously, 
but, despite all of this, he goes on: 
I could not get rid of the name 
of an old Jewish whoreson. . . . (XXXVI.) 
Writing this about 1474, when Isabel still 
had to fight against Portuguese claims for 
the stabilization of her throne in Castile to 
which she had just succeeded, the old poet 
could not suspect that this sympathetic 
young monarch who listened to his com- 
plaints would cause, some years after his 
death, the exodus of all the Jews from Spain. 
Little is known of the details of Montoro’s 
life. In his younger years he spent some 
time at the Courts of Naples, Mantua, and 
Milan, where he served as improvisator and 
astrologer. Whether he tailored and peddled 
there is not known. On a return passage to 
Spain he was captured by Moorish pirates 
and brought to Fez, but he knew how to 
regain his liberty, probably with the help of 


5. See Graetz, above. Also M. Kayserling, “Un 
chansonnier marrane,” Revue des Etudes Juives, 42/ 
43, 1902, pp. 259-267; and Rafael Ramirez de 
Avellano in Revista de Archivos, tomo IV, 1900, 
p. 485 ff. 
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a woman, because he took a wife there. He 
is said to have been married, successively, 
to a Jewess, a Moorish girl, and a Christian, 
a fact marking the different epochs of his 
life: his youth in Spain as a Jew; the Muslim 
marriage in Fez; and the Christian wife, 
Teresa Rodriguez (a widow with a daugh- 
ter), when he settled down as the New- 
Christian “Ropero” or “Aljabibe” (dealer 
in second-hand goods) in Cérdoba. 

By the time Montoro finally joined the 
Marranos, conversion had become of little 
use to those who accepted it only for ex- 
pediency. Until then the “Conversos” had 
been welcomed into the Christian commu- 
nity. The Church had invited them with 
utmost zeal. But in the latter part of the 
fifteenth century, the Spanish persecutors of 
Jews anticipated the Nazi creed of race: 
they refused from then on to distinguish 
between New-Christians and professing Jews. 
In fact, since the Marranos usually were the 
wealthier of the two groups, for a time they 
even drew the greater rage of the populace— 
fanned by the friars—upon themselves. This 
turn of events broke into the open in 1473 
in Cérdoba when Montoro must have lived 
there for a long time. The New-Christians 
were playing a predominant role in that 
beautiful town, the ancient capital of the 
Caliphs, so prosperous with its agricultural 
products and its leather goods. They, and 
the many Jews who also lived there, enjoyed 
the protection of the generous governor, 
Don Pedro Gonzalez de Aguilar, a Castilian 
noble of royal blood, who patronized Mon- 
toro. The tolerant governor even married 
his eldest son and heir, Don Alonso de 
Aguilar, to a girl of a prominent New-Chris- 
tian family, Dofia Catalina Pacheco (one of 
her nephews-to-be was the celebrated Don 
Diego Hurtado de Mendoza). But when 
Don Alonso inherited his father’s position, 
he seems to have been still a mere boy: 

They carried you from the cradle 

to the throne. . . . (XXXII, p. 80.) 
said Montoro, somewhat exaggerating. (Don 
Alonso later was to become a legendary 
hero, after his dramatic death in 1501, in a 
struggle with the Moors, when he was 
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trapped in an impassable rock of the Red 
Sierra where his bones were found only 
seventy years afterwards [as told by Don 
Diego Hurtado de Mendoza].* Don Alonso’s 
younger brother, Don Gonzalo, was to be- 
come “E] Gran Capitan,” greatest glory of 
the Spanish army under King Ferdinand the 
Catholic.) 

Despite Montoro’s picturesque exaggera- 
tion, it appears from his poem that in 1473 
these brothers must have been of such un- 
ripe years that the Old-Christians found it 
opportune to take advantage of their tempo- 
rarily weakened ruling house. This circum- 
stance has not been recognized until now, 
but it seems plausible to connect the fact 
of a boy-ruler with the lawlessness that then 
arose in Cérdoba. At any rate, the anteced- 
ents of the Nazis founded an exclusive 
association under the name of Caridad 
(Charity), with the statute—apparently the 
first in history—of accepting no New-Chris- 
tians in their midst. On March 14, 1473, 
this fraternity marched in a solemn inaugu- 
ral procession through the streets of Cor- 
doba, carrying, under torch lights, an image 
of the Virgin. All the streets and squares 
through which the procession was to pass 
were decorated with flowers and carpeting. 
Only the New-Christians had abstained from 
decorating their houses, remaining indoors 
for good measure. Suddenly, at the corner 
of the “Calle de la Herreria” at the house 
of a wealthy New-Christian, a leader of the 
procession, the blacksmith Alonso Rodri- 
guez, uttered a wild scream, bringing the 
procession to a halt. From a window of this 
Converso’s house, a young girl had poured 
something on the Image. (Graetz [p. 235] 
calls the poured substance “an unclean 
liquid”; Ramirez [p. 485] says it was said to 
be “orina.”) Screaming “Long live Faith” 
the blacksmith threw his flaming torch into 
the house, and the multitude followed suit, 
setting fire to the houses of other New- 
Christians, sacking, robbing, and starting to 
attack them all. 


But although the young governor of Cér- 


6. Guerra de Granada, p. 160. 
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doba, according to Montoro, was only of an 
age at which he ought to have played with 
apples, he had been on the alert. He came 
down from the Alcazar in time to stay the 
outbreak, trying to admonish the _black- 
smith, and, finding the fellow recalcitrant, 
killing him with one thrust of his lance. The 
youth’s intrepid intervention astounded and 
pacified the rabble and everyone went home 
except the followers of the new “martyr,” 
who carried the body of the smith into the 
Church of San Lorenzo. At the moment 
when a cross was put into his dead hands, 
his arm came off and fell heavily to the floor. 
Although some people insisted that a small 
dog had been seen crouching beneath the 
corpse, and that its movements had dislo- 
cated the cadaver, the credulous saw only 
that the dead person had moved. Crying 
“Miracle” they ran to arms, collected crowds, 
and took up the sack of their city where 
they had left off, this time with overwhelm- 
ing force, some 20,000 of them joining in 
the murder and plunder. The young Agui- 
lars, those future heroes of Spain, were 
pelted with stones when they ventured out- 
side, so that they saw themselves compelled 
to retire with their handful of retainers into 
the castle until the tumult spent itself. A 
number of Marranos and Jews (Montoro, 
it is said, among them) had found timely 
refuge there. 

When Don Alonso emerged from the 
Alcazar after three days, the Council of the 
city persuaded him to expel the few surviv- 
ing Conversos, including those he himself 
had saved, but permitting the professing 
Jews to remain in Cérdoba. Montoro, a man 
of 70 at that time, finding himself exiled 
and destitute in consequence of these events, 
moved to Sevilla. From there he addressed 
a poem of complaints to Don Alonso, point- 
ing out the irony which he saw in the 
preferential treatment accorded the unbap- 
tized: 

What, then, seems wrong to you in these converts? 
It would have served them better for their faults to 
have been Jews instead of Christians. . . . 

He muses further on, interspersing his la- 
ments with flattery to the young ruler, and 
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expressing somewhat enviously what he con- 
ceived as the injustice of letting “those of 
contrary creed, who forego eternal glory,” 
to continue to live there as Jews. (XXXII, 
p. 80 ff.) 

Cérdoba’s ruler must have relented after 
some time, because Montoro and other New 
Christians returned to live there. Montoro 
made his will in that city in 1477 (having 
recovered by then from the loss the exile 
had caused him. He left a modest capital 
to his daughters Leonor and Catalina, and 
to two sons, and duly, but rather meagerly 
in comparison, he rewarded his confessor 
and several churches.).? He died there on 
March 31 of the same year, apparently in 
the good graces of the Church, but certainly 
torn until the end by his tragic dilemma. 
And yet he was, comparatively, a fortunate 
man. He had not lived to experience the 
Inquisition which only a few years later 
would perhaps have persecuted him. At least, 
the terror of it would have stifled his muse. 
As a poet of true lyric gifts whose tragically 
ambivalent soul predisposed him at the same 
time to a transcending irony, he was not to 
find his match until the appearance of Hein- 
rich Heine, who also “mocked the world 
(and himself) with his little verse.” 


7. Revista de Archivos. See above, p. 488. 





From Formless Dust 


By Rusy ZAGOREN 


The dust can speak; 
The dust can hear 
For once it formed 
A lovely ear. 


The dust can see; 
The dust can feel 
For once it was 
Achilles’ heel. 


We may be formed 
From formless dust 
Yet we have souls 
That love and trust. 








til Mh, Wife Ciel oes 


HE FIRST EIGHT PARAGRAPHS Of this 

piece were written more than one- 

and-a-half years ago after Blue Moun- 
tain, Mississippi, had been my home for 
more than two years. I was basically happy, 
although there was one main element in life 
which troubled my conscience until Novem- 
ber 11, 1960, at 8:00 A.M., when my wife 
cried. 

I tried to put into words, for my own 
edification, how a man indignant at certain 
of society’s injustices could adjust and live 
at peace with himself. A comparison be- 
tween my society and the society in the 
Soviet Union was an obvious vehicle, for in 
recent months it has been brought to the 
attention of the American public that the 
average Russian is not as unhappy and rest- 
less as we would like to think. Those unofh- 
cial ambassadors who have gone forth to see 
this poor-captive-oppressed-Russian citizen 
have reported that the mistreated Muscovite 
actually looks somewhat happy. It seems as 
if he is fairly well fed and clothed and does 
not live in constant fear of the salt mines 
after all. Most of us regard this as a bit of a 
disappointment. “How can this be?” we ask 
ourselves. We feel let-down, tricked, duped 
in some way because human nature is not 
secking its “natural” freedom in a totalitar- 
ian society. These reflections on a personal 
experience may serve as a possible clue as to 
the happiness of an individual within a 
totalitarian society. By doing this, I do not 
mean to imply that the society in which I 
live is a totalitarian one, but I do wish to 
reflect upon the weight of society, or com- 
munity pressure on the individual. It is also 
quite possible, although I have no facts to 
support my case, that the average Soviet citi- 
zen would not want to admit that his society 
was totalitarian either. 
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By WILLIAM G. WILCOX 


I have been a resident in the South for 
seven years. I am ready to report that I like 
life in Mississippi. My family is happy, my 
children enjoy their friends, they are making 
progress in the local public school, my 
teaching position is ideal for my tempera- 
ment, and I seem to have won the friendship 
of those in the community around me. I am 
content, the world is good to me, but there 
is one thing that does not meet with my 
approval. I do not like the unequal treat- 
ment accorded to men and women of other 
than the “white race.” Because I say that 
I do not like the unequal treatment given to 
non-whites does not mean that I am advo- 
cating the forcing of integration upon my 
earnestly protesting white neighbors. I know 
them, I value their friendship and under- 
stand their feelings too well to propose such 
a practice. It does mean that I would like 
to be a part of a society in which men of 
all races could live in harmony as equals. 
What is my program to help realize the ideal 
I hold? I have none and I do very little, if 
anything. I may make a silent protest or a 
subtle witness, but it has little effect on the 
total situation. 

Why do I fail to take up the cudgel and 
thump for equality? Too much is at stake. 
The welfare of my family, the good name of 
my college in the community, my standing 
in the community and my effectiveness as a 
teacher are all involved. Thus when the sub- 
ject arises in public conversation, ideas rush 
through my brain, words are formed on my 
lips, but in the end I am as silent as a scare- 
crow in a cornfield. I sit down to write a 
protest to an elected official, to a newspaper 
or a magazine, but the words do not come 
and my dissenting opinion is stillbom. Even 
as I write these lines I have within me a 
sense of foreboding. What will be the con- 
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sequences if by some unforeseen chance 
these words should get into print? 

I reflect—am I a coward? Quite possibly. 
Yet, even more than that, I think that I am 
a man who is ninety per cent happy and 
only ten per cent unhappy, and I do not 
wish to reverse the percentages. If I protest, 
the happiness of my family may decline, my 
standing in the community may suddenly 
nudge zero, I may injure the reputation of 
my college—in fact, it could conceivably re- 
sult in pressures that could cause me to 
resign. Thus, I tell myself, I will keep my 
peace. Besides, what good would be accom- 
plished by a manifesto on racial equality 
issued by me? It would have little or no 
effect on the present situation other than 
the damage it would do to me and my 
family. 

Could it be that the average Soviet citizen 
is caught in the same dilemma as this happy 
man? The average Soviet citizen has a family 
that is close to his heart and that needs his 
care and concern. He has a job and a life- 
time career to consider. His living conditions 
are improving and progtess is being made in 
a fashion he never dreamed possible. Why 
should he protest about something over 
which he has little control? Why should he 
jeopardize the present and future for himself 
and his family by trying to row against the 
tide? 

The weight of social pressure is great. The 
concern for one’s family and oneself causes 
him to repress the impulse to attempt to 
right social evils if they do not threaten him 
directly. One’s own drive for security may 
cause him to become dumb in the face of 
controversial issues. Yet, even of greater 
moment seems to be one’s own personal 
sense of well-being. If a man is predomi- 
nantly happy, why should he undertake to 
launch a frontal attack on a social problem 
which will only yield to indirect pressure? 
Thus a silent protest and a subtle observa- 
tion are his only break with the status quo. 

If the community pressure is as great as 
this in a democratic society, what must it 
be in a totalitarian society? One does not 
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need to be watched by “big brother” nor 
does he need the constant shadowing of the 
secret police in order to insure his orthodoxy. 
Men are inherent gamblers and only a very 
small minority will venture out against pro- 
hibitive odds. Why should one risk what he 
has for something he may never receive 
when his essential well-being is not at stake? 

Thus, this lately happy man penned his 
reflections and stored them away to be for- 
gotten until the tears of a woman goaded 
his memory and upset the balance in his 
life. To the winds with reputation; he was 
determined to speak. 

The incident that brought the tears is a 
simple one. An Oriental student presented 
herself for a practice teaching assignment in 
a North Mississippi elementary school. She 
was not allowed to teach because of a pre- 
vious protest over an Oriental student’s 
teaching white children which brought about 
a subsequent ruling by a school board seek- 
ing to stifle this criticism. The student in- 
volved was a charming, vivacious young 
woman, one that would be a credit to the 
teaching profession and an inspiration to 
children. I related the affair to my wife and 
she cried from indignation at the intolerance 
of the community. I was a relatively happy 
man until this occurred, following which I 
made a vow, not to be a knight in shining 
armor, but at least to avoid artful self- 
deception. 

The object of my disquietude is not the 
principal of the school who acted in logical 
fashion and who is an able administrator, 
nor is it at a school board responding to 
community pressure, but at the community 
pressure which will brook no heterodoxy. 
Here is the tyrant in all areas—societal pres- 
sure. Khrushchev and Castro, Franco and 
Trujillo would vanish as thieves in the night 
if they could not ride on the crest of public 
opinion. The set of society is the altar before 
which men are prostrated and before which 
they disembowel themselves. Here is the 
dictator, the director of destinies. 

Mississippi is, in many ways, an idyllic 
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place in which to live. Life has not been 
spoiled by many of the artificialities of the 
modern world. It is a relative haven for a 
white man, until he is faced by this bent of 
spirit, this set of society loosely termed as 
the southern way of life, and reduced to its 
basic ingredient of racial inequality. One 
may speak rationally, act in love, carry out 
the neighborly way of life until he runs 
counter to community pressure supporting 
racial inequality. In this area, society will not 
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tolerate the deviant nor will it accept the 
unorthodox. 

I announce myself as unorthodox in this 
society. I will not be a part of forcing inte- 
gration on my neighbors, for that is just as 
real a part of man’s inhumanity to man as 
is forcing segregation on non-whites. I will, 
however, protest against this tyrant, the 
bete noir, the community pressure which is 
inimical to the best interests of all. Until 
my wife cried, I was a happy man. 





The Basement Poor 


By JANE YOLEN 


The basement poor of Chicago 


And the garreted French 
Have communal dreams 


But not of doves 


Clutching crooked leaves. 


The posterpicture orphans 
Whose bones starve through 


Childhood beauty, 
Ask western gods for 


No testimonies, treaties, or truths, 


But food. 


New York Negroes and their 


Nigger brothers of 
Remus South 


Sit in the rear of trashy minds 


Wanting only 
Front-row-center. 


And ghettoed from the womb, 


I throw mental bombs 
At cathedrals, 

Praying for a ceasefire 
Of righteousness. 


No wonder no one listens to the big words like 


Peace and 
Love 


Which are too much and therefore 


Nothing. 


War at least is concrete. 


Charles Angoff: A Literary Protile 


EN YEARS have now come and gone 
| Charles Angoff published his 

first novel about the Polonsky family. 
It was entitled Journey to the Dawn and I 
doubt that even its author suspected that 
the subject would take such fierce possession 
of him. For since that initial novel about 
Jews in America, Charles Angoff has pro- 
duced seven more, and the end is not yet in 
sight. Mr. Angoff is now engaged upon 
volume nine, with volume number five 
recently issued. Six, seven, and eight are 
already in the hands of the courageous and 
faithful publisher, Thomas Yoscloff. 

With the publication of The Bitter Spring 
(Thomas Yoseloff, 730 pp. $5.95) the author 
shifts his sights somewhat and brings his 
hero, David Polonsky, to New York. Up to 
this point, he has been delineating the 
Americanization of a Jewish family—a large 
family, and like all good chroniclers, he 
remembers vividly every member of the clan, 
and he therefore already has introduced to 
us David Polonsky’s hard-working father, his 
exhausted mother, his aunts and uncles, his 
grandparents, those who married into the 
family, and those who nearly did so. He has 
sat in on family meetings and conclaves; he 
has followed the economic ups and downs 
of everyone; he has listened to the gossip; he 
has absorbed the problems of sickness and 
bankruptcy; he has seen members take sick 
and die and others take sick and recover. 
He has given it all to us leisurely, intelli- 
gently, and with that artfulness that con- 
ceals art. 

Unlike many contemporary novelists who 
write out of rebelliousness or hatred of their 
Jewish heritage or past, Charles Angoff likes 
being a Jew and the Jews he describes for us 
are, by and large, not peripheral, tortured 
intellectuals who reflect on the depth or 
shallowness of their Judaism. He is the poet 
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By HAROLD U. RIBALOW 


of the immigrant generation—those Jews 
who spoke Yiddish and read the Forward, 
who attended Zionist meetings, who were 
socialists, who were grateful for the freedom 
they found in America, even though they 
discovered no gold on the streets of Boston. 

Charles Angoff is an old-fashioned writer. 
He likes to tell you a great deal about the 
men and women in his books. He wants you 
to know them, to feel their flesh, to probe 
their minds, to sympathize with them in 
their troubles, to dance with them at their 
weddings, and to mourn with them at their 
funerals. So he has set for himself what at 
first appears to be an impossible task. He 
wants to convey, within fictional form, the 
entire Jewish-American experience. Thomas 
Wolfe wanted to do the same thing for the 
total American experience; but where Wolfe 
bogged down in rhetoric (and often beauti- 
ful rhetoric), Angoff doggedly spins his tales, 
informs you of the history of his people, and 
then, in his detailing of their daily lives, you 
understand them and begin to live with 
them. 

This is not “a chunk of life.” It is the 
whole loaf. And sometimes the reader does 
not feel like eating too much at a single 
sitting. But that is all right, too. The novelist 
can wait for you to catch up with him. He 
has time; and this is important. Remember 
it: he has time. He will not be rushed. But 
he doesn’t linger needlessly. He simply has 
a long tale to unfold, in his own fashion, 
and nothing will dissuade him from follow- 
ing his own selected path. 

But you have to get used to this style, 
which seems styleless. When David Polon- 
sky attends Harvard and is dissatisfied with 
some of his professors, Angoff does not 
merely tell you about it. He recreates the 
classroom, repeats the debates, and leaves 
the rest to you. When, in Between Day and 
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Dark, the fourth volume in this sequence, 
David goes out to work on a newspaper in 
the local Boston area, you meet—together 
with David—the characters in the area: the 
firemen, the cops, the newspapermen, the 
rabbi, and the priest. 

Thus, in time, you will have it all—all of 
Jewish life, encompassed within the confines 
of one man’s body of work. Curiously, these 
books have a strange power, even when they 
appear to be plotless. In one of the early 
volumes, David sits in a hospital waiting- 
room, wondering whether or not his father 
has a cancerous growth. Eventually, every- 
thing turns out well. But the developing 
tension is made possible only because we, 
who have met and known his father, care 
deeply about the man, and care about the 
impact of the father upon the boy. In a 
later novel, Angoff introduces us to a news- 
paperman whose entire career is fraudulent. 
He does not tell us this; he demonstrates it 
by quoting the man’s wo:k, by showing up 
his emptiness. It is a devastating portrait 
largely because it is a spacious one, as big as 
life, painted on a large canvas with careful 
colors. 

Again, unlike many of the younger writers 
—who simply do not have the knowledge, 
compassion, and mature wisdom of Charles 
Angoft—he deals with freedom and ease 
with Jewish issues. As David Polonsky grows 
up and moves through the world, he meets 
pious Jews and Reform Jews and indifferent 
Jews and self-hating Jews. David himself, 
however, absorbs the peacefulness of an 
Orthodox synagogue; he enjoys listening to 
a cantor; he speaks of the “Jewish” gift for 
the violin. He knows how to describe a 
family gathering and quotes copiously from 
Jewish sources of wisdom and knowledge. 
One might argue whether this or that book 
by Saul Bellow or Norman Mailer is or is 
not “Jewish.” This question will not arise 
when Angoff’s novels are under discussion. 
It is impossible for them to have been writ- 
ten by anyone but a Jew. 

The Bitter Spring stands less on its own 
than the other novels do. By this time, too 
many of the characters are old friends of 
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veteran readers. If you begin with this title, 
you will be walking in on a family you do 
not quite know. Your best approach to the 
novels of Charles Angoff is to begin at the 
beginning. But even in this volume, long 
and discursive though it is, there are some 
remarkable pages. 

As the story commences, David Polonsky 
has come to New York to work for Harry 
Brandt, editor of the American World, the 
most influential monthly magazine of the 
1920’s. Quite obviously, Brandt is H. L. 
Mencken and the journal is the American 
Mercury. Because this novel is more than 
700 pages long, Angoff has the time and the 
space to develop the character of Brandt 
through his long monologues—opinionated, 
sharp, vulgar, entertaining. Although he 
once wrote an entire book about Mencken, 
the man emerges more clearly here because 
he is seen through the eyes of a character 
we know well and with whom we have lived 
through four earlier books. 

Angoff’s observations on the influence of 
the Mercury, on the reasons for its decline 
(listed in his biography on Mencken as 
well), and his own role on the magazine 
present us with a slice of American periodi- 
cal history which should be of enormous 
value to the social historians who do not, as 
a tule, read fiction. His opinions of writers, 
too, should be of interest, for Angoff is, 
apart from being a creative writer, a teacher, 
critic, and literary historian. 

Quite apart from the story of the Mercury, 
or the American World, as it is called here, 
The Bitter Spring has other interests as well. 
For now David Polonsky is moving in two 
worlds—the sophisticated literary world of 
New York and the world of the Jewish im- 
migrant and intellectual in the city. He 
moves about in both worlds and tries to find 
his own way in both. In the literary world, 
he meets Jennings (George Jean Nathan) 
and others who are drawn recognizably from 
life. He learns to accept Christians who 
marty Jews, and he develops tolerance for 
Jews who reject their heritage. In the Jewish 
world, he discovers that the search for truth 
is not as smooth as it was in Europe for 
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the pious. Meanwhile, Angoff describes the 
Jewish community and the men and women 
who people it. He writes of the Depression 
and of the Wall Street crash. He depicts 
the cooling relationship between David and 
Alice, his girl from Boston, who is becoming 
a social climber and is bothered by David's 
Jewish intensity. He introduces us to Sylvia, 
a new gitl who seems to understand the 
groping David. And always, behind the new 
world, behind the short stories and articles 
he selects or rejects for the magazine, there 
remains the family. And it is apparent that 
the family will, in the as-yet-unpublished 
novels, remain important to his life and 
mind. 

I sometimes reflect upon the reasons why 
Charles Angoff’s novels are less known or 
critically appreciated than the books by 
lesser writers whose names pop up in Com- 
mentary and Partisan Review with deaden- 
ing regularity. The current, young writers 
surely are not particularly prolific. They pro- 
duce a single novel, a sheaf of short stories, 
laboriously collected after many years, and 
they are hailed and praised by the Alfred 
Kazins and Leslie Fiedlers. Angoff produces 
his long, solid works of fiction—which gen- 
erally are well reviewed—to the silence of the 
Kazins and Fiedlers. One reason may be that 
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the Jewish literary critics—Jewish by birth 
but not by inclination—are uneasy in the 
face of such confident and assured writing 
and such deep knowledge. They are more 
comfortable commenting on novelists as 
Jewishly ignorant as themselves. 

Moreover, Angoff’s novels demand the 
devotion of the reader, a commitment of 
faith and emotion. They are Jewish books, 
deeply so, and I doubt that they are read, in 
any great numbers, by non-Jews. There is 
no way of knowing, of course, and this is 
pure speculation. But I can readily see that 
the Exodus reader and the Marjorie Morn- 
ingstar reader might be bewildered by the 
Angoff novels, for the Angoff books are the 
real thing. They are not over-dramatic; they 
are not concerned, as Marjorie is for much 
of its length, with the question of virginity. 
They are concerned with Jewish survival and 
patterns of Jewish life in America. I fear 
that only Jews truly care about this—and not 
all of them, either. This may be a major 
reason why so fine a series has not won the 
national acclaim it deserves. 

But Charles Angoff is still working, still 
publishing and gaining friends and readers, 
even if slowly. Before he is done, we may 
hope that his books will win national atten- 
tion. They deserve it. 





THE CROWDED CRY 


By SeLwyn S. SCHWARTZ 


This is the season of torment 

and surrender, The change is Old 
A sort of sinking. And the blue lake 
is hopelessly overrun by rain, 

In that pause of contemplation 

The cold hours recollect selected 


Chants of deep childhood. 


A rush of leaves—and we share 
The subtle motions of their flight. 


Where are they all flying? 


In the beginning the distance was 

Dedicated to Sun and sound. Now, the Shofar, 
Exactor of their miles records once more 

The crowded cry beyond this aged Congregation. 








The Rule of Law in World Affairs” 


ENNYSON WROTE of the time when 
| battle-flags were furl’d in the 

Parliament of man, the Federation 
of the World.” There have been several 
times since those lines were penned when 
some had the notion that we were on the 
edge of having a full-fledged world parlia- 
ment. The illusion always was dispelled; and 
cynics rested more secure than ever in the 
smugness of their brand of nationalism. Yet 
the world has made greater progress than we 
are prone to think in developing important 
parts of the framework of a world system of 
law. 

We have had in this country among legal 
circles a narrow, limited view of law. Thomas 
Hobbes in 1651 published the Leviathan in 
which he took what became a rather classic 
but restricted idea of law—that a “sovereign” 
is the source of all law. This meant, in 
Hobbes’ view, that “equity, justice,” or other 
“qualities that dispose men to peace and 
obedience” are “not properly laws.” John 
Austin gave the Hobbes philosophy great 
impetus. Several generations of lawyers have 
been influenced by Austin and his book, 
Province of Jurisprudence Determined, first 
published in 1832, where law in the strict 
sense was defined as the body of rules en- 
forced by a sovereign state. World law, in 
that view, requires a full-fledged superstate 
in which all nations are merged—a supra- 
national organization that has political and 
military control over all of its units. Under 
this view world government would require 
perhaps a more centralized organization than 
that proposed by Grenville Clark and Louis 
B. Sohn in their important book, World 


* A condensation of a contribution bearing the 
same title and published by Justice Douglas under 
the auspices of the Center for the Study of Demo- 
cratic Institutions, Santa Barbara, California, Febru- 
ary, 1961. 
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Peace Through World Law. Yet, as Roscoe 
Pound observed in a chapter in Northrop’s 
Ideological Differences and World Order, 
“all states need not be merged in a great 
world state, in which their personality is 
lost, in order that their conduct may be 
inquired into and ordered by authority of a 
world legal order.” Moreover, the true gauge 
of law is not command but conduct. Those 
who move to the measured beat of cus- 
tom, mores, or community or world man- 
dates are obeying law in a real and vivid 
sense of the term. Law is a force that shapes 
and moulds the affairs of men. The fact that 
there may be no court to enforce a rule of 
conduct does not prove that no international 
law exists. As Professor A. L. Goodhart 
said, “Law has frequently existed before the 
particular courts of the State have been 
created.”? 

No institution springs full-blown from 
the pens of draftsmen. Every institution is 
the expression of need and of experience; it 
may evolve slowly; its periods of growth may 
be separated by decades. The cohesive force 
may be linguistic, economic, religious, mili- 
tary. Reason alone may also be the instru- 
ment. For the latter we need not look far. 
The United Nations is today the expression 
of world opinion that the cult or regime of 
force must be replaced by a measure of world 
law. The United Nations has a far greater 
prestige and stature, I think, than it could 
have been expected to acquire in such a 
short period since its formation. 

Mr. Justice Holmes said in 1895, “Now, 
at least, and perhaps as long as man dwells 
upon the globe, his destiny is battle, and he 
has to take his chances with war.”? That 


1. “The Legality of the Nuremberg Trials,” 58 
Juridical Rev. 1, 9. 

2. Lerner, The Mind and Faith of Justice Holmes, 
1943, 19-20. 
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viewpoint has dominated men’s thinking for 
centuries. Yet it deserves no enduring place 
in any decalogue. For man is capable of 
great cooperative efforts in peace as well as 
in war. Love and the instinct for preserva- 
tion of life—these are even deeper in man’s 
character than violence. William James in 
The Moral Equivalent of War wrote in 
1910, ‘““When whole nations are the armies, 
and the science of destruction vies in intel- 
lectual refinement with the sciences of pro- 
duction, I see that war becomes absurd and 
impossible from its own monstrosity.” Nu- 
clear war surpasses that prophecy. The physi- 
cists have told us how obsolete the cult of 
force, armed with nuclear weapons, has 
become. Harrison Brown and James Real, 
in their paper, “Community of Fear,’* show 
how and why this country could today prob- 
ably be utterly destroyed by less than a 
20,000 megaton attack. 

We hear of proposals to put us all under- 
ground. We are told that we could sustain 
a loss of 20 million people and rebuild our 
economy in ten years.* But we know that 
as bombs get bigger and bigger we would 
have to go deeper and deeper into our holes. 
Factories, stores, apartments, houses, etc., 
would be all underground. Man’s journey 
from the caves to the light would be ended; 
man would revert to his Mousterian condi- 
tion of tens of thousands of years ago. 
Today there are only a few nations that have 
these nuclear weapons. In ten to twenty 
years how many nations will not have the 
secret? We are told that there will be at 
least fifteen nations producing nuclear weap- 
ons in the 1960’s, including Red China. 

What are the chances that there will be 
a nuclear war? A military analyst says that 
during the next ten years the chances of a 
nuclear conflict, based either on diplomatic 
miscalculations or on a limited war’s becom- 
ing an all-out war, are 50-50. Diplomatic 
miscalculations and the spread of a limited 
war are only two of several factors. What 








3. Center for the Study of Democratic Institu- 
tions. 


4. Kahn, On Thermonuclear War, 1960. 
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about accidents in defense systems such as 
false radar readings, faulty intelligence, mis- 
interpretations of military orders, and the 
like? What about human errors, such as 
aberrant bombers or missiles, irresponsible 
commanders, or sabotage from within our 
own ranks? When atomic bombs, as a result 
of new discoveries, get into “the ten dollar” 
class, what international gangster will be 
without one? What Hitler will appear with 
mad dreams? What adventurer will think 
he may be able to pull it off so that he in 
truth runs the world? What leader with 
cold calculation may be willing to sacrifice 
twenty, forty, sixty, eighty, a hundred mil- 
lion, or even more of his own people to gain 
leverage on the whole world through a 
sudden nuclear attack? 

Rational people the world over are dis- 
turbed by these thoughts. Reason, as well 
as fear, is propelling them to place their 
hopes in joint action to protect the very 
earth from being so poisoned by radioactive 
fall-out that human life is jeopardized or 
even ended. 

We are told of new dangers by such 
experts as Dr. Abel Wolman of Johns Hop- 
kins, who in his 1959 testimony before 
Congress showed that even peaceful use of 
nuclear energy poses staggering problems. 
As of 1959 we in this country had 65 million 
gallons of high activity radioactive water in 
storage. By 1980 he estimates that these by- 
products of the peaceful use of nuclear 
energy will amount to from one to three 
hundred million gallons. By 1980 these 
storage waters will have about 10 billion 
curies; i.e., they will emit the same number 
of alpha rays per unit of time as 10 billion 
grams of radium. These wastes cannot be 
detected by human taste or odor. Their life 
is long—perhaps a thousand years, perhaps 
longer. Failure to control what we store 
today may lead to vast human disasters next 
year, a hundred years hence, or in the far 
distant centuries. Will concrete containers 
buried in the ocean last that long? What is 
the life of stainless steel that holds these 
wastes? Can they be disposed of in the 
ionosphere? These are problems that con- 
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cern the experts. As Dr. Wolman testified, 
the problem “will require a deep govern- 
mental supervision, a very long, continued, 
and uninterrupted supervision over the fate 
and location of these materials.” As of 1960 
no nation in the world has found a solution 
to disposal of these high-level radioactive 
wastes. 

What is the amount other nations have 
stored? What will the world total be in 
1980? We do not know. But we do know 
this is a problem the international commu- 
nity shares. 

Fission by-products may be temporarily 
disgorged in the stratosphere or sunk deep 
in the oceans. But they eventually return to 
plague the skies, the shores, and the waters 
of every country. Plainly, international regu- 
latory action will soon be necessary. Only 
supranational action can save all of us— 
white, black, brown, vellow—from the new 
perils generated by these new engineering 
achievements. 

Another force, though of lesser propor- 
tions, is at work bringing the nations to- 
gether. We witness in this half of the 
century a great emergence of new nations. 
Fifteen new African nations plus Cyprus 
were admitted to the United Nations at its 
recent meeting. Centuries of colonialism 
have ended; nations or races long subjugated 
by outside regimes are gaining their inde- 
pendence. They are weak, inexperienced, 
fragile. They came into their inheritances at 
a time when world forces are aligned into 
powerful blocs that might make these new 
countries pawns in the old game of power 
politics. Many at least remember the old 
African proverb, “When the bull elephant 
fights, the grass is trampled down.” More- 
over, none wants to become either a puppet 
of an imperialistic regime or a Communist 
satellite. Neither alternative is attractive to 
those young nations. If independence is to 
be kept, as well as achieved, they must have 
a refuge, a sanctuary where they can feel 
secure. The United Nations satisfies that 
craving for security. And its early success in 
the Congo, in protecting the new nation 
from the internal machinations of foreign 
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powers, dramatized its usefulness as nothing 
else at this juncture of history could do. 

One handicap of the United Nations to- 
day is that it excludes groups that should be 
included. With the admission of Nigeria the 
number of members has reached ninety-nine. 
Red China is still excluded. Yet Red China, 
in which nearly a fourth of the people of 
the world live, is apparently more than a 
transitory government. She is established 
more firmly than a mere de facto regime. 
Prof. Tuzo Wilson of Toronto University 
in One Chinese Moon (1959) makes star- 
tling disclosures as to her progress in science. 
We can assume she will have her own 
atomic warheads before long. Meanwhile 
she is an obstreperous, aggressive nation. 
Her tactics against India have added up to 
calculated aggression. While she was talking 
peace and friendship, she actually was an- 
nexing Indian territory in northern Ladakh. 
Her tactics against Tibet have exceeded in 
ruthlessness and cruelty the actions of Rus- 
sia in Hungary. Tibet—never rightfully a 
province of China in spite of several cen- 
turies of Chinese propaganda—has been 
cruelly incorporated into it. The Buddhist 
church has been all but exterminated. The 
priests have been executed or put into labor 
battalions. A fierce regimentation has been 
placed on the people. A proud and inde- 
pendent nation of two million Tibetans has 
been transformed into a servile province by 
the invasion of six million Chinese. 

These Tibetan and Indian ventures on the 
part of Red China make her an outlaw in 
any accurate use of the word. Being an out- 
law may seem in logic to be a reason for 
barring her from the United Nations. But 
in reality how can an outlaw be kept outside 
the United Nations and yet disciplined by 
it? There is today no tribunal to which Red 
China can be made to account. There is no 
assembly or council before which she can 
be summoned. 

Traditionally, “recognition” of a govern- 
ment did not necessarily imply approval of 
its regime. President Grant said in 1875 con- 
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cerning the recognition of Cuba that in such 
a case “other nations simply deal with an 
actually existing condition of things, and 
recognize as one of the powers of the earth 
that body politic which, possessing the nec- 
essary elements, has, in fact, become a new 
power. In a word, the creation of a new state 
is a fact.”® That reflected the traditional 
view. The historic tests have been (1) 
whether a government exists independent of 
another state, and (2) whether it has inter- 
nal stability and is a functioning govern- 
ment.’ By Jefferson’s standards a government 
was to be recognized if it represented “the 
will of the nation, substantially declared.’’§ 

Cold practicalities make admission of Red 
China necessary, accompanied, of course, by 
a settlement of the many tangled but press- 
ing problems between this country and Red 
China. What about the Americans held as 
prisoners by Peiping? What about the 
Korean and Vietnam situations, and For- 
mosa? Today these problems fester and 
worsen. It is time that we undertook politi- 
cal settlements of them. The peace of the 
world may soon turn on them. In any event, 
a United Nations that is such a fact must 
be able to bring its influence to bear on all 
world problems that affect the peace or that 
impair the integrity of nations. Today we 
can say no more than that the United Na- 
tions is a form emerging from the mists. 
What shape it will have in the bright hours 
of man’s maturity we do not yet know. It 
is, however, real, vivid, and effective in pro- 
viding some instruments of international 
law. 

The United Nations has weathered stormy 
seas. On June 27, 1950, when the Security 
Council at the initiative of President Tru- 
man resolved to furnish such assistance “‘to 
the Republic of Korea as may be necessary 
to repel the armed attack” by North Korea 
and “to restore international peace and 
security in the area,” world opinion stood 
behind it. The Communist bloc was of 
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course opposed. But the forty-odd nations 
approved. India’s views represented perhaps 
the common denominator of thinking in 
all capitals, for she stated that she was 
“opposed to any attempt to settle interna- 
tional disputes by resort to aggression.’”® 

This indeed was a new principle of inter- 
national law which had been forged by 
experience. It is embodied in the Charter of 
the United Nations: “to take effective col- 
lective measures for the prevention and 
removal of threats to the peace, and for the 
suppression of acts of aggression or other 
breaches of the peace.” The United Nations 
action in Korea was the first time the out- 
lawry of aggression was implemented by 
direct, military action by the community of 
nations. Aggressive war had become too dan- 
gerous to the world community to be al- 
lowed; so it was denounced, and joint action 
was taken to bring forceful sanctions against 
it. This was noble, principled, responsible 
action that gave power and force to a newly 
forged tenet of international law. 

We do not have in this instance the kind 
of question stirred in the Nuremberg and 
Tokyo trials—whether the law was in appli- 
cation ex post facto.1° For the Charter an- 
nounced in explicit terms that aggressive 
war was outlawed. And the argument that 
the action of the Security Council was un- 
constitutional, by standards of the Charter, 
because Soviet Russia absented herself was 
frivolous. The argument turned on whether 
the Charter required both the presence and 
concurrence of permanent members of the 
Security Council to validate United Nations 
action, or whether it required only concur- 
rence if present and participating. Accepted 
canons of interpretation point toward the 
latter interpretation, not least because it is 
the one which gives vitality to the United 
Nations as an effective organization." 


9. Yearbook, United Nations 1950, 224. 

10. See Ireland, “Ex Post Facto From Rome to 
Tokyo,” 21 Temple Law Quarterly 26; Goodhart, 
op. cit. 

11. See McDougal and Gardner, “The Veto and 
the Charter,” 60 Yale Law Journal 258; McDougal, 
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The aftermath confused the simple, clear- 
cut issue before the Security Council. The 
Soviets soon denounced the United Nations 
police action in Korea as “war’—a “war” 
that the United States inspired and con- 
ducted under the cloak of the United Na- 
tions. Eisenhower, in his campaign speech 
of September 4, 1952, gave ammunition to 
the Soviets. He too called the police action 
in Korea a “war.” The expediency of Ameti- 
can politics caused the vital distinction be- 
tween United Nations “police action” and 
“war” to become blurred and confused. We 
stepped backwards, retreating temporarily 
from the principal decision that “aggressive 
war” called for world action against the 
aggressor. 

Since those days we have regained some 
of the lost ground. On November 2, 1956, 
the General Assembly voted 64 to 5 for a 
cease-fire on the actions undertaken against 
Egypt. Later that month it created an inter- 
national command force of the United Na- 
tions to supervise the cessation of hostilities; 
and in a matter of a few days hostilities 
ceased. 

When the Republic of the Congo asked 
for help from the United Nations to main- 
tain its government from the machinations 
of a foreign power, and when, in response, 
the Security Council on July 13, 1960 re- 
solved to extend that aid, the principle of 
the independence of nations was strength- 
ened. Protection of a nation against aggres- 
sion from without was extended to protection 
against any form of intervention by a foreign 
power. The action of the United Nations 
in the Congo plus the defeat of Soviet efforts 
to sabotage it and capitalize on the disorder 
and chaos have brought United Nations 
prestige to a new high. There is warrant for 
the optimism that its growing achievements 
presage a new period of growth for effective 
international law. And this will remain so, 
whatever happens in the Congo. The United 
Nations has played an essential role there. 
What is at stake now is the effect of a long 
stay of outside forces in a nation that cannot 
find its leaders, the purity of motives of all 
participants, and the continued faith of the 
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majority of the nations in the United Na- 
tions personnel. But the principle that the 
United Nations stands ready to protect a 
people in their right to run their own affairs 
and that the troops sent there are engaged 
in “police action” in the cause of peace 
rather than in “war” has promise of becom- 
ing a sturdy one in international law. 
* * mK 

As the world is evolving, there are few, if 
any, nations that can go it alone. None is 
an isolated, insulated unit. Sovereignty may 
in theory be entirely in local hands, yet the 
very need for raw materials or food or loans 
or technicians from abroad creates a depend- 
ency on other nations. There are not many 
examples of self-sufficiency, as our own econ- 
omy illustrates. 

The dependency of nations on each other 
is developing international collectivism in 
myriad forms. This is a healthy growth of 
collectivism of which the free world is a 
part. It is, indeed, one of the aims of the 
United Nations as expressed in Article I, 
“to achieve international cooperation in 
solving international problems of an eco- 
nomic, social, cultural, or humanitarian char- 
acter.” The development of supranational 
institutions of an administrative character 
will in time result in the emergence of pat- 
terns or codes of administrative procedure. 

Whenever nations work together through 
a common agency, they submit to a regime 
of international law. The European coun- 
tries and the South American countries 
which have established common markets 
work conspicuously in the role of suprana- 
tional groups. When the Inner Six and 
Outer Seven conduct business, a rule of law 
that is international in character moves into 
operation. 

There is a rather unusual international 
agency that was established in 1954 and 
known as the International Control Com- 
mission. It was created by the Geneva Con- 
ference at which France and the People’s 
Army of Vietnam agreed on a cessation of 
hostilities. The International Control Com- 
mission was composed of members from 
Canada, India, and Poland. It served an 
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important function in supervising the end 
of the war in Vietnam. It—or another 
agency like it—could be asked to mediate 
an end to other civil wars. Its usefulness in 
situations such as Laos presented in the 
winter of 1960 was obvious. Laos, closer to 
China than Cuba is to us, is an inflammatory 
situation. If it is anything other than a 
neutral nation, it will create endless friction. 
Canada, England, and India were anxious 
for the International Control Commission 
to mediate the Laos situation in the fall of 
1960. Eisenhower's State Department and 
Pentagon were against it. Millions were 
poured into Laos in an effort to make it a 
pro-Western beachhead. Power politics were 
again substituted for a rule of law. 

The tolls with which we can evolve a “rule 
of law” into a more mature system are at 
hand. There is only the will to use them. 
Why do nations hold back? Why are we not 
willing to take the lead in inaugurating a 
truly golden age for international law? We 
could, I think, do it, if we asserted the moral 
leadership of which we so often boast. We 
need more commitment and less lip service. 
World opinion is ready to be marshaled. 
Small nations quiver on the sidelines as they 
watch giant rivals spar, threaten, and shake 
their nuclear fists. The world is filled with 
such a sense of insecurity that for the first 
time in history solid foundations for a “rule 
of law” can be laid. 

There are of course great gulfs between 
the law, customs, and mores which we of 
the West accept as normal and which other 
parts of the world practice. One of our major 
errors, as we emerged from a century and a 
half of isolationism, was to think of the 
world as if it were made in our image; at 
times we even thought that the non-con- 
formists should be remade in our image. 
The advanced form of democracy which we 
enjoy, which Europe for the most part rep- 
resents, which flourishes in Canada, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, and which is taking 
sturdy hold in India and Israel, is largely 
unknown in the world. Many societies de- 
veloped along family lines, not community 
lines. Familial, not democratic, regimes have 
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shaped the affairs of many Asian countries 
for centuries. As recently stated, “All these 
non-Western native societies are family-cen- 
tered and tribal-centered rather than nation- 
centered and contractually guided in their 
binding social organization and in their 
moral and religious loyalties. Not only is the 
family and the tribe the basic locus and 
transmitter of moral, political and even reli- 
gious authority and value, but within the 
family the rule of the elder, as determined 
by biological birth, often constitutes the 
good.”!? It is a familial, not a democratic, 
type of regime that governs Formosa today. 
Pakistan is making modest advances toward 
a democratic society. Turkey has great prom- 
ise. Indonesia is holding most political ex- 
periments in abeyance. 

African tribes hold much of the land in 
trust for the people. “The community (for 
the most part) takes care of the indigent, 
and everybody belongs to somebody.’ Yet 
tribal life is breaking up; about 40 million 


have left their tribes and sought new lives 


in villages and cities. These transitions prom- 
ise turmoil and unrest. Chaos may indeed 
mount in the Congo. 

Africa apart, there are great diversities 
among nations. The dictatorships of the 
Communist world as opposed to the democ- 
racies of the West mark only some of the 
differences. There are absolute monarchies, 
dictatorships that have been long and en- 
during, military regimes that may be short 
interregnums, and democracies at various 
stages of development. Capitalism, socialism, 
communism, compete for followers. The 
goals and ideals are many and diverse. 

Much of the world is illiterate. Across the 
Middle East and in Asia illiteracy is the rule. 
Ethiopia is 98 per cent illiterate. Liberia— 
which we often think of as an American 
stepchild—has a literacy rate no higher than 
10 per cent. That represents the African 
average. Leaders in these countries must 
make bricks without straws. The question 
is not, will democracy be saved? It is, will 
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democracy ever be born? If democracy 
emerges in the hinterland, it will be in the 
distant future. 

The vast gulfs that exist between various 
world cultures mean that the common 
ground for world law will be narrow and 
selective. It starts, of course, with the rule 
against aggressive war; and it proceeds from 
there to all the stuff which treaties, con- 
tracts, commercial engagements, investments, 
travel, communication, and the like shape 
up into controversies. There are only lim- 
ited areas where today we can rightfully say 
common ground can be found. Yet they are 
important, indeed critical, ones; and they 
will expand as the peoples of the world work 
with their newly emerging institutions of 
law and gain confidence in them. 

We are at an impasse at a global level 
which every nation in its history has experi- 
enced at local levels. In the Civil War, 
Missouri was a military department gov- 
erned by the army. It was torn with faction- 
alism; bandits prowled the highways; guer- 
tillas raided. Lincoln, in the words of Carl 
Sandburg, “voiced a faith in humanity not 
easy to apply in Missouri at that hour.’ 
Lincoln wrote to the military governor of 
Missouri about the “destruction of life and 
property” in that area and the formula for 
ending it: “A large majority in every locality 
must feel alike upon this subject; and if so, 
they only need to reach an understanding, 
one with another. Each leaving all others 
alone solves the problem; and surely each 
would do this but for his apprehension that 
others will not leave him alone. Cannot this 
mischievous distrust be removed?” 

The problems of the world in the 1960's 
are those of Missouri in the 1860’s—magni- 
fied many fold. And the philosophy of the 
United Nations toward world affairs is that 
of Lincoln toward the regional conflicts and 
clashes of his day. 

Some have the lingering notion that wars 
without nuclear weapons can be fought—if 
only nuclear weapons are abolished. That is 
dangerous thinking. Now that the art of 
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making them is known, they could be 
quickly manufactured even though all were 
destroyed. They are so strategically impor- 
tant that they would tempt any participant. 
Once war broke out, a frantic race would be 
on to manufacture again the outlawed nu- 
clear weapons. The side that won that race 
would have the opponent at its mercy. We 
know now that nuclear war risks all life on 
each continent that is involved, and per- 
haps all other life as well. That means that 
the central problem of this day is the pre- 
vention of war. 

The Charter of the United Nations con- 
tains a resolve on the part of the people “to 
save succeeding generations from the scourge 
of war, which twice in our lifetime has 
brought untold sorrow to mankind.” Effec- 
tive prevention of war means disarmament. 
Partial disarmament is a sham except insofar 
as it leads to the establishment of proce- 
dures which can be extended to full disarma- 
ment. The danger of partial disarmament is 
that each side aims to keep the weapon—or 
weapons—that best suits its strategic posi- 
tion. Russia, for example, would gladly trade 
atomic bombs for tanks, since with tanks 
she could still dominate the land mass of 
which she is the center. Pursuit of peace at 
this stage means making the search for fool- 
proof disarmament the first item on the 
international agenda. Walter Millis in his 
challenging work, “A World Without 
War,”!® shows that a viable world could 
easily exist if war were actually abolished 
and never again became an instrument of 
national power. 

The arrival of disarmament and the end 
of war would not of course mean the advent 
of peace in the sense that there would be a 
disappearance of conflict. Great antagonisms 
would persist. Disputes would continue; 
nations would press their claims for justice. 
Clash and conflict are present in every com- 
munity. They exist in virulent form at the 
world level and will continue. War from 
time out of mind has been one of the reme- 
dies for real or fancied wrongs. Now that it 
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is obsolete, the rule of law remains as the 
only alternative. This is not an expression 
of hope alone. We have in truth the sturdy 
roots of a rule of law, including a few of 
the procedures which human ingenuity has 
devised for resolving disputes, including 
conciliation and mediation, arbitration, ad- 
ministrative settlement, and judicial deter- 
mination. The rule of law is versatile and 
creative. It can devise new remedies to fit 
international needs as they may arise. The 
tule of law has at long last become indis- 
pensable for men as well as for nations. Now 
that the instruments of destruction have 
become so awesome that war can no longer 
be tolerated, the rule of law is our only 
alternative to mass destruction. 

We need to return to the philosophy of 
our Declaration of Independence, which 
was summed up by Carl Becker as follows: 
“At its best it preached toleration in place 
of persecution, good-will in place of hate, 
peace in place of war. It taught that beneath 
all local and temporary diversity, beneath 
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the superficial traits and talents that distin- 
guish men and nations, all men are equal in 
the possession of a common humanity; and 
to the end that concord might prevail on 
the earth instead of strife, it invited men to 
promote in themselves the humanity which 
bound them to their fellows, and to shape 
their conduct and their institutions in har- 
mony with it.”1¢ 

There is no reason for us to get tangled up 
in legalisms that march inexorably to the 
conclusion that total and complete sover- 
eignty must be retained. For we now know 
that when that claim is pressed by all na- 
tions, everyone faces extinction in a nuclear 
holocaust. We believe as a people that we 
have an “unalienable” right to “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness”; and it is 
increasingly apparent that our governing 
agencies must have sufficient freedom in 
policy-making and in action to assure us 
that right. 


. 16. The Declaration of Independence, 1942, 278. 
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Afternoon at the Sisterhood 


suaLLy, Mrs. Kaplan took a street car 
| | to the sisterhood meetings, getting 

off at Choate’s Corner to look at 
some of the women’s shops before walking 
the two blocks to Temple Ben Zion. As it 
happened, Mr. Kaplan was at home—finally 
complying with his doctor’s advice: “At 
your age, Saul, the next attack will be the 
last. Stay home a few day’s during the week. 
The office will get along without you... .” 
—and he drove his wife to the two-building 
center that was clearly the best architectural 
creation of Newline’s nine temples. Mrs. 
Kaplan had remarked to her husband that 
this latter fact was only fitting, since Ben 
Zion was also the only conservative syna- 
gogue in the town. They were a few minutes 
early when they reached the high brown 
doors fronting directly on Kenmore Avenue, 
and Saul drove around the block to let his 
wife off at the meeting-house side of the 
temple. 

“T still think it would be all nght if you 
came,” she said, as he pulled alongside the 
curbing. “I know Hannah Silver said Jesse 
might come. It wouldn’t be the first time 
one of the husbands was at a meeting.” 

“No, really, Mary, not with all those 
women!” 

“But I’m sure this Mrs. Kalin must have 
met Stephen; I understand she was there 
almost two months this last visit. I know 
the women would love to have you. I mean, 
they all know about Stephen.” 

“Two months, huh! Another expert. I 
wonder how little time you have to spend 
in Israel before you're allowed to lecture on 
the place? Heck! we’ve been there at least 
twice that much already. Maybe that’s what 
I could start doing in my spare time—give 
lectures on Israel.” He had a tendency to 
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squint with his left eye ever since the last 
attack, and when he spoke he rolled his 
head to let the open right eye see the effect 
of his words. Their life-long struggle to curb 
his sarcasm, fruitless at that, made him jit- 
tery lately when he talked with her; and he 
wished she would hurry up and get out of 
the car. 

“Well, all right,” she answered. “I think 
Bess Horwitz has her car, but Ill call you 
if I get stuck. Now you won’t go out, will 
you?” 

“No, no. The new COMMENTARY 
came. I’m going to read that this afternoon.” 

In the meeting house, Mrs. Kaplan de- 
posited her coat on one of the tables in the 
vacant dining room, getting a coat check 
from the recognized Gentile janitor who 
stood directly beneath the No Tipping sign. 
She didn’t like the dining room at times like 
this—the tables uncovered and empty. It 
seemed cruel to her that these abandoned 
pieces of wood, so gaily covered and deco- 
rated for Bar Mitzvahs or weddings, were so 
desolate underneath it all. She was glad the 
various brown furs laid out carefully two 
coats to a table, with an occasional black or 
gray persian lamb mixed in, were beginning 
to brighten the room. 

“Mary, how are you?” Dot Lowenstein 
greeted Mrs. Kaplan as she entered the 
meeting hall. “Did Fanny come with you?” 
Fanny was Mrs. Kaplan’s widowed sister 
who went out rarely but did attend a couple 
of the sisterhood meetings a year. 

“No, she’s not feeling too well this week. 
Saul drove me down. .. .” 

“Oh! how’s he feeling?” 

“Good, good, thank God. As long as he 
takes it easy, he doesn’t have any trouble,” 
Mrs. Kaplan said. 
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“Uhm! what a shame. If he’s home, he 
could have come to hear Mrs. Kalin.” In 
case the meaning of her words was unclear, 
which it wasn’t, Mrs. Lowenstein punctu- 
ated them by flipping open a hand high in 
front of her body, bringing a shoulder and 
her head closer together, pursing her lips, 
raising her eyebrows, and puffing out a 
cheek. 

“Well, it’s the sisterhood, so he didn’t 
feel right about it.” 

But before Mrs. Lowenstein could make 
her comment that such reluctance was fool- 
ish, Betty Baker joined them and began 
describing her newest granddaughter. 

“Mary, have you met my daughter-in- 
law?” Mrs. Baker asked, when a slender girl 
with deep brown eyes and a low forehead 
came up to take Mrs. Baker’s arm. 

“No, I don’t believe so,” Mrs. Kaplan 
said. 

“Nancy, this is Mrs. Kaplan—Eugene’s 
wife.” 

“How do you do?” 

“How do you do, Mrs. Kaplan?” 

“Nancy, Mrs. Kaplan is the woman, you 
know, I was telling you about whose son 
lives in Israel. Isn’t ‘that wonderful!” 


“Oh, yes. Eugene has told me about it 
also. He knew your son, though I guess he 
was a little bit older. Probably from school 
I think. You must be very proud, Mrs. 
Kaplan?” 

“Yes, naturally. And congratulations on 
your new baby, Nancy. Your mother-in-law 
was just telling me what a beautiful... .” 
It was nice, Mrs. Kaplan thought, having 
younger women in the sisterhood. It was 
good to get them interested in Jewish things. 
Arline had joined the sisterhood right after 
she married Stephen, and without Mrs. Kap- 
lan having made even the slightest hint. She 
was conscientious, too. Some of the younger 
ones slacked off as soon as they had a baby. 
Not Arline, though. Even with two small 
babies. . . . 

“Excuse me a minute, will you please?” 
Mrs. Kaplan broke in as Mrs. Lowenstein 
was speaking, having noticed Lil Cooper by 
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the serving table. “I want to see Lil before 
the meeting starts.” 

“Lil, how are you?” Mrs. Kaplan said, 
crossing. “I did want to tell you how much 
better I’m enjoying the book now that I’m 
getting into it a little more. It’s amazing 
though. How could he have ever gotten all 
that information?” 

“Fine. Yes, isn’t it.” Mrs. Cooper was 
occupied taking coffee cups out of a wire 
holder and putting them on the saucers 
spread out on the shaky rectangular table 
covered by a white tablecloth that draped 
far over all four sides. “Ah, there we are,” 
and she returned the holder to the toothless 
man in a white coat who had carried it out 
from the kitchen. 

“It’s quite impressive, Mary, isn’t it? Ac- 
cording to the papers, it took him almost 
twelve years to get all the material. It’s cer- 
tainly keeping me busy. You know, I was 
wondering, I don’t see how in the world I’m 
going to be ready to give the book review 
next week. I’ve got so much work to do yet, 
and on top of everything else David and 
Susan are driving in from New York for the 
week-end with the children, and Sidney may 
have to go away to Cleveland for a couple 
of days, so Diane said she'd bring the baby 
and move in for a few days. It’s wonderful 
to have your grandchildren around, but 
when all those infants start screaming at 
the same time I'd just as soon they come a 
little less. As long as I can visit them in 
their house, that’s enough. But anyway, I 
was thinking of calling the rest of the girls 
and putting the meeting off for at least a 
few days. Of course, if it’s too inconvenient 
I could always talk on a few more of Mala- 
mud’s stories.” 

Mrs. Kaplan was going to answer, though 
she wasn’t certain as to which alternative, 
when Mrs. Abrams appeared on the stage 
with Mrs. Kalin, and she and Mrs. Cooper 
hurried to take their seats in the fold-up 
wooden chairs lined up in front of the 
speaker’s platform. Mrs. Abrams, who was 
serving her third term as president of the 
sisterhood, went through the usual round of 
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pre-introduction announcements: there 
would be a children-and-mother service this 
Saturday morning; the next sisterhood meet- 
ing would be held two weeks from this com- 
ing Friday; the next scheduled meeting 
would have Elliot Rinton who would speak 
on “The Meaning of the New Administra- 
tion”; the women responsible for this week’s 
refreshments were Mrs. Eleanor Levine and 
Mrs. Toby Shapiro; the sisterhood’s charity 
drive has now collected $4,657.83 in the last 
eight months; there were three new mem- 
bers of the sisterhood for whom this was 
their first meeting; flowers were sent by the 
sisterhood to the funeral of Mrs. Cynthia 
Pearlman, one of the founders of the sister- 
hood; for those interested, the speaker at 
next week’s brotherhood meeting would be 
Professor Harold Merkin; etc., etc. 

“Now, it is my pleasure at this time to 
introduce Mrs. Isaac Kalin, our speaker for 
this afternoon. Mrs. Kalin, who now makes 
her home in New York City with her hus- 
band, two sons, and a daughter, was born in 
Israel some forty-five years ago. After study- 
ing at the... .” 

Mrs. Kalin was a thin, plain, unattractive 
woman with short scraggly hair. She spoke 
in fast, clipped tones—a female John Ken- 
nedy, Mrs. Kaplan mused—with the barest 
trace of an English accent. She moved about 
the dais with quick abrupt movements, and 
it was apparent that her emotional and 
mental zeal for the Jewish homeland did not 
lack for physical assistance. To hear Mrs. 
Kalin, it seemed she had managed to visit 
every Kibbutz in Israel, interview every 
member of the Knesset—all but take part 
in the filming of EXODUS, and scare off 
a few marauding Arab raiders; but of course 
she had been there only two months. When 
she finished, in a little less than thirty min- 
utes, Mrs. Kaplan couldn’t help wondering 
if even someone like herself, who had been 
thrice to Israel, and even supposing she had 
held the map of the country spread out 
before her, could have followed the geogra- 
phy of Mrs. Kalin’s itinerary. 


After a brief pause for Mrs. Kalin to drink 
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some water, there was a question period, 
and the woman generously answered all 
queries for over an hour. “Yes, girls are still 
serving in the Israeli Army. . . . It is antici- 
pated that Yael Dayan will write a second 
book—No, Ben Gurion did not tell her 
specifically whom he would have rather seen 
elected, but—Yes, Paul Newman is an ex- 
tremely handsome person in real life. . . .” 

While the women were standing about, 
drinking tea and eating the little white cakes, 
Mrs. Kaplan searched for Lil Cooper; she 
had made her decision: Malamud and the 
regular meeting. When she found Mrs. 
Cooper, they decided that would no doubt 
be best because a lot of the other women 
probably hadn’t had time to read the book 
either. 

“T’m having an awfully difficult time with 
it,” Mrs. Gold agreed when they happened 
to bump into her. “I may never get it read 
if things don’t stop coming up with my 
daughter-in-law. Believe me, it’s better if 
the children don’t live too close. Why, last 
week, can you imagine what she did, and my 
dumb son Henry lets her get away with it 
yet? Well, it seems that they had this baby- 
ater... 

“How does Maurice like working for 
Dade’s?” Mrs. Kaplan inquired of Mrs. 
Gold’s other son when the woman was fin- 
ished. 

“That’s certainly a wonderful concern— 
the way they’ve grown,” said Mrs. Gold. 
“Maurice just got a wonderful promotion. 
He’s a branch manager now—and all after 
just two years.” 

“Oh, how grand! I know Saul always said 
that if a young man stayed with them he 
couldn’t help but. . . .” 

“Mrs. Kaplan! Mrs. Kaplan, there you are!” 
the strong voice of Mrs. Abrams called. 
“This is Mrs. Kaplan whom I was telling 
you about,” and she introduced Mrs. Kalin. 

“T’ve heard about your son, Mrs. Kaplan,” 
Mrs. Kalin said, “though I’m sorry I didn’t 
get to meet him. I do want to tell you how 
much I admire what he’s doing over there.” 

“Thank you very much. I think he was 
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out of Israel when you were there. He travels 
quite a bit with his job. His company needs 
someone who speaks English to visit the 
African countries on business matters.” 

“Yes, I’m sure. How does he like Tel 
Aviv?” 

“Oh, much better than Haifa. It’s so much 
easier for Arline—that’s his wife—to keep 
house and take care of the children’s school- 
ing. It’s so much more modern, you know.” 

“Stephen Kaplan was no ordinary young 
man,” Mrs. Abrams explained to Mrs. Kalin, 
“believe me. When he left Dade’s he was 
making an excellent salary. It wasn’t that he 
was one of those young men who go to a 
new country because they can’t find them- 
selves here.” 

“The whole thing is so heart-warming, 
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Mrs. Kaplan,” Mrs. Kalin said. “If more 
Jews here could just realize how much work 
there is yet to be done in Israel! It’s so thrill- 
ing when you consider what they have done 
in such a short time. I know I’ve tried to 
get my own children to keep going over 
there as much as they can; and when they 
come back to encourage their friends to try 
to see Israel and learn what they can do to 
help. Really, it’s so hard at times, and then 
someone like your son comes along—and 
well, he’s a hero to people like myself who. 
. . » Why, I’m sorry Mrs. Kaplan, I’m sorry! 
Did I say something wrong? Why, Mrs. 
Kaplan, I—” 
But Mrs. Kaplan was taking out a hand- 
kerchief to dry her tears, and she tried to 
think of her son as a hero. 
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The American Family and American Character 


HE FAMILY is the social institution 
[we is developed around the child- 

mother-father-sibling relationship. 
Since it is within the organizing field of 
energies which that institution constitutes 
that the child first learns to become a human 
being, a social being, and since as a result of 
the interaction between himself and the 
socializing conditions of his particular family 
the foundations of his character and person- 
ality are laid, it should be obvious that if we 
are to understand that part of the American 
character which is an expression of the so- 
cialization process within the family, it is 
necessary to understand the structure and 
functioning of the American family. 

At the outset we are confronted with the 
fact that the American family neither pos- 
sesses quite the same structure nor functions 
in quite the same way in different classes. 
The differences ate appreciable and signifi- 
cant, and their effects upon the social devel- 
opment of the person are important. In fact, 
the effects of these differences play a very 
considerable role in determining the charac- 
ter and basic personality structure of the 
person in American society. Bearing this in 
mind we shall deal, for the purpose of this 
particular analysis, with the process of social- 
ization in the typical urban middle-class 
family. 

The ethos of the family is determined by 
the ethos of the society as a whole, and since 
the socialization of the child within the 
family is calculated to be a preparation for 
life in society, it is obvious why this should 
be so. The family is, in a very definite sense, 
a reflection in minuscule of the aims and 
ideals of the society of which it is a part. 
The dominant aims and ideals that prevail 
in any society are those with which the par- 
ents endeavor to equip their children. But 
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we are not so much concerned here with the 
process of this equipment as with the effects 
of the actual functioning of the American 
family upon the development of the charac- 
ter of the American. 

In the case of the American family we 
occupy an enviable position in being able to 
trace the antecedent conditions which have 
produced its peculiar structure. The condi- 
tions of life in America have uniquely influ- 
enced the development of society and the 
family. The frontier spirit, the spirit of ex- 
ploration, of adventure, of individualism, the 
spirit of progress, the measure of a man’s 
worth in terms of achievement, of economic 
status, the movement onwards to better and 
greater things, the breaking with the past— 
“The American Way.” In keeping with this 
spirit, parenthood in America, as Margaret 
Mead has pointed out, has become a very 
special thing: “Parents see themselves not 
as giving their children final status and place, 
rooting them firmly for family life in a de- 
pendable social structure, but merely as 
training them for a race which they will run 
alone.” 

The American parent is bent on seeing 
that his children go places and do things, 
with the difference that his children will go 
to better places and do bigger things. In no 
other land do parents do so much to make 
their children happy and successful as in 
America. Sensitive foreigners never fail to 
comment upon the fact that children appear 
to be so much happier in America than they 
are in Europe. As compared with Europe 
there is a greater freedom from parental over- 
discipline and a much greater freedom to 
behave as a person in one’s own right. These 
forms of behavior are not unrelated. 


1. Margaret Mead, The American Character, 


New York, Morrow, 1942, p. 41. 
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But let us now briefly consider the struc- 
ture of the American family. In other socie- 
ties the family is a common enterprise of 
mother and father. In America there is an 
asymetric segregation of the roles of mother 
and father in which by far the greater part 
of the socialization of the child falls to the 
mother. The father’s principal role is extra- 
familial; but although his role in the social- 
ization of the children is not, in terms of 
temporal duration, an extended one, it would 
be a grievous error to suppose that it is a 
minor one. The family is very much more 
than a refuge to him in which his chief 
purpose is to relax from the rigors of the 
masculine occupational world; it is that and 
a great deal more. There is no Western so- 
ciety in which the father is more devoted 
to his children and kinder to his wife than 
in America. It is, however, equally true that 
in no other society is the father so freely 
willing to make over the greater part of the 
upbringing of the children to his wife. This 
is illustrated by the story told of an Ameri- 
can who introduced his children to a friend 
with the remark, “George, meet my wife’s 
children.” It was a remark put by a Holly- 
wood script writer into a film. The fact that 
it was put into a film indicates that it was 
meant to strike a responsive chord, and it 
did. Popular recognition of the asymetric 
roles played by the mother and father within 
the family is illustrated by the inquiring re- 
mark made by a child to its mother concern- 
ing its father, “Mummy, who is that man I 
see around the house here on week-ends?” 

The fact that the father is so much less 
physically present than the mother, making 
him the weaker disciplinarian, the weaker 
socializing agent, has very important impli- 
cations for the development of the American 
character. In the first place, the emotional 
bonds with the mother are generally very 
much stronger than are the bonds with the 
father. “Mother's Day” is not merely a trib- 
ute to the “weaker sex,” for Americans do 
not believe in a “weaker sex.” The peculiar 
American phenomenon known as “mom- 
mism,” the sentimentalized attachment of 
the male to “mom,” is caricatured by the 


37 
hulking brute of a boxer who stertorously 
breathes into the microphone “Hello, Mom, 
this is Brusier. It was a good fight, an’ I won. 
See ya soon Mom.” A universally American 
way of swearing at a man is to call him a 
“son of a bitch”—an insult directed toward 
the one to whom the American is emotion- 
ally most attached. This oath is so common 
in America that it has lost a considerable 
amount of its force, but its original signifi- 
cance should not be overlooked. There is no 
similar oath involving the father. Jokes, how- 
ever, in which “father” gets the raw end of 
the deal are legion. 

The attachment to the mother is indi- 
cative of the importance of her role in form- 
ing the character of the child. This attach- 
ment to the mother has one very significant 
influence upon American character. Through 
its influence the American develops a certain 
number of traits which Europeans regard as 
feminine. Europeans describe these traits 
collectively under the term “softness,” the 
softness of the female as compared with the 
“hardness” familiar in European males. The 
American male tends to be gentle in the 
feminine sense, to be kindly, to be helpful, 
to be a “good mixer,” generous, and sympa- 
thetic. European women who know America 
agree that American men make the best hus- 
bands. They do not consider that American 
men compare intellectually with Europcan 
men, but they are convinced that they are 
easier to live with, that they are more coop- 
erative than European men. In brief, I 
should say that this difference between 
American and European men is a function 
of the difference in the amount and kind, 
and source, of the love which they receive 
in childhood. The tenderness of the Ameri- 
can male is something of which most Ameri- 
can parents are aware. Their anxiety that 
their boys should not develop too much as 
their daughters are encouraged to develop 
is reflected in their over-emphasis on “tough- 
ness.” There is a feeling that a boy ought 
to be “tough.” “Don’t be a sissy,” is the 
kind of thing more often heard in this coun- 
try than in any other. It is not that parents 
actually want their boys to be tough, but 
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they distinctly do not want them to be 
“soft”; and so from early childhood on there 
is this double influence of much mothering 
on the one hand, and on the other, also 
originating chiefly from the mother, those 
influences and rewards which are calculated 
to make “Junior” a little man. Two forms 
of socializing reinforcements operate upon 
Junior—the love of his mother which tends 
to make him gentle, and her use of her love 
to help Junior become a man. To return his 
mother’s love Junior soon learns that he 
must fulfill all the requirements necessary to 
become a man. Becoming a man, growing 
up in terms of the American creed, is mea- 
sured in terms of achievement, and this 
means competition. You must run better, 
skate better, play better, get better marks, 
eat better, get there faster than anyone else. 
You have got to get ahead. Getting ahead is 
the great object in life of American Juniors, 
for Junior’s getting ahead is, he learns, the 
principal means of retaining the love of his 
parents, particularly his mother. He learns 
that his parents’ love is conditioned upon 
how he compares, measures up, with others. 
He must compete and be successful. Becom- 
ing a man means being a success; and so the 
parents and Junior can hardly wait till the 
time when they can decently put Junior in 
long pants. America is one of the places in 
the Western world where boys not yet in 
their teens wear long pants. 

Girls, of course, are also affected by this 
drive pattern; and by the time the “little 
women” are half way through high-school, 
painted finger-nails and lips, and most of 
the other signs of technical adulthood have 
been adopted. The female, too, is judged in 
terms of comparison with other females. The 
most constant form of conspicuous achieve- 
ment exhibited by the American female is 
external attractiveness. The average Ameri- 
can middle-class female dresses as well and 
as expensively as only the members of the 
upper classes of Europe do. The lower-class 
American female dresses more attractively 
than the European middle-class female. In 
no European land is the principle of con- 
spicuous consumption so significantly sym- 
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bolized by the mink or sable coat as in 
America. It is not so much that the male 
regards his wife as a means by which he can 
demonstrate to the world his own successful 
achievement, as that the female uses her 
husband’s money to demonstrate her own 
successful achievement. ‘To succeed a woman 
must make herself attractive; and here again 
the drive is very strong. Hence, in no other 
land have beauty parlors, Helena Rubin- 
steins, and Elizabeth Ardens become the 
kind of institutions they are in America. 
Beauty is a big business. The charms of the 
female are everywhere in the market, but 
in no other land have they become so aggres- 
sively competitive in the open market as 
in America. It was in America that women 
first took to “bloomers”; it was in America 
that women first dared to raise their skirts 
above the ankle; and it was in America that 
women first abandoned the “bathing cos- 
tume” for the kind of beach-cloth they wear 
—or rather, don’t wear, but simply affect. 

It is not that women are any more sexu- 
ally endowed in America than they are else- 
where in the world, but simply that the 
great American spirit of competition has 
affected them no less than it has the men. 
The girl must make a better marriage than 
her mother did; she must move on and 
ahead. Hollywood interprets the pattern by 
the time she is old enough to go to the 
movies. On the screen the girl always marries 
the man of her dreams; the poor girl mar- 
ries the rich man’s son; the rich girl marries 
the poor but promising youth. This satisfies 
everyone—the noble rich girl steps down and 
the youth steps up; the noble poor girl steps 
up and the noble rich youth buys her a 
mink coat and a Deusenberg, and everyone 
lived happily ever after. The youth looks 
like Clark Gable and the girl like Katherine 
Hepburn or Ingrid Bergman or Veronica 
Lake or Betty Grable. 

The women are the most aggressively 
seductive in the world, and they like their 
men to be so too. They are contemptuous 
of the “sissy” who timorously says “May I?” 
and they prefer the tornado who descends 
upon them with a “Pucker up your lips, 
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Babe; I’m coming in on the beam!” A boy 
like that, they believe, will go places. 

To the European, American aggressive- 
ness is puzzling and distasteful, and “the 
dependence upon externals for the valida- 
tion of success” (Mead), appears childish. 
To the European, the American with his 
tremendous impetus to obtain prestige by 
achievement, his hunt for status, the Ameri- 
can seems to sell his birthright for a mess of 
unwholesome prestige. 

The American’s admiration for big things, 
for size, magnitude, quantity, the tallest 
buildings, the largest planes, the longest 
roads, the most money, and even his love 
of antiques, reflects the nature of his scale 
of achievement—he must excel, it is “the 
American way.” 

Obviously there is a definite and a clear 
relationship between the emphasis of the 
American’s socialization process and the 
nature of his character drives. 

Compared with the European father the 
American father is almost a negative quan- 
tity. While the European father may be 
away from home quite as much as if not 
more than the American father, the Euro- 
pean father is nothing like the pater ab- 
sconditas that the American is. The image 
of the European father is strong; that of 
the American comparatively weak. In Eu- 
rope the mother uses the father as a sort 
of bogey-man with which to threaten the 
children. “Father won’t like that,” or “Wait 
till your father comes home.” The father 
in Europe is feared; one goes in awe and 
respect of him. The next thing to the power 
of the deity is the father, and by the middle 
of his adolescent years an English boy, for 
example, is referring to his father as “the old 
man,” a phrase which perfectly defines the 
spirit of all that is patriarchal for the Eng- 
lishman. And in England there is an appre- 
ciable amount of hatred, conscious and 
unconscious, for the father.” 

On the other hand, the American father 
is looked upon as a friend by his children 


2. See the classical study by Edmund Gosse, 
Father and Son: A Study of Two Temperaments, 
Oxford University Press, 1934. 


from their earliest years. As a rule he is an 
interceder who tries to soften the disci- 
plinary behavior of his wife towards the 
children. His own disciplinary conduct as a 
parent tends to be kindly. You can argue 
with Father, and Father will often admit 
that he was wrong and apologizes to his 
children. Father gives them an enormous 
amount of freedom, and everyone knows 
that Father is a much easier mark than 
Mother. Nevertheless he can also make 
things difficult by withholding his approval 
and his money. But altogether there is a 
kindly affection associated with him. There 
is little conflict with him, and he does not 
constitute a competitor. The Oedipus com- 
plex can scarcely be said to exist in Ameri- 
cans. Father is not a rival; he is a friend, and 
you can argue with him. The image of 
authority is a reasonable one. It is probable 
that this peculiar child-father relationship 
explains that striking difference between 
European and American culture which can 
be summed up in the words “In America 
you can argue and bawl out the umpire; in 
Europe you never can.” It explains the free 
relations of American soldiers with their 
superior officers, and the protective benevo- 
lent attitude of officers to their men. 

This peculiar attitude towards the image 
of authority was interestingly exhibited 
within the first few days following the death 
of President Roosevelt. Most Americans felt 
as if they had lost a protecting father. The 
loss was in many cases felt as keenly as if 
a member of one’s own family had died. 
The President was not regarded as an awe- 
some unapproachable ruler, but as a kindly, 
helpful, guiding father, a person upon whom 
one could rely for a steadying hand, and to 
whom one could at the same time tell a 
joke. In Tsarist Russia the Tsar, “ba- 
toushka,”* (an intimate term for father), 
was similarly regarded by the peasant, but 
one could most certainly not “crack” jokes 


3. This term is usually incorrectly translated as 
“Little Father.” My friend, Professor Pitirim Soro- 
kin, tells me that it simply represents a more inti- 
mate term for father which, in its ordinary form, is 
“otietz.” 
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with him; there was enough of a conscious- 
ness of his autocratic role effectively to pre- 
vent that. The late Emperors of Germany 
and of Austria-Hungary and the Kings of 
Spain and Belgium were not regarded as 
kindly fathers. In those countries the image 
of the reigning monarch was patterned on 
the image of the autocratic father. The 
American likes his gods, his kings, and his 
presidents to be good mixers. 

Sibling rivalry in the American family is 
also weak, for as Mead points out, such 
rivalry is directed outwards to success in the 
outer world, in contradistinction to the Eu- 
ropean pattern in “which sibling rivalries are 
directed inwards towards actual personal re- 
lationships inside the family group.”® In the 
American family one typically gets along 
well with one’s siblings, and generally a 
great deal of affection exists between them. 
This ease of sibling relationships may explain 
the American’s easy relationships with stran- 
gers, his abilities as “a good mixer.” An 
Englishman will commonly not speak to 
strangers; to an American a stranger is an 
immediate stimulus towards the establish- 
ment of friendly relations and an exchange 
of personal and family histories. 





4. The resemblance between American and Rus- 
sian family is striking. On the congeniality of the 
American and Russian personalities see Pitirim Soro- 
kin, Russia and the United States, New York, Dut- 
ton, 1944, p. 55. 

5. Mead, op. cit., p. 111. 
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The American, compared with the Euro- 
pean, is a warm-hearted person. He is capa- 
ble of a good deal of sentiment and affection. 
These qualities may be attributed to the fact 
that as a child he receives a great deal more 
love than European children do. Not all of 
the love he receives is conditioned upon his 
successful achievement. 

In a sense the American never really grows 
up; he never grows beyond the ideals which 
were patterned for him as a child—the male 
remains an over-grown boy; the female an 
over-grown girl. The American prolongs his 
youthful habits and ambitions into middle 
age. The emphasis in America is positively 
upon youth. To remain youthful is itself an 
ideal to maintain. Hence, in no other land 
in the world do grandmothers and grand- 
fathers try so consistently to resemble their 
grandchildren. The American, in short, is in 
many ways best described as an arrested 
adolescent, who, therefore, has within him 
great potentialities for growth and develop- 
ment. 

When the ethos of American culture 
swings away from the over-weening empha- 
sis on material achievements to a more 
balanced view of life, there is a good chance 
that the American character may yet serve 
as a guiding light to the rest of the world. 
And there is good hope of this, for Ameri- 
cans are still in the growing-pains stage of 
their development. 





SONNET FOR A WIDOW 

By Saran SINGER 
Concluded now, the rites, the eulogies, 
The manifest condolences that gloss 
Finality with hope; the bitter lees 
Of anguish drained, irrevocable loss 
Each hour defined anew in breadth and spate 
Of unplumbed silence. Weary beyond prayer 


Or whys or tears, as shadows inundate, 

She drowses, spent now, even of despair. 

At last she sleeps, her black-crepe widowed plight 
Annulled, forgotten in a mummer’s masque 

Of dream; reprieved till morning harsh with light 
Shall wrench her to recall; to time and task 
Unmeaning now: dust purged from sill and shelf, 
The house swept bare, swept hollow as herself. 





An aioe F lcailiw 


ANY EDUCATORS of sound judgment 
have testified to Francis Wayland 
Parker’s influence on American 


schools, among them William T. Harris, 
G. Stanley Hall, and Nicholas Murray But- 
ler. In 1930 John Dewey wrote, “Parker 
more than any other person was the father 
of the progressive education movement.”? 
When Dewey first lectured to Parker’s fac- 
ulty at the Cook County Normal School, 
Parker said, “This educational theory I have 
never been able to state satisfactorily. This 
is what I have been struggling all my life to 
put into action.” 

Parker was the blunt and aggressive man 
who had led in making Chicago the nation’s 
educational storm center before 1900. He 
went to head Chicago’s Cook County Nor- 
mal School in 1883, was followed to Chicago 
by Jane Addams at Hull House in 1889, 
and by William Rainey Harper at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago in 1890. Four years later 
Harper appointed John Dewey head of the 
university's department of philosophy. 

If Dewey’s educational philosophy evolved 
in Chicago in the 1890’s, might not Parker 
have provided him with the concrete exam- 
ple of a democratic, child-centered school? 
Might not Addams have focused Dewey’s 
attention on the social problems of an in- 
dustrial society? Might not Harper have 
provided Dewey with a view of education 
as an on-going process from birth to death? 

Parker was born October 9, 1837, in Pisca- 
taquag Village near Bedford, New Hamp- 
shire. He had been named Francis Wayland 
after the famous New England preacher and 
president of Brown University. His father, 





1. John Dewey, “How Much Freedom in New 
Schools?” New Republic (July 9, 1930), pp. 204- 
205. 

2. Ida Cassa Heffron, Francis Wayland Parker 
(Los Angeles: Ivan Deach, Jr., 1934), p. 36. 
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By FRANKLIN PARKER 


a partially deaf cabinet-maker, died when 
Francis was six. An uncle, appointed his 
guardian, apprenticed Francis to a farmer 
in Goffstown, New Hampshire, where he 
worked five years, attending school eight 
weeks of each winter. Over his guardian’s 
objections he went to school full time for 
three years at Mount Vernon, New Hamp- 
shire, working after hours and during sum- 
mers to pay his way. 

Parker asked his guardian for the remain- 
ing forty dollars of his inheritance to finish 
one more term of school, which would en- 
able him to be a teacher as his mother and 
grandfather had been. Again over his guard- 
ian’s objections he finished the school term 
and in 1853 at sixteen began six years of 
country school teaching in New Hampshire 
at Corser Hill, Auburn, Hinsdale, and his 
native Piscataquag. 

A former classmate who was first assist- 
ant in the school at Carrollton, Illinois, 
recommended Parker as its principal. ‘There 
from 1859 to 1861 he taught 125 pupils to 
mend and whitewash fences, dig weeds, and 
sow grass for a proper playground on the 
school grounds. 

The Carrollton school board members, 
originally from Kentucky and Virginia, were 
Southern sympathizers. Parker incurred their 
displeasure by voting for Abraham Lincoln 
and by trying to join a cavalry company be- 
ing formed there for the Union Army. As 
punishment his school board members te- 
duced his salary. 

While vacationing at home in Bedford, 
New Hampshire, during the 1861 school 
term, he received a telegram from Alton, 
Illinois, High School board members who, 
sympathizing with his patriotic stand at Car- 
rollton, wanted him to be principal of their 
school. Parker accepted, but before leaving 
home he was asked to help recruit a military 
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company. Anxious to support the Union, he 
accepted a commission as a lieutenant in 
September, 1861, in Company E, Fourth 
New Hampshire Volunteers. 

Parker took part in the Battle of Port 
Royal Bay, South Carolina, in 1861; par- 
ticipated in the Florida expedition in 1862; 
was present at the siege of Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 1863; and served as a captain 
under General Butler in the Virginia cam- 
paign of 1864. He received a gunshot wound 
in the throat in August, 1864, a wound 
which left a permanent rasping quality in 
his voice. While on convalescent leave in 
December, 1864, he married Phenie E. Hall 
of Bennington, New Hampshire. Returning 
to duty at New Haven, Connecticut, he 
was promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel, rejoined his regiment at Port Royal, 
South Carolina, helped supply General 
Sherman’s Army, and was captured. When 
Lee surrendered, Parker was paroled at 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and from there 
returned home. 

Against the advice of friends Parker de- 
clined a commission in the regular army 
with a post in Washington, D. C. Instead, 
for three years from 1865 to 1868, he was 
the principal of the North Grammar School 
at Manchester, New Hampshire, at an an- 
nual salary of $1,000. Influenced by his 
military experience he made use of compe- 
tition as an incentive for pupil effort and 
ranked pupils according to achievement. 

Political affairs made Parker’s school work 
untenable in New Hampshire. He went 
west again in 1868 to become principal of 
the First District School of Dayton, Ohio, 
at a salary of $1,600. This was his first ex- 
perience with very small children. Wanting 
to learn more about primary education, he 
studied the writings of Edward Sheldon, who 
had read Pestalozzi’s object lessons through 
the Oswego Normal School in New York. 

In 1869 Parker was appointed principal 
of a new normal school in Dayton, Ohio, 
and here his awakening reform ideas evoked 
opposition. By questioning the accepted 
pattern of teaching solely from a textbook, 
he aroused the criticism of publishing firms. 
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Through adverse newspaper reports of his 
innovations, these interests sought to oust 
him. Parker’s bold stand spurred on critics 
who, casting about for reasons to justify 
their attacks, pointed to the fact that he 
was not a college graduate. The death of his 
wife in 1871, the mounting criticism, and 
his own uncertainty about the correctness 
of his views caused him to resign in 1872. 

A tuming point now came in Parker’s 
career. A $5,000 legacy left him by an aunt 
enabled him to study at the University of 
King William in Berlin and to travel in 
Holland, Switzerland, Italy, and France. 
This period of study and travel between his 
thirty-fifth and thirty-seventh years were 
most influential. He came in contact with 
the work previously done by Pestalozzi, was 
influenced by the Herbartians, and was par- 
ticularly attracted to the Froebelian Kinder- 
garten schools, which he studied intensively 
in Berlin. Before his European study, Parker 
had not made unique educational contribu- 
tions other than those made by a command- 
ing personality in the classroom who could 
reach and motivate pupils. His Civil War 
experience had left him a martinet in disci- 
pline and a believer in competition and 
emulation. These attitudes somehow 
changed after his study in Germany. 

Returning to the United States early in 
1875, Parker at first could not find a suit- 
able post at home or in Boston, where he 
preferred to be. Through a chance acquaint- 
ance with a member of the famous Adams 
family of Quincy, Massachusetts, he was 
appointed the first school superintendent 
that city had had. Here in five years from 
1875 to 1880 he gained a national reputa- 
tion. 

In evaluating Parker’s contributions at 
Quincy, Dewey in 1902 pointed out that 
routine school work had so absorbed teach- 
ers that they had lost sight of the individual 
pupil. Because of the good results he gained 
at Quincy, Parker focused the attention of 
educators on the individual child, and in the 
tradition of Rousseau and Pestalozzi placed 
the learner at the center of the educational 
process. 


AN AMERICAN EDUCATOR 


I. L. Kandel recently reported that Parker 
at Quincy had been among the first school 
administrators to provide teachers with as- 
sistants in each class to help backward 
pupils. Kandel also pointed out that Parker's 
attempts at ability grouping and his plans 
for unit instruction antedated by more than 
twenty-five years similar efforts by Carleton 
Washburn at Winnetka, Illinois, and Helen 
Parkhurst at Dalton, Massachusetts.? 

Inevitably some Quincy teachers and 
community members opposed Parker as a 
faddist and a fanatic. But his school board 
members supported him, among them John 
Quincy Adams, Charles Francis Adams, Jr., 
and James H. Slade. Opposition and his 
own intransigency gave him vast publicity. 
By one account, as many as 30,000 visitors 
came to observe his methods at Quincy. Of 
his success there he wrote, “When our 
schools in Quincy became famous and thou- 
sands of visitors poured in, and it was writ- 
ten up in all the papers and discussed, I was 
probably the most astonished man in the 
whole community.”* Asked to explain his 
“Quincy Method,” Parker scoffed that he 
had no method, but rather that he had 
borrowed from any source he could which 
helped him make learning real, useful, and 
enjoyable. 

Parker moved to Boston in 1880 as one 
of six supervisors under a city superintend- 
ent and was placed in charge of the primary 
schools of the north end of South Boston. 
Since the Boston school system was larger 
than Quincy’s, more centralized, and more 
highly systematized, it was understandable 
that Boston school people should be con- 
servative in their curricular and administra- 
tive practices. Some teachers and principals 
in Parker’s district opposed his liberal school 
views. This opposition, along with his being 
removed more than he liked from classroom 
activities, prompted him to leave Boston. In 
1882 he married Mrs. M. Frank Stuart, who 
was the first assistant in the Boston School 

3. Isaac L. Kandel, American Education in the 
Twentieth Century (Cambridge: Harvard Univer- 
sity Press, 1957), p. 137. 


4. William M. Giffin, School Days in the Fifties 
(Chicago: A Flanagan Company, 1906), p. 131. 
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of Oratory, and in 1883 he became principal 
of the Cook County Normal School at 
Englewood, near Chicago. 

This fifteen-year-old county normal school, 
which had had a struggling existence, had 
declined markedly after the death of its 
principal, D. S. Wentworth. What was 
needed was an administrator with a firm 
hand who was also a builder—requirements 
Parker admirably filled. The normal school 
was composed of a professional training 
class and a demonstration elementary school. 
During his first year Parker introduced a 
manual training department into his ele- 
mentary school. Said to have been among 
the first in the country (1883), this depart- 
ment antedated by more than ten years 
similar manual training work in Dewey’s 
experimental school at the University of 
Chicago. 

Though Parker emphasized learning 
through activity programs rather than 
through memorization, he insisted that his 
teachers be thoroughly prepared in subject 
matter, teaching methods, and child devel- 
opment. Before his student teachers could 
teach in the demonstration school, they 
were required to prepare acceptable subject 
matter “knowledge papers” and teaching 
method “lesson plans.” 

Parents of pupils in the demonstration 
school at first opposed innovations whose 
results were not immediately evident. This 
opposition changed to approval when it was 
seen that Parker’s pupils actually received 
more attention, care, and character training 
and that they acquired more knowledge and 
skill than did children in other elementary 
schools. 

Loyal support from parents, teachers, 
ministers, and educators saved Parker time 
and again from dismissal during his bitter 
clashes with the Cook County school board 
members, politicians, and conservative ele- 
ments. Vigorous in his defense were Jane 
Addams of Hull House and Rabbi Emil G. 
Hirsch of Chicago who staunchly shared his 
view of public schools as Americanizing 
agencies for immigrant groups. He was by 
far the most controversial figure in Chicago’s 
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educational circles. On the national scene 
he figured prominently at NEA meetings 
from 1880 to 1900. He served on the NEA 
Committee of Fifteen in 1893, which rec- 
ommended revision of the elementary school 
curriculum. 

Parker’s work at Cook County Normal 
School, even more than at Quincy, attracted 
wide attention. Visitors from all over the 
United States and from foreign countries 
came to observe. Among the visitors in 1897 
was a public-spirited Chicagoan, Mrs. Em- 
mons Blaine, who had inherited a large 
fortune from her father, Cyrus H. McCor- 
mick, inventor of the reaper. Her husband’s 
death early in their marriage and the need 
to raise her fatherless son, prompted her 
keen interest in primary education. She took 
teacher-training courses and became herself 
an expert teacher. 

Realizing in her own mind the far-reach- 
ing significance of Parker’s educational ideas, 
convinced of the soundness of his views, 
and wanting to free him from the criticism 
often levelled at public administrators, Mrs. 
Blaine offered to endow for Parker and his 
faculty a private teacher-preparatory school. 
Parker accepted and in 1899 headed at Lin- 
coln Park the Chicago Institute. It consisted 
of a teacher-training department and a dem- 
onstration elementary school. Soon after its 
inception William Rainey Harper, then en- 
gaged in creating the University of Chicago 
with the backing of John D. Rockefeller, 
urged Parker to merge the Chicago Institute 
into his university as its department of edu- 
cation. 

With Mrs. Blaine’s financial help, the 
year-old demonstration school of the former 
Chicago Institute was continued as the 
Francis W. Parker School and exists to this 
day. Parker served as the first director of the 
University of Chicago’s Department of Edu- 
cation until his death on March 2, 1902. 
John Dewey, as the second director, suc- 
ceeded Parker. 

In the last analysis, what precisely did 
Parker contribute to American education? 
Why should John Dewey have credited 
Parker with being “the father of the pro- 
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gressive education movement” and what had 
G. Stanley Hall meant when he said of 
Parker’s work, “I come here every year to 
set my educational watch”?> Why did Har- 
old Rugg, who found in Parker a kindred 
spirit, write of him as “the pioneering genius 
of the new education in America’”’?® 

Something of Parker’s contributions may 
be found in the fact that as an early school 
reformer he improved the teaching of geog- 
raphy and first popularized the core curricu- 
lum approach by concentrating learning 
around key subjects. Something may also be 
inferred from the fact that Parker pioneered 
the break away from the deadening teaching 
routine that so long gripped American edu- 
cation. School, Parker said, should provide 
fresh adventures and new experiences. 
“Whatever else you do,” he told his teach- 
ers, “do something different. Uniformity is 
death; variety is life.’* And Kandel’s obser- 
vation about Parker having focused educa- 
tors’ attention on individual differences has 
already been mentioned. 

Rugg stated without reservation that Par- 
ker’s demonstration school in Chicago was 
“the first ‘child-centered school’ in America, 
and one of the first to be created anywhere 
in modern industrial society.”* Kandel’s 
analysis, supplementing Rugg’s statement, 
pointed out that without the benefit of G. 
Stanley Hall’s psychological skill or Hall’s 
laboratories, Parker intuitively succeeded in 
making learning grow out of children’s spon- 
taneous tendencies.® If one were so inclined, 
he might find and trace a thread of influence 
from Rousseau’s Emile, to Schiller’s Letters 
on the Aesthetic Education of Man, to 
Froebel’s The Education of Man, to Par- 
ker’s kindergarten study in Germany, and 


_to his Quincy and Chicago innovations. 


5. Heffron, op. cit., p. 39. 
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Merle Curti, concluding his evaluation of 
Parker with the bold statement, “Parker 
began the emancipation of the American 
child,” also lists for Parker a significant 
array of firsts: first to establish a large gar- 
den in a public elementary school, one of 
the first to make field trips and visits to 
factories and to the country a part of in- 
struction, and among the first to unite home 
and school.'! Certainly on the last point 
Parker was a pioneer. His parent-teacher 
meetings, among the earliest in America, 
were also among the most successful. Be- 
cause his work was new and different, and 
hence often suspected and criticized, he 
wanted to make clear to parents what he 
and his teachers were doing and what his 


10. Curti, op. cit., p. 395. 
11. Ibid., p. 383. 


45 
educational aims and methods were designed 
to accomplish. In binding strands of under- 
standing and cooperation between home 
and school, Parker benefited pupils and 
teachers and the school itself as a social in- 
stitution. 

Parker’s contributions ultimately rested on 
his courage. It took such courage to break 
new paths, because he knew that criticism 
would follow, even from honest and honor- 
able people. It is always frightening for one 
to go against a popular trend. 

To children he was tender; to teachers 
encouraging and challenging. To the public 
he was a shocking and disturbing force. To 
those who opposed him he was fearless and 
aggressive. He accepted the challenge his 
time and circumstances placed upon him. 
Nothing became him so well as the mantle 
of reformer. 





from Sages, Chronirlers, 
and Scribes 


Within the limitations of space assigned to this project, writings and 
memorabilia centuries old will be published and experiences will be 
depicted which were of vast and primary importance in the little-re- 
membered, long-ago annals of Jewry and other minorities.—Editor. 





YOM KIPPUR 


By PauLine WENGEROFF 


From Memoirs of a Grandmother* 
Translated from the German by Harriet Rosenthal 


in our father’s home on Erev-Yom Kip- 


| STILL REMEMBER the awe that prevailed 
pur, the eve of the Day of Atonement. 


* Pauline Wengeroff, author, was born in 1833 
in Bobruisk, Lithuania, and died in 1916 in Minsk, 
White Russia. She was the child of Orthodox par- 
ents but received a thorough European education. 
She became known, chiefly in Central Europe, 
through her autobiographical Memoiren einer Gross- 
mutter, Bilder aus der Kulturegeschichte der Juden 


Then our pious parents forgot all worldly 
interests and lived only on prayers. 
As dusk approached, everybody prepared 


Russlands in neunzehnten Jahrhundert. This was 
published in Berlin in 1908 and 1910, preface by 
Gustav Karpeles. It mirrors the cultural life of Rus- 
sian Jewry from the 1830s to 1892, the Haskalah 
period, the attempts at reform by Rabbi Max Lilien- 
thal, and the effects on the Jewish masses of spiritual 
transformation through Western education. 
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for the ceremony of kaporot. Every man 
took a rooster by the feet. Every woman 
took a hen. A special prayer was recited, and 
then the fowls were swung three times in an 
overhead circle and thrown away. After that 
the birds were killed and eaten. 

It was a holy duty to make the Yom Kip- 
pur candle, and for this we had the help of 
a Gabete named Sarah. (Gabetes were old 
women who devoted themselves to charit- 
able work.) 

Sarah appeared with a parcel of small 
prayerbooks for women—written in Yiddish- 
German—and an enormous ball of wick 
thread and a big piece of wax. She and my 
mother began by reading the books with 
outbursts of crying. Then Sarah took the 
ball of wick thread, put it in her apron, and 
faced mother at a distance of one meter 
(39.37 inches). 

Sarah gave the end of a thread to mother, 
who began to pull the thread toward her. 
As mother did this, she called in a sobbing 
voice the names of all family members who 
were dead. She recalled the good deeds of 
the departed and pulled a thread from the 
ball for each dead person. When the whole 
roll had been called, this provided threads 
of the proper thickness for our candle wick. 

The names of living family members were 
called in the same way, and when somebody 
was dangerously ill it was customary to mea- 
sure the sides of the cemetery with wick 
thread and then apply the threads to the 
making of Yom Kippur candles. 

Mother never ate before making the can- 
dle, for a person is more humble with an 
empty stomach—and more inclined to cry. 

The first half of the day was gay. We ate 
a great deal of fruit and recited the hundred 
blessings. Then we went to bathe and 
dressed ourselves in white to be pure and 
worthy before the Eternal Judge. 

During Minchah, the afternoon service, 
everybody had beaten his chest thirty-five 
times and had wept profusely. The men 
went to the synagogue and returned, eyes 
red from crying, to eat the traditional sup- 
per with great solemnity. 
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We children were filled with fearful ex- 
pectation. Everybody was silent, feeling the 
effect of something grave and unspoken. 

After the meal, everybody removed his 
shoes, and the men donned over their coats 
their long white kittels (the death shirts in 
which Jews are buried), completing their 
costumes with silver-fabric belts and small 
silver-fabric caps. Then, with coats over their 
shoulders, the men went to the synagogue 
again. 

Before leaving, father blessed every child 
and grandchild. The servants came in, sob- 
bing, and asked each other “mauchel sein” 
—forgiveness. And my mother asked forgive- 
ness of any servant she might have insulted 
during the year. 

At the synagogue, brightly lighted by 
numerous candles, the solemn Kol Nidrei 
prayer was offered before the open Oren 
Kodesh, the Holy Ark. And those who 
prayed were deeply stirred. They were put 
into a repentant mood to confess all the 
insults they had hurled at one another dur- 
ing the year. 

All was forgiven. Even the insults and the 
abuses of the Gentiles were forgiven. Every 
Jew wished to free himself from all his sins. 
On this evening above all others, he recog- 
nized the helplessness of man in the vastness 
of the universe. He understood the truth of 
the words that “we mortals are in the hand 
of God as clay in the hand of the potter . . . 
as stone in the hand of the mason . . . He 
shapes everything at His own will...” 

After our parents left the synagogue, we 
children huddled around our oldest sister, 
Chashe Feige, our beloved protector and 
teacher. She recited the evening prayer, and 
we stood devoutly beside her, keeping pace 
with the words. I heard her sob, and I was 
frightened. The whole house was enveloped 
in deep silence. The wax candles crackled 
mysteriously. And in my imagination, I saw 
what transpired in heaven before the throne 
of God. I heard the voices of the people 
asking for mercy. I saw that even the angels 
stood in awe and fear before the Almighty. 
I saw that the Master, in His mercy, tested 

















FROM SAGES, CHRONICLERS, AND SCRIBES 


the hearts of the just and gave His compas- 
sion to those who sincerely repented. 

About nine o’clock, our sister told us to 
go to bed. But our hearts were heavy, and 
we begged her to stay with us. And she sat 
with us until we fell asleep. 

On the following day, the mood of those 
in the synagogue was even more solemn, and 
the outside world seemed even more remote 
to them. 

On Judgment Day, on the great holy Yom 
Kippur, God the Master sits alone in judg- 
ment over the sins of the people. The angels 
tremble and shout: “This is the Day of 
Judgment.” The great shofar is sounded. It 
is determined who shall live in the coming 
year, who shall die a natural death, and who 
shall die a treacherous death, who shall 
become poor or rich, who shall be raised or 
lowered. But repentance, prayer and charity 
cancel the stern decree. 

What is man? “He comes from and te- 
turns to dust. He is like the potsherd that 
breaks, the flower that fades, the grass that 
withers, the smoke that floats away without 
a trace, the dream that disappears . . .” 

Our house was disordered. The shutters 
on the windows were closed. The rooms 
were not cleaned. Still standing about were 
the sand-filled pots in which the stumps of 
candles still burned, as they had burned 
through the night, filling the air with a 
heavy scent. 

At noon we children were given our tea 
and breakfast, which also served as lunch 
and which consisted of kapores (cold 
chicken) and white bread. Then our play- 
mates appeared, and the mood of grief and 
oppression gradually lifted from us. 

At dusk the household began to stir. The 
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rooms were put in order, the tea table was 
set, many candles were lit, and a cup of wine 
and a braided wax candle were prepared for 
Havdolah. 

The darker it grew outside, the lighter the 
room became. The samovar bubbled invit- 
ingly on the table when the adults returned 
from the synagogue. Everybody was ex- 
hausted from fasting and praying, but all 
waited patiently until father and the others 
had washed and combed their hair, which 
had been forbidden in the morning. Then 
father made Havdolah. That is, he recited 
the prayer over the cup of wine. 

Everybody seated himself at the table, 

which was richly laden with cold food and 
cakes. Although the stomach had not re- 
ceived even one drop of water in twenty-four 
hours, it was filled now with sweet, sour, 
bitter and salty food. All traces of fatigue 
vanished, and faces glowed with inner peace 
and contentment. Now this hard day was 
behind us for another year. 
_ After satisfying his hunger, everybody be- 
came happy and cheerful. At the head of 
the table, reclining in his large armchair, our 
father began to repeat—half singing—the 
exalted passages of the day’s prayers. The 
young men joined in, as did the cantor of 
the synagogue, a good friend who often 
came to visit us. 

The family sat together long past mid- 
night in this gay, happy mood. It did not 
occur to anybody to go to bed after such a 
wearying day, although it would be neces- 
sary to be at the synagogue at daybreak the 
next morning to prevent the slanders of 
Satan. For if the synagogue was not visited, 
Satan could say to God: “Look! Yesterday 
you forgave your people their sins, and today 
nobody is present. Your house is empty!” 





. . . The example of the Hebrew nation laid down the parallel lines on which all 
freedom has been won—the doctrine of national tradition and the doctrine of the 
higher law; the principle that a constitution grows from a root, by process of devel- 
opment, and not of essential change; and the principle that all political authorities 
must be tested and reformed according to a code which was not made by man... . 


John Acton, History of Freedom 
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Books reviewed in this issue may be 
purchased at the regular price through 
the Book Service Department of 
THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM, 
179 West Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 








Jews in Music, by Arthur Holde. Philo- 
sophical Library. 364 pp. $5.00. 

‘The author of this work is a former music 
critic and synagogue music director of Frank- 
fort, now living and writing in New York. 
Jews in Music is concerned not only with 
Jewish music but with the contribution to 
music in general by performers, critics, and 
musicologists of Jewish origin. It is of some 
interest to point out, as the Introduction 
states, that this book, presenting the achieve- 
ments of creative and performing Jewish 
musicians, “owes its origin to a grant from 
the Department of Cultural and Educational 
Reconstruction of the Conference of Jewish 
Material Claims against Germany in New 
York City.” It is only within the past thirty 
years that any extensive bibliography of Jew- 
ish activity in music has become evident. In 
contrast to the sporadic appearance of an 
occasional essay or a study (usually of Syna- 
gogue music), works by Idelsohn, Werner, 
Saminsky, Gradenwitz, Brod, Rabinowich, 
Rathmueller, Rosowsky, Saleski, Weisser, 
and Binder, published during the past thirty 
years, give some indication of increased pro- 
ductivity in this area. 

The book discusses music and musicians 
of the late eighteenth, the nineteenth, and 
the twentieth centuries. Its principal value 
is that of a compilation and reference work 
listing composers, performers, musicologists, 
collections, foundations, institutions, and or- 
ganizations. While it has more continuity, 
coherence, and authority than Gdal Saleski’s 
Famous Musicians of Jewish Origin, it makes 
no pretence of being a scholarly work in 
the category of Idelsohn’s still definitive 
History of Jewish Music. 

As is the case in most compilations, depth 
is sacrificed to area. What one misses here 
is insight, the capacity to penetrate, to illu- 
mine, to suddenly clarify. Thus, the weakest 
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portions of the book are those in which the 
author attempts to come to grips with basic 
and essential factors. Chapter XVII, “The 
Ideological Conflict,” dealing with Wagner's 
anti-Semitism, is, surprisingly enough, some- 
what superficial. Chapter XIX “On the 
Problems of a Jewish Style,” is hardly suc- 
cessful in its attempt to solve an avowedly 
challenging and difficult issue. Here, above 
all, where clarity and authority are the prime 
requisites, what is one to make of the follow- 
ing sentences: “We may speak of a Jewish 
style, before and after the Enlightenment, 
if we consider synagogue and folk-music in 
their purest forms as they originated in Fast- 
ern Europe. In their emotional content, in 
certain scales and rhythmic components pe- 
culiar to both these forms, we discover an 
individual style of rich variations”? Is it to 
be assumed that synagogue music in its 
purest form originated in Eastern Europe? 
How illuminating it would have been for 
the author to have cited specific examples 
of the music to which he refers. What is 
the emotional content, what are “the scales 
and rhythmic components peculiar to these 
forms”? These are neither specifically illus- 
trated nor otherwise identified. Conse- 
quently, there is no further clue as to what 
the author considers the tangible factors of 
a Jewish style. The lack of concrete reference 
in this instance is emphasized when it is 
contrasted with the specifics listed in defin- 
ing the folksongs of the Israeli Kibbutzim 
(pp. 329-30). Here, melodic, rhythmic, 
metric, and structural components are clearly 
and unequivocally given. Finally, the last 
phrase of the sentence quoted above, “an 
individual style of rich variations.” It is too 
meaningless. 

The question of any Jewish influence in 
Mendelssohn’s writing is hardly clarified 
when the author writes: “Felix Mendelssohn 











BOOKS 


was already alienated from the milieu of his 
ancestors — religiously, socially, philosophi- 
cally and artistically speaking” and two sen- 
tences later declare that “. . . we will scarcely 
err in saying that Mendelssohn’s musical 
language reflects the particular sensitivity of 
an artist coming from a Jewish background.” 
(P. 342.) In the succeeding paragraph, “Jew- 
ish overtones” (in Mendelssohn’s works) are 
supposedly heard in the “smooth modula- 
tion (sic) of the melodic line”; with Mahler, 
“it is the emphasis and the tendency toward 
sharp contrasts which reveal certain basic 
Jewish characteristics.” 

There is a quick assessment of the indi- 
vidual style of several composers of Jewish 
origin, but there is no attempt to establish 
any common ground for what may be 
termed a “Jewish style,” presumably the 
topic of the chapter. 

The thirty-page chapter on “The Music 
of Palestine-Israel” is concise but adequate. 
The role of the kibbutz in the still-evolving 
folk-music of Israel is emphasized. The para- 
dox that less new liturgical music has come 
from Israel than from any of the Western 
European or American countries with sizable 
Jewish populations is again made evident. 
In Israel, as is well known, only the “off- 
cial” (orthodox) Synagogue is allowed to 
function. But during the past half-century, 
the great volume of significant sacred music 
has been written by American and European 
composers, not for the orthodox synagogue, 
but for the conservative and_ reformed 
branches. Since there is little prospect that 
the theological situation in Israel will change 
in the near future, there is correspondingly 
little possibility that the associated musical 
situation will change. 

This prompts an interesting question: 
Assuming that eventually there will crystal- 
lize an authentic “Jewish style” in Israel, 
will we therefore have to distinguish be- 
tween the secular Jewish style of Israel and 
the sacred Jewish style of the Diaspora? In 
view of his contention that only in Israel 
can Judaism exist, this might well be a 
question for Ben-Gurion to ponder. 

The principal merits of Holde’s book are 
in its accumulation of factual data. Despite 
its shortcomings, it remains a worthwhile 
addition to the growing literature on Jewish 
music. 


LEON STEIN 
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NO EASY 
ANSWERS 


By Puivie M. KiLutznick 





With force and _pene- 
trating insight a great 
community leader tells 
what he thinks about 
Jewish life in America 

. and what he hopes 
for. 


FOR SALE IN ALL BOOK STORES 


$350 


REBEL AGAINST 
THE LIGHT 


By ALEXANDER RAMATI 











A significant and a thrill- 
ing novel of action and 
spiritual regeneration set 
against the background of 
the state of Israel. 


FOR SALE IN ALL BOOK STORES 


$375 
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5° 
Call It Sleep, by Henry Roth. Pageant 
Books, Inc. 599 pp. $5.95. 


This novel has had a most remarkable 
history. Few books outlast their time, espe- 
cially a time as fast-moving as our own. The 
author of this book, Henry Roth, now in his 
mid-fifties, never wrote another book, but 
his first one was remembered by a handful 
of critics, and though it fell into obscurity, 
it has been reissued and thus is made avail- 
able to a new generation. 

I say that Call It Sleep has had a remark- 
able history for several reasons: It was pub- 
lished in 1934, with critical acclaim but with 
small sales. Then it vanished, as the Depres- 
sion hit and the publisher of Roth’s novel 
folded up. During the next fifteen or twenty 
years, Call It Sleep was mentioned by many 
critics; it was listed as one of the finest 
creative works of its era; and it was listed 
in various literary histories. Roth himself 
had withdrawn from writing and, indeed, 
from commercial life. He had become a 
water-fowl farmer in Maine and no longer 
regarded himself as a writer. 

With the re-publication of Call It Sleep, 
Roth has won new attention. Not only has 
the novel received new and glowing notices 
from critics as different as Dorothy Parker 
in Esquire and Marie Syrkin in Midstream, 
but it has been a selection of the Reader’s 
Subscription and paperback publishers are 
competing for the rights to reprint the book. 
The new edition carries essays of critical 
appreciation by Maxwell Geismar and Meyer 
Levin, as well as a history of the book and 
its author by the present reviewer. 

What, then, is so special about Call It 
Sleep that it should have evoked in 1934, 
1935, and 1961 high praise and should have 
helped create a “Henry Roth cult’? 

Quite simply, Call It Sleep is an extra- 
ordinary novel, written with brilliance and 
passion, somewhat along the lines of James 
Joyce’s Ulysses. It is a long book, an ambi- 
tious book, and a true book. Alfred Kazin 
has said it evokes the tempo and color and 
spirit of New York City more accurately 
than any other work of fiction. Marie Syrkin, 
Meyer Levin, Maxwell Geismar, and Leslie 
Fiedler have, at one time or another, in one 
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way or another, called it the best Jewish 
novel ever written about American Jews. It 
is a novel that, once read, is never forgotten. 
I found this to be true through the years. 
I have recommended it to many people: 
professional readers, teachers, scholars and 
non-professionals, but in every case to men 
and women who like to read. Everyone has 
been impressed with it. 

In the main, it is a novel about a little 
Jewish boy, David Schearl, who lives with 
his parents, Jewish immigrants, in the jun- 
gles of the Brooklyn streets, in the days 
when most Jews were strange to America 
and to the large city of New York. How 
David tries to find his way among the little 
Irish lads; how he struggles in cheder; how 
he is frightened and revolted by the conflict 
between his parents, who are not happy with 
each other; how he is overwhelmed by the 
blatant sexuality of his environment—all 
these are described and pinpointed by Henry 
Roth with the skill of a master craftsman 
and with the passion of a poet. 


In addition to the re-creation of Jewish 
life in the early part of the century, Roth 
has managed to use—poetically and_bril- 
liantly—a sort of Yiddish-English which 
magnificently evokes the spirit of his people 
and his times. Professor Walter Rideout, 
the author of an important scholarly and 
critical work entitled The Radical Novel in 
America, has said: “What makes the novel 
so extraordinary is its seamless web of con- 
crete and abstract, of reality and symbol, of 
earth and spirit. . . . The language, too, 
represents the same unity of opposites; it 
moves back and forth effortlessly from a 
precisely heard and rendered everyday speech, 
complete with oath and obscenity, to the 
apocalyptic imagery of David’s own 
thoughts.” 

I should not wish, in this brief review, to 
repeat the thoughts and opinions included 
in my own long essay introducing this novel. 
I should, however, like to stress the fact that 
after many readings, I still believe that Call 
It Sleep ranks as one of the best novels ever 
written in America and surely as the best 
Jewish novel of our generation. 


Harorp U. RrsaLow 
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Advance praise by leading critics: 


DARK RIDER 


A biographical novel based on the life of Stephen Crane, author of “The Red Badge of Courage” 
By Louis ZARA 


AMES W. WILLIAMS, Washington, D. C., “A magnificent book .. .” 


GARY MORLEY, Albuquerque Tribune, “Superb... Zara has shown that 
he, too, is a novelist of top quality.” 


Book BUYER’S GUIDE. “A powerful book .. .” 


PROFESSOR R. W. STALLMAN, University of Connecticut. “Dark Rider 


bristles with creative ingenuity ... among the very best...” 


505 PAGES — $6.95 





WORLD PUBLISHING CO., Cleveland and New York 








The Evolution of Jewish Thought (from 
Biblical Times to the Opening of the Mod- 
ern Era), by Jacob B. Agus. Abelard-Schu- 
man. 443 pp. $7.50. 


Students of Jewish history have been for- 
tunate in having at their disposal several 
adequate political, social, and literary his- 
tories of the Jewish people. What has been 
missing until now is a comprehensive intel- 
lectual history of a people whose world 
achievements have been eminently of the 
mind and the spirit. The execution of such 
an assignment presupposes a man who is 
well-versed in Judaica and also highly com- 
petent in the historico-philosophical method. 
Such a man is Jacob Agus, recognized for 
some years now as a leading interpreter of 
Jewish theology and philosophy. 

In his history of Jewish thought, Agus has 
attempted an arduous feat: to establish a 
valid basis for a liberal Judaism while avoid- 
ing a formless, colorless eclecticism. His 
method is one of demonstrating historically 
the polarities within Judaism while exhibit- 
ing within it a unifying, central tendency. 
This reviewer believes Agus has succeeded 
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admirably in his first endeavor while falling 
short of his goal in the second. 

The Talmudic era presented juridically 
the contrary aspects of the Pharisaic sages 
as preservers and moulders of the Law, and 
theologically, concepts of Deity as tran- 
scendent and immanent. The philosophies 
of Saadia and Maimonides embodied the 
rationalist trends within Judaism and Ibn 
Gabirol and Halevi personified religious 
romanticism. More recently Hasidism gave 
expression to the mystic stream within Juda- 
ism and the quest for picty on the part of 
the masses, while the Mithnagdim stood 
for the worship of God through study of the 
Law, as best exemplified by the Halakhic 
scholars. 

Agus does not think in terms of dichoto- 
mies but rather of internal tensions, with 
one current becoming more pronounced at 
a given period because of temporary and 
local conditions. The oppositions referred 
to are a gross simplification of the many 
faces and shadings found within Judaism at 
any one time. It is to Agus’ credit that he 
eschews the temptation to oversimplify and 
chooses the more hazardous course of pre- 
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senting subtleties and multiple ramifications. 
In his chapter on the biblical period, for 
instance, he discusses competing views of 
Scriptural exegesis, contrasts Near Eastern 
legendary and legal codes with parallel Old 
Testament stories and Law, analyzes the 
idea of God in many of its implications, 
takes up the questions of human suffering, 
divine judgment, the Messianic Age, the 
notion of holiness, the teachings of the Lit- 
erary Prophets, and the contentious matter 
of Israel’s chosenness. In discussing each 
issue, Agus displays erudition and fair-mind- 
edness. These very qualities make it clear 
why he rejects the literalism of fundamen- 
talist Orthodoxy and the exclusiveness of 
extreme nationalism. 

Agus shows boldness in treating as inte- 
gral to the Jewish tradition such deviationist 
offshoots as Qaraism with its principle of 
religious individualism, the Sabbataian- 
Frankist heresies, and the secularism of Spi- 
noza. And what in some Jewish circles will 
be regarded as intellectual effrontery, he pro- 
poses a Jewish-Christian dialugue: 

The challenge of Judaism tends to make the 
Christian world more prophetic, more communal- 
minded, more rational and ethical, more concerned 
with the “works” of love. The Christian challenge 
to Judaism tends to break down the self-exalting 
impetus of ethnicism and to caution against the 


externalization of religion and its hardening into a 
series of lifeless rituals. 


As mentioned earlier, Agus does not con- 
ceive of Judaism as a shapeless amalgam of 
assorted ideologies. It is clear to him that 
liberal rationalism constitutes the dominant 
and unifying theme in the long Odyssey of 
Jewish thought. This thesis is less than con- 
clusively established for this reviewer. To 
take but one instance, Agus reads the Liter- 
ary Prophets as exemplars of his preferred 
trend. But assuredly, the Books of Ezekiel 
and Isaiah—to cite but two—offer striking 
instances of religious mysticism. Moreover, 
the rationalism of Orthodoxy, as Agus him- 
self recognizes, is a far cry from the brand 
the author prefers. However, one need not 
agree with Agus’ interpretation to find im- 
mense value in the study. 

Both Jews and non-Jews, probably for 
different reasons, have often pondered the 
human significance of Israel’s career. Agus, 
for one, does not consider Jewish culture 
and thought as “unique” in any metaphysi- 
cal sense. He acknowledges Jewish reaction 
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to world “winds of doctrine” and crucial 
global events. Yet, the nature of the Jewish 
response is sufficiently distinctive and sig- 
nificant to challenge and fertilize the thought 
of other peoples. In brief: 

The history of the Jewish faith is the magnificent 
tale of an endless quest [for God] by a world-wide 
community, a community of people remaining true 
to its search in spite of many temptations and re- 
fusing to compromise with its conscience. 

This reviewer reluctantly takes issue with 
the author on two counts—one substantive 
and one methodological: The substantive 
matter concerns Agus’ tendency to equate 
nationalism with chauvinism, and to deni- 
grate the latter as “self-exaltation.” Although 
this is not the arena for debating the propo- 
sition, much can be said in defense of the 
humane motivations and consequences of 
a liberal nationalism. Moreover, Agus’ recoil- 
ing from ethnicism has led him to minimize 
the role of the Hebrew language, Palestinian 
geography, and Jewish peoplehood in his- 
toric Judaism. Indeed, one can point to the 
ironic phenomenon of an anti-nationalism, 
institutionalized in the American Council 
For Judaism, throwing agitational and finan- 
cial support behind the bellicose clamorings 
of the Egyptian dictator and international 
provocateur, Nasser. 

In the area of method, Agus’ almost total 
elimination of socio-economic data from his 
account is regrettable. One need not be a 
sociologist of knowledge to contend that 
ideas have a social matrix. This is not to 
deny that on the level of intellect, the his- 
tory of ideas enjoys considerable autonomy. 
If one recognizes the prevailing social turbu- 
lence and demoralization of Plato’s day as 
the backdrop for interpreting The Republic, 
one can hardly ignore the background factors 
in the spread of anti-Roman “Zealotry” or 
Kabbalistic superstition. Agus would not 
dispute this for he grants the influence of 
“the communal bedrock for the flow of 
Jewish thought.” In one sense, one should 
not quarrel with an author for not doing 
more than he sets out to do—in this case, 
to write a history of Jewish thought. All 
that is contended here is that adding some 
fifty or more pages of socio-economic inter- 
pretive materials interspersed throughout the 
narrative would have enhanced its value con- 
siderably. 

Emer N. Lear 
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“The Italics Are Mine" 


by LEO A. LERNER 


We Are Proud to Announce 
The Publication 
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OPEN COURT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LA SALLE, ILLINOIS 


Challenge in the Middle East: Commu- 
nist Influence and American Policy, by 
Harry B. Ellis. The Ronald Press. 238 pp. 
$4.00. 


Harry B. Ellis is a young but experienced 
journalist who has spent several years in the 
Middle East and knows how to present what 
he has to say about the problems of the area 
in a lively and persuasive style. His main 
subject in the present volume is an analysis 
of the position taken by the Middle Eastern 
states between the two major influences that 
are impinging upon the area—that of Com- 
munism and that of America. 

Mr. Ellis is convinced that President Nas- 
ser of the United Arab Republic is deeply 
troubled about the influence of Communism, 
and that his hostility to Israel does not pre- 
clude cordial relations between himself and 
the United States. He advocates that Israel 
should dissipate Arab hostility by allowing 
the Arab refugees to return to their homes. 
He finds that “King Hussein and King Saud 
represent political anachronisms hanging on 
against the winds of change” (p. 219) and 
recommends American cooperation with 





Nasser who is not “out of step with the 
procession of Arab thought.” At the same 
time he admits that Nasser’s statement of 
March 2, 1960, to the effect that Ben-Gurion 
was the biggest war criminal, for even Hitler 
did not destroy an entire people as Ben- 
Gurion did, would be considered by most 
Americans as “dangerously irrational” (p. 
223). 

All one can say when faced with such 
observations is that the political difficulties 
of world powers trying to befriend mutually 
hostile nations are certainly no trifling mat- 
ter, and that the task of a journalist who 
wants to show sympathetic understanding 
for two or more leaders who are at logger- 
heads is not an enviable one. 

Challenge in the Middle East is one of 
those books which grip and hold the atten- 
tion of readers interested in the area. It 
contains many factual details new even to 
experts; but the reader puts it down with 
the frustrating feeling that after most careful 
perusal he has not been brought nearer to 
any “solution” of the many problems beset- 


ting the Middle East. sini: Ween 
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The Saving Remnant, by Herbert Agar. 
Viking. 269 pp. $5.00. 


The American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, better known as the Joint, is 
now in its forty-seventh year, and is still 
performing its miracles of helping out Jews 
wherever they may be in whatever difficulties 
they may be entwined. Herbert Agar, a non- 
Jew, came upon its work accidentally and 
was so impressed that he decided to post- 
pone another book he was working on—he 
is an authority on American history and 
politics, having won a Pulitzer Prize for his 
study, The People’s Choice—and do a book 
on its activities. Genuine experts and some 
who would like to be known as experts have 
already found faults of omission and com- 
mission, but their complaints have been 
petty and irrelevant. Agar says plainly in his 
Preface that his book “is not a definitive 
history.” It is a journalistic work, a sort of 
superior extended magazine article, propelled 
by love and upholstered with solid informa- 
tion, and as such is first-rate. 

The Joint came into being by the pressure 
of events abroad. The various Jewish fac- 


tions in America felt a moral responsibility 
for their brethren in Eastern Europe and in 
the Middle East who were being persecuted 
by the Russians and the Poles and the Turks, 
and after a period of the usual bickering, 
they did manage to pool their efforts into 
what has become an all-embracing Jewish 
Rescue League, which “makes the basic as- 
sumption that Jews have a right to live in 
countries of their birth or in countries of 
their adoption; they have a right, as human 
beings, to reside there; they have the right 
to emigrate if they so wish.” Many sover- 
eign, reputedly civilized nations have made 
opposite assumptions, and persecution and 
murder have resulted. The Joint has helped 
needy Jews in every section of the globe, 
from Northern Africa to the fastnesses of 
Siberia, and from the anti-Semitic cesspools 
of Poland to the more refined areas of anti- 
Semitism in Germany. The Joint has not 
only helped “common” Jews to earn a living, 
it has also helped other worldly Jewish schol- 
ars to continue to pursue their holy studies 
and thus to perpetuate the millennia-old 
Jewish tradition of the primacy of learning. 
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Agar tells again, and very well, too, the 
glorious story of the martyr of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, Emmanuel Ringleblum and his OS 
(Oneg Shabbat) society, and how he per- 
sisted in doing the work of the Joint in the 
face of certain death. He tells the equally 
glorious stories of other martyrs in the 
Ghetto and in the concentration camps that 
Hitler’s Kultur Helden established wherever 
they went. 

The Joint is run by dreamers who are also 
adept in the technique of modern philan- 
thropy. “The Joint strove always for recon- 
struction and sought always to minimize the 
period of relief. The Joint put as much of 
the burden as possible—both financial and 
managerial—on the local community and on 
the many international Jewish organizations 
devoted to special aspects of Jewish welfare.” 
Since the Second World War the Joint has 
cooperated with virtually every agency in 
Israel “in lending hope to the inaccessible 
Jews behind the Iron Curtain, and in pro- 
tecting the victims of a new political anti- 
Semitism which has swept the Moslem 
world.” Now and then in its history the 
Joint has felt that perhaps its work will not 
be necessary in the near future. But now it 
realizes that its work will be necessary into 
the indefinite future. Surely it is one of the 
most magnificent of all Jewish organizations, 
and Agar has written a thoroughly fine 
popular book about it. 

CHARLES ANGOFF 
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In Defense of Ignorance, by Karl Sha- 
piro. Random House. 338 pp. $4.00. 

It has been a long time since a poet with 
a savage polemical style has knocked the 
ideological stuffings out of some of his fel- 
low-poets turned critics or high priests. And 
it all sounds like the warring Thirties, when 
literary arson flourished; when Eliot was 
captaining the converted Anglo-Catholic 
breed of men of letters; and when Pound, 
via his cantos, cant, and pseudo-economic 
jargon, was making eccentric converts to 
fascism. Today, when poets no longer adopt 
causes, and criticism is still the major vehicle 
pushing poetry into a minor role, Shapiro’s 
angry and timely book sums up much of 
the recent criticism, its furies and its fancies, 
and reveals what it is all about. 

It is a difficult book to review, to appraise, 
or to put into exact frames of reference. The 
seventeen essays deal with Eliot as well as 
Pound’s unfortunate influences; with Yeats, 
whom Shapiro mostly endorses; with Wil- 
liam Carlos Williams, who emerges, like 
Whitman, with vast honors; with magic and 
with Jung. In the book there are objections 
to Freud’s influences on the literary mind as 
well as a hearty acceptance of science. 

Henry Miller emerges as “the greatest 
living author” today, an evaluation that may 
please a great many of the anti-critics. Sha- 
piro also deals skillfully with the anti-science 
essayists of the South and re-creates the 
realistic critic’s attitude towards America’s 
greatest creation—the scientific fraternity, 
whom Whitman sponsored in his own time. 
Our Southern style critics, flying their agrar- 
ian emblems, rejected science and preferred 
to return to the pastoral image of man; but 
at the same time they tried, in some reversal 
of values, to make poetry into a science, to 
unloosen it from its lyrical and natural emo- 
tional state. When Shapiro says: “Criticism 
is an attitude of mind, not simply a method 
of elucidation; . . . is what remains when 
literature itself has begun to expire; [and] 
flourishes when literature has failed,” one 
can happily, or unhappily, agree with this 
evaluation. For the last thirty-five years 
criticism has stifled poetry by its academic 
brutality—all in the name of idea-values. 
Criticism became a specialty of the non- 
creative professors as the pedants in the 
reviews made a stew from the pre-cooked 
carcasses of poetry; and poetry was packaged, 
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delivered, and eaten by the followers of 
these pedantic chefs. If Shapiro sounds anti- 
intellectual—and he almost takes pride in 
proclaiming that he is—one can well under- 
stand the nature of his sharp reaction as he 
bombs the traditionalists, the academicians, 
the idea-men of letters, and the socio-eco- 
nomic blood-brothers in writing. 

The Jewish writer, says Shapiro, must 
“accept the consequences of Jewishness.” 
Be what you are, he says; for one can see 
the nostalgia, the unconscious acceptance of 
Jewishness, even in Proust. One man’s Ca- 
tholicism is another’s Judaism. In the same 
vein, when attacking the critics of Dylan 
Thomas, Shapiro lauds D. H. Lawrence, 
who saw Whitman as the real American 
poet—“Whitman, the one pioneer.” 

This book will make many enemies in 
the critical-professorial clubs; for it literally 
asks the professors and the time-servers of 
literature to abdicate, to leave poets alone 
and to take to fields farther away, where 
their dead hands can no longer exercise the 
ghosts that have haunted poets in their 
dehumanized mansions by the sea. 


Harry RosKOLENKO 
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The Waste Makers, by Vance Packard. 


David McKay Company, Inc., New York, 
VIII + 340 pp. $4.50. 


This book is the third in a series, follow- 
ing The Hidden Persuaders and The Status 
Seekers. It is written in the same manner, 
adding quotation to quotation, and follows 
the same line of reasoning—namely, that 
there is something wrong with the value 
system of America in our days. In The 
Waste Makers, Packard discusses in journal- 
istic fashion what David Potter has analyzed 
in a more scholarly manner in People of 
Plenty—America as the country of abun- 
dance. But he goes a step further. Abun- 
dance, he says, has now over-reached itself 
to such a point that the market is glutted 
beyond its digestive capacity. Neither mass 
persuasion nor status incentives will suffice 
in this situation and “planned obsolescence,” 
either through exaggerated styling or through 
deliberately shoddy craftsmanship, becomes 
the word of the day. Wastefulness, that is, 
consumption for consumption’s sake, be- 
comes a supreme virtue. To purchase in 
order to throw away and replace what has 
been discarded by another short-lived prod- 
uct has become a national goal surpassing 
health, education, and public services of all 
kinds. Among these, Packard could have 
added, only the defense effort stands up be- 
cause, necessary as it may be, it is wasteful- 
ness written with sky-high letters. 

The author follows up the various mani- 
festations of rampant consumerism, such as 
the following: promotion of a second and 
third car, telephone, television set, and other 
appurtenances, the entrance of rapidly chang- 
ing fashion in the car-making, home-building 
and appliance fields, the built-in accelerated 
death rates of products which make early 
replacements inevitable, the frustrations of 
repair services, the unintelligibility of quality 
markings, the illusions of installment buying, 
the fancied economic progress through the 
proliferation of people, and the pressure- 
inducement of short-sighted greed as the 
principal ingredient of the good life. All 
these points have been made before, so 
much so that Packard can drive his own 
point home with great forcefulness by merely 
assembling the testimony of the makers of 
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waste, their unwilling victims, and their 
bewildered critics. Probably most impressive 
is his demonstration that consumer indebt- 
edness in the fifties rose three times as fast 
as personal income and installment loans by 
banks four times as fast as deposits. This 
suggests that the Eisenhower prosperity was 
built on shifting sands and that a recession 
had to follow the befuddled wisdom of the 
“You auto buy now” trumpeters as night 
follows the day. 

The implications, according to the author, 
are serious. Our natural resources, once the 
solid basis of American abundance, are 
wasted away. Competition in quality and 
price is yielding to competition in advertis- 
ing and salesmanship, so that costs tend to 
rise rather than decline with the advance of 
super-production. The commercialization of 
American life proceeds to the point where 
every stratagem seems justified by the end 
of incessantly increasing consumption. The 
corrosion of the American character through 
self-indulgence raises a generation without 
moral standards, so that, according to a 
spokesman of the United States Department 
of Justice, there will be one million Ameri- 
can teen-agers arrested annually by 1962. 
This is only a brief summary of some of the 
major contentions of the book. 

One must say that Packard’s book is not 
in the order of a great prophetic message or 
a biting social criticism. His artless style and 
simple argument expose the phenomena but 
fail to provide an analysis of the causes. His 
conclusions are undistinguished. But his sug- 
gested cures, while piecemeal, are worth 
considering. Diligent congressmen can cull 
from his examples numerous suggestions for 
a “fair deal” legislation in the sixties. A 
powerful argument is made not only for 
consumer protection but also for new prin- 
ciples of taxation and for increased public 
services in such neglected fields as conserva- 
tion, urban renewal, health care, and educa- 
tion. But what is needed above all is a new 
sense of values. The Waste Makers does not 
spell out such a high goal, but it may help 
readers think about their present condition 
and make them ready for the impending 
change. 

WERNER J. CAHNMAN 
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Advertisements for Myself, by Norman 
Mailer. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 532 pp. $5.00. 


Advertisements for Myself is precisely 
what its title implies, a work intended to 
proclaim the worth of its subject in a man- 
ner which is both compelling and sensa- 
tional. Here in a handsomely arranged and 
printed volume, Mailer has collected a sam- 
pling of his writings from his first school-boy 
squibs through essays, stories, verses, and 
meditations, written over the past decade, to 
the opening chapter of his work-in-progress. 
Each group of samplings is prefaced by an 
“advertisement” which places what follows 
in the perspective of the author’s personal 
experience and critical and social evaluations, 
particularly as these reflect on our general 
literary climate. By such means Mailer in- 
tends single-handedly to make room for his 
own rightful place in what he takes to be 
a sodden literary culture rendered inert by 
too much fake decorum, timidity, hypocrisy, 
and literary courtiership. 

Shuddering through his sparkling and in- 
formative “advertisements’”—all welded _to- 


gether, and, in turn, welding the book 


together on the arc of Mailer’s decision “to 
use my personality as the armature of this 
book”—is his outraged sense of isolation. 
He is desperate for recognition and support 
from a life-giving audience (the kind of 
support which England and Europe usually 
provide their serious writers in full measure). 
But he despairs of finding such an audience 
either among “the tense, tasteless victims 
of the mass media” or, on the other hand, in 
the primping audience dominated by the 
academic bureaucracy; for this audience, he 
writes, 

. . . depends on the sluggish and culturally vested 
taste of the quarterlies, and since those magazines 
are all too often managed by men of large knowledge 
and small daring, the writers they admire are invari- 
ably minor, over-cultivated and too literary. . . . 
Their real delight is the abysmal taste of the major- 


ity, for a broad vein of good taste in American life 
would wash away the meaning of their lives. 


Alas, the quality of Mailer’s ads, like ads 
in all other fields, proves for the most part 
to be better done and more interesting than 
the wares they trumpet. Most of the fiction 
included here is not of an earth-shaking 
quality; there is, however, one outstanding 
exception which, since it was recently writ- 
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ten, suggests that Mailer’s literary powers 
have been increasing in strength and finesse; 
that his development, for all his personal 
turbulences and woes, has been forward-mov- 
ing. “The Time of Her Time” is a novella 
which successfully combines that blend of 
outrageous fantasy with an even more out- 
rageous realism which has typified the high 
art of our period. 

Mailer is “obsessed,” as we say nowadays, 
with his sense that sexuality is the spring- 
board of human behavior and _ possibility; 
he uses the word “Hip” to signify one who 
is (among other things) compulsively aware 
of the psychosexual implications of a social 
milieu or personal relationship. For all the 
reservations one may have about the extrem- 
ism and non-Freudian looseness with which 
Mailer deploys this “vision”’—and I have 
plenty—one must give him full credit for 
having written, in “The Time of Her Time” 
a story which has the resonance of a bitter 
myth. 

I hope Mailer continues to mine this vein, 
though the snippet he includes from an opus 
he is now writing is all too sobersides and 
abstract, overloaded with vague poetical 
meanderings and dimly seen underworld 
characters, one of whom, the super-colossal 
Marion Faye is Mailer’s pet “demon” char- 
acter. It is his point of view which Mailer 
plans to use as the Conscience and Reflector 
of the other figures in the story. To do so 
would be disastrous, for the demon is an 
implacable bore, one who might have 
stepped right out of a typical “serious” 
Hollywood movie. 

It is when Mailer speaks for himself, free 
of a corny “persona,” that he usually writes 
best. Among the highlights in this collection 
are his cunning essays on Beckett and Pi- 
casso; the concluding paragraphs of his 
“David Riesman Reconsidered,” which rise 
to a sonorous democratic appeal worthy of 
the spirit of Mann; his parodies of popular 
columnists; and a lyric poem, “Lament for 
a Lady,” whose tart wit and promisingly 
flexible rhythms remind one of E. FE. Cum- 
mings. Suggestive, too, are the terms in 
which Mailer commends Myron Kaufman’s 
novel, Remember Me to God: 

. . . he had more to say about the deadening of 
individuality in the American Jew than anyone I 
can remember; and of the novels about Jews which 
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I have read, his is easily the best since Meyer Levin’s 
The Old Bunch. 

I wish Mailer had paused to develop his 
insight about the “deadening of individual- 
ity” as it relates, in particular, to the second- 
generation Jew, but for our present purposes 
suffice it to note that none of the non-Jewish 
heroes of his novels is especially individual- 
ized either. In straining to make his central 
figures broadly representative, Mailer has 
stripped them of those unique aspects on 
which their force and insight—and interest 
—would depend. It is precisely the weakness 
of his Hearnes and O’Shaugnesseys that they 
remain mistily unreal stereotypes. In turning 
his attention, then, to a subject which he 
praises Myron Kaufman for having devel- 
oped, Mr. Mailer may find a clue to solving 
his own literary problem of finding a fic- 
tional “persona” which will be more inter- 
esting than any he has yet given us. 

Writing to Stendhal to congratulate him 
on The Red and the Black, Balzac noted 
that although the book seemed based on 
“a sinister and cold philosophy,” it nonethe- 
less contained “the genius of its epoch.” 
This is by way of a final caution to the 
reader, for not only are Mailer’s writings 
based on a “sinister and cold philosophy” 
but, worse—and unlike Stendhal’s—they con- 
sistently reflect that “philosophy.” Nor am 
I sure that his work does contain “the genius 
of its epoch.” What I will certify is that 
Mailer’s vision is both shocking and “sinis- 
ter,” flawed by cheapjack sentimentalisms 
(like his ill-informed view of the Negro as 
super-sex-man violently propounded in a bad 
essay, “The White Negro”) and by unwar- 
ranted presumptuousness, insult, and em- 
barrassing strain. Anyone who seeks peace of 
mind should not read this book; nor will the 
hardier reader accept its visions and tirades 
“whole-hog.” Yet a going culture will want, 
surely, to profit from the more suggestive 
perceptions of its prophets. 

This reviewer, at any rate, honors Mailer 
for his resistance to the New Mammons of 
refinement, tarty artiness and niggling aca- 
demicism, and for his gallant attempt to 
break through stale habits of feeling and 
judgment to a new wonder and a fructifying 
passion. 

Txeopore J. Ross 
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... amd... a happy nem year 


IRVING S. ABRAMS 


We salute the courage and the vision of 
the pioneers whose arrival in this land 
of the free opened a glorious era in the 
life of Jewry. 


PAUL G. ANNES 


May the coming year bring the world 
nearer to peace. 


COL. JACOB M. ARVEY 


In our concern with the problems of our 
fellowmen we discharge a primary duty 
of free Americans. 


SAMUEL J. BASKIN 


The United States of America and the 
State of Israel share a profoundly mean- 
ingful partnership in making principles of 
democracy a way of life for all. 


DAVID BOROWITZ 


The magnificent morale of the American 
people in times of adversity stems from 
their unshakable conviction that our way 
of life is best. 


HENRY L. BURMAN 

Judge, Superior Court, Cook County 
In the enjoyment of our rights and liber- 
ties we must never forget the plight of 
Israel and stricken European Jewry. 


SAMUEL BYRON 


In the bitter hours of Jewish history, reli- 
gion has always been and will remain 
forever the sustaining force of our people. 


MORRIS DE WOSKIN 
Measures to quicken the realization of 
Israel’s economic independence should be 


of primary interest to Jewry throughout 
the world. 


SIDNEY D. DEUTSCH 
County Commissioner 


The treatment and the status of minori- 
ties in the United States is the true meas- 
ure of our social and political progress. 


SAMUEL B. EPSTEIN 

Judge, Superior Court, Cook County 
From the days of Moses the greatest lead- 
ers of Jewry have always championed the 
concept of the brotherhood of men. Let 
us live up to our heritage. 


MICHAEL A. GERRARD 


The moral strength of America stems 
from its way of life and our willingness 
to defend it. 


ELMER GERTZ 

President, Chicago Council, American Jew- 

ish Congress 
In the preservation of our civil liberties 
and in the perseverance of our Bill of 
Rights lies the hope of a better tomorrow. 


MAX GREENE 


The persistence of civilization demands 
that we consecrate ourselves to American 
ideological precepts. 


HARRY G. HERSHENSON 
Judge, Superior Court, Cook County 
Our daily experience of freedom should 


be universally shared. May it become 
man’s proud possession. 


MARTIN HERWITT 


Responsible communal endeavor has al- 
ways been a prerequisite of sound Ameri- 
can citizenship. 


S. JESMER 


Anti-Semitism is as great a menace to the 
well-being of democracy as it is to the 
Jew whom it aims to destroy. 
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... amd... a happy nem year 


DAVID SAUL KLAFTER 


Mankind’s sole hope for permanent peace 
lies in following the leadership of the 
United States of America. 


DR. N. D. LIEBERFARB 


We must aid Israel to help itself; its pres- 
ervation and progress as a nation is a boon 
to all humanity. 


JOSEPH LIPSHUTZ 
We need constantly prove our devotion 
to the Bill of Rights in order that we may 
defeat demagogues who would confuse 
and divide us. 


HARRY MARCUS 


Steadfast concern with the lot of common 
man is the prerequisite of civic minded 
citizenship. 


BENJAMIN NELSON 
Judge, Municipal Court, Chicago 


Respect for law and intense love for jus- 
tice have always been the characteristics 
of the Jewish people. 


OSCAR M. NUDELMAN 


Rehabilitation projects in Israel, assistance 
to national organizations such as Hadas- 
sah, Hias, the Hebrew University in Jeru- 
salem, and such other institutions, should 
be of great concern to the American Jew. 


HARRY PRINCE 
Let us help our youth realize its potentials 


as stalwart defenders of decency, right- 
eousness, and peace on earth. 


WILLIAM J. ROBINSON 
Pres., Chicago Chapter, Jewish Nat’]. Fund 


In the story of mankind the persecution 
of the Jew ran always parallel with the 
evil designs upon the freedom of the 
individual. 


BENJAMIN P. SAX 


The Jew has always fought and will 
continue to battle against regimentation, 
prohibition of inquiry, and disloyalty to 
the interests of the common man. 


NATHAN H. SCHWARTZ 


To withhold help to Israel in these trying 
days is to betray mankind’s noblest con- 
cepts of justice and fair play. 


U. S. SCHWARTZ 

Judge, Circuit Court of Appeals 
May deep and abiding faith in our insti- 
tutions be forever the guiding principle 
of THe Cuicaco JewisH Forum policies. 


CLEMENS K. SHAPIRO 


These days of turmoil and changing 
world conditions must exact of us added 
vigilance in defense of our spiritual values 
and traditions. 


LAWRENCE G. SHENDER 


The business of saving lives, building 
Israel, and strengthening democracy is not 
finished. These same tasks await us in the 
year ahead. 


DAVID J. SHIPMAN 
President, City Club of Chicago 


The objectives of democracy are a better 
world; the implementations of these ob- 
jectives into living reality is our primary 
concern. 


DAVID F. SILVERZWEIG 


Peace and survival are one and indivisible. 
Mankind is one and indivisible. Our goal 
for universal peace and brotherhood is one 
and indivisible. 


MAURICE A. SMOLER 


The story of the Jew in the United States 
is a profound and a moving chronicle of 
selfless and dedicated devotion to Ameri- 
can concepts of democracy. 
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__.and...a happy nem year 
MAX TARG SOVEREIGN 


President, Americans for Music in Israel 


The martyrdom of the Jew will not have HOTEL 
been in vain if the State of Israel is en- 
abled to persist as a free and an independ- | North Side’s Finest Hotel 


ent nation. 


es Experienced Catering Executives 
JOH AL 


Let us in the year to come labor for our for all social functions 


country’s unity, well being, and security | 
from enemies within and without. WEDDINGS . . . BANQUETS 
IRVING L. WEIN soll dlliens 
The preservation of Israel as a bastion of MODERN SWIMMING POOL 
democracy is not a Jewish only, but an 
international “must” for world security. xr 
MICHAEL F. ZLATNIK 6200 NoRTH KENMORE AVENUE 


State Representative, Eighth District Phone: BRiargate 4-8000 
The Biblical precept “Love thy neighbor 
as you love thyself” is still the most etiec 
tive premise of the brotherhood of man. 























Puerto Rico’s 


CONDADO BEACH HOTEL 


San Juan | 


Whether your visit to Puerto Rico is for pleasure or for business, 
you will add to the charm of your stay when you stop at the world- 
renowned Condado Beach Hotel. 


. .. A paradise island where the temperature varies between 73° and 
79° most of the year. 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS 


LET A WHITE WAY SIGN 


Be Your Salesman 
WHITE WAY Electric Sign & Maintenance Co. 
1317 Clybourn Avenue MI 2-6580 


Thornas F. Flannery—President 
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"The lamps all America chooses!" 














BRADLEY manvracturinc company 
BRADLEY BUILDING - CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 














Reorganization and Appraisal 


«ake tadalienen Standard Securities 
Courts and Banks 
; & Management 
RENDERING A COMPLETE SERVICE 
FOR YOUR CLIENT WITH OVER Corporation 


HALF A CENTURY OF EXPERIENCE 
° Specializing in 
MORTGAGE LOANS 


SAMUEL L. WINTERNITZ song on gu 
AND COMPANY APPRAISALS 


LIQUIDATORS - AUCTIONEERS Ww 
| APPRAISERS - REORGANIZERS | ¢9 w. WASHINGTON STREET 


First NaTIonaL Bank Bipe. Chicago 2, Illinois 
Phone: STate 2-5908 Carl H. Borak, President 









































Divine & Fishman, Inc. 


Members of the New York Stock Exchange 
and all principal exchanges 


* 
134 SO. LA SALLE STREET 


CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 
Financial 6-6363 





934 NO. MICHIGAN AVENUE 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 
DElaware 7-4100 





SHERRY HOTEL 
1725 E. 53rd STREET 
CHICAGO 15, ILLINOIS 
Midway 3-7300 
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SALK, WARD & SALK 


MORTGAGE BANKERS 





11 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
Chicago 3, Illinois 


Phone: CEntral 6-0825 























UNITED BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 








Ww 


TUCK-POINTING 
WATERPROOFING 
And General Mason Work 


w 


7 EAST HARRISON STREET 
Chicago 5, Illinois 


Telephone: WAbash 2-6334 


Branches 
New York: 254 West 54th Street 
Indianapolis: Insurance Building 


























The American Jewish Histor- 
ical Society has organized, in 
association with the forth- 
coming Civil War Centennial, 
a Jewish Historical Commis- 
sion. You are cordially invited 
to join the American Jewish 
Historical Society to partici- 
pate and aid in the various 
projects bearing on this great 
event. For further informa- 
tion address the American 
Jewish Historical Society at 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
11, New York, or Benjamin 
Weintroub, secretary, Chicago 
2, Illinois. The cost of a year’s 
membership, including a sub- 
scription to the Publication of 
the American Jewish Histor- 
ical Society is $10.00. 
This Space Contributed by PHILIP D. SANG 
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THE 


EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK 


of CHICAGO 


Complete Banking Services 


35 Henkel uly men | 


130 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 0 


Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 











a — 














A Happy New Year trom | Kdward DON & Co. 


IRVING WEIN SUPPLIES, FURNISHINGS 
and EQUIPMENT 


CLINTON WATCH CO. 7 


institutions, hospitals, soda fountains, 











hotels, clubs, restaurants, 


IMPORTERS cafes, taverns 
| 2201 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
vx CHICAGO 16, ILLINOIS 
Phone: CAlumet 5-1300 
| 1104 8S. WABASH AVE. 50,000 ITEMS SOLD BY 
DON 


CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


— - 
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NEW 
YEARS 
GREETINGS 





BELL SAVINGS 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


the Weather Bell corner 


CORNER OF MONROE AND CLARK 
Chicago 3, Illinois Financial 6-1000 








Ste BEST | 
HAtutomatic 
COFFEE MAKER 


BEST-brewed drip coffee — most flavorful, 
most preferred, everytime, because push- 
button automatic operation assures quality 
control. Eliminates up to 90% of attention, 
70% of labor required by ordinary manu- 
ally operated urns .. . delivers more profit 
per cup! 

For complete information, contact your 

Restaurant Equipment Dealer 
or write direct. 


BEST PRODUCTS COMPANY | 


2620 W. Addison St. - Chicago 18, Ill. 























—— 
The American 





eee 








Jewish Congress 
CHICAGO COUNCIL 


extends to you its wishes for 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


ELMER GERTZ, President 

Mrs. HARRY OBERMAN, 

Pres., Women’s Division 
MAuvRICE KLINGER, Executive Director 


22*72e7e 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
ARTHUR H. BEERMANN 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 












NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


from 


Mr. and Mrs. 
BERNARD SHULMAN 
AND SONS 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





University Blend Tobacco 
“The Blend of Tomorrow” 
FOR DISTINGUISHED PIPE SMOKERS 


M. B. Siegel Associates 


Distributors 


3256 NORTH HALSTED STREET 
Chicago 13, Illinois 
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The Devon-North Town State Bank 


2345 WEST DEVON AVENUE, CHICAGO 45 
CHECKING AND SAVINGS ACCOUNTS SOLICITED 
MASON A. LOUNDY, PRESIDENT 


& ee SSS Sette 
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Rosh Hashana Greetings 








| from 
Mr. and Mrs. Max H. Dresdner 
Chicago, Illinois 
1 - -_ : a — 


























SEASON’S GREETINGS 








Adelman Heating Corp. 





HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
Ventilating - Overhauling 
GENERAL REPAIRS 
3322 Fifth Avenue 
NEW Number VAn Buren 6-2929 
Chicago 24, Illinois 
ee 
ALPER & SULAK 
Couturier Creativeness in FURS 


Designers, Custom Makers 
of Magnificent Mink 


190 North State Street 
Chicago 1, Illinois 
Telephone: RAndolph 6-0487 














from 


Mr. and Mrs. 
DAVID J. SHIPMAN 


5673 North Las Casas Avenue 


Chicago, Illinois 


POPS SSS SS SF BBWS BWWS VAT SVASTASTAASTSF | 








ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
FRANK SILVERMAN 


Chicago, Illinois 











HARTMAN FURNITURE and 
CARPET COMPANY 


Over 50 Years in Business 








SR AE SIE 


220 WEST KINZIE — Phone: MOhawk 4-2800 


Across the street from the Merchandise Mart 


A Complete Line of DECORATOR FURNITURE and CARPETS 


ELMER H. MORRIS, President 

















SEASON’S GREETINGS NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


from from 


The THE SCIENTIFIC OIL 


COSMOPOLITAN COMPOUNDING CO. 
NATIONAL BANK 


of CHICAGO 


Ww 


“SPECIAL OILS FOR 


SPECIAL PURPOSES” 
CLARK STREET and 


CHICAGO AVENUE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


SAL J. RUSSO xg 
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3300 LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS 


Wish all their friends, relatives and Hol sro 
A Happy and Prosperous Acw Wear 


2 


THE VERY PROBLEM OF ISRAEL IS THAT IT BECOME 
SELF-SUPPORTING. THE REALIZATION OF SUCH 
A GOAL IS A CHALLENGE TO ALL JEWRY. 
THIS CHALLENGE MUST BE MET.... 


A Happy New Year 


IRWIN, SIDNEY & EMMANUEL GOLDMAN 


CENTURY FABRICS COMPANY 


845 West Chicago Avenue Chicago 10, Illinois 


ee ee *% % & 24 6244 2% O88 O88 BST BO 6 OSHS SS BS BH BOSH BSH SHOTS SH BASH STH HSA TASB TOTS 
SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


BANNER WHOLESALE GROCERS, Inc. 
111-115 South Water Market Chicago, Illinois 


DSB BBB BF BBB SBF BSF BSS GHGS SSF GF SSBSVS FBS SS SBS SSIS SSSA SAASTTF 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
To all our friends and to Kol Yisroel 


from 
MR. and MRS. SOLOMON DINNER 
2919 West Catalpa - Chicago 25, Illinois 
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W. serve thousands of people . . 
but we serve them one at a time 
with personal care, interest and 
special attention. 


MAY 
WE 
SERVE 
You? 









: 


yi 

American National Bank A 
and Trust Company of Chicago Sag 

MEMBER F.D.I.C. LA SALLE AT WASHINGTON @ FRANKLIN we 


>. 


\ 
aN 





Rosh Hashana Greetings from 
JUDGE and MRS. U. S. SCHWARTZ 


OF GBF FB BBG FF BBB BB BBB BH HBWBVSVSH WTB WVWBVTBWBVW WVU AVWAAA AAS 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 
MR. and MRS. SELWYN S. SCHWARTZ and FAMILY 


726 Junior Terrace, Chicago, Illinois 


88 BF BGS BF HBS BOBS BSF VSS BSH BS BVBVSVWSSVSVWSBSVWSVSFB WAWSBBVABH TWA BDASDAS 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. BERNARD K. OFFENBERG 
| 7351 Constance Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 








SOO 8B BS BSS BSF BBS BB FBS GF BSF BBG VASA SVWSVAWSTW WAFS FT VSISVASBAAVAASASF 


PERFECTO GARCIA & BROTHERS 


Finest Havana CIGARS 
412 South Wells Street - Chicago 7, Illinois | 


FACTORY — TAMPA, FLORIDA 
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Mandand Hotel 


OVERLOOKING LAKE MICHIGAN 


1,000 ROOMS FOR YOUR COMFORT AND GOOD LIVING 


5454 SOUTH SHORE DRIVE ¢ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


8 8 8 B88 OG BBG 8 BSS SSS AVS VAAAAAA TTF 


SEASON'S GREETINGS FROM 


MR. & MRS. HARRY FREEMAN 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DDD VWVDW WV WV WBW WWD WB VW VWVWBV VWVBVVVWVW WV VVSVSV VT VV VVVVT SV VVVVVSBVVVTVVWVWVWVW2VB 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 
MR. and MRS SAMUEL S. GERSTEIN 


424 Melrose Street Chicago, Illinois 

































SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


MR. and MRS. ELMER GERTZ 
6249 NORTH ALBANY AVENUE, CHICAGO 45, ILLINOIS 













DO OB BOGGS GBB (GDS HOG OSG VBS SS SSATP AASASAAT SAF 


Season’s Greetings 


from 


MR. & MRS. JOSEPH S. GRANT 


SOD OB BB BOOB OOO BOWS HOO HOBOS OSG OWOS SF VSB AASASTSATSAST SSF 


Season’s Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. JACOB GOODMAN 
Elmwood Park, Illinois 


SSBB BWW D DW DBD WW GDS BV VB BBV WVWVSVSBSBS GSB BODOG BSS S SVT VABABAATVSAASF 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


CONTINENTAL ART COMPANY 
1033 North Throop Street Chicago, Illinois 
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MORITZ J. KLEIN, President 


Wishes you a very Happy New Year and 
invites your patronage whenever in need of 
men’s smartest apparel at reasonable prices 


Sty lebilt 
HILTON CLOTHES 


AND HABERDASHERY 


3200 LINCOLN AVE. (Lincoln at Belmont) 


Chicago 13, Illinois 


CONSOLIDATED BOOK PUBLISHERS 


153 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE - CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 


CONTINENTAL ENVELOPE CORPORATION 
Manufacturers and Printers — Direct to Consumer 
JEROME MARGULIES, President 
2929 South Wabash Avenue Chicago 16, Illinois 


> SSS BS FB BSH SF HF 8 FF SSF BSF SSS FS BF SSF BF BSB BWAWSBAYT AAT TAA TAT 


A. J. COX & COMPANY 
EDITION BOOK BINDERS 


FOURTEENTH STREET AND INDIANA AVENUE 


eee 88 88D BOSS BSS SS BFF BSF BSS SF FF BSBA AT TBAB ATW AAA T TS 


SEASON'S GREETINGS from 


RUBENSTEIN BROTHERS, Jewelers 
5 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
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___Souson’s Greetings — 
FROM 


MR. anD MRS. MAX GREENE 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 











American Butt Co, SEASON'S GREETINGS 


from 


MANUFACTURERS 


HIGH GRADE COTTON BUFFS ANNES 
AND POLISHING WHEELS DEPARTMENT STORE 


be 
2414 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 


Chicago 16, Illinois 4810 NORTH MILWAUKEE AVE. 


Chicago 30, Illinois 
BEN P. SAX, Presmwent 
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We are pleased to announce that we have moved to a new home at 548 Lake 
Shore Drive, ground floor, where our spacious quarters and an en- 
larged, experienced office staff will enable us to maintain and 
excel our usual reliable service to our customers. 





JOSEPH LIPSHUTZ COMPANY 


WORLD WIDE INSURANCE 
SURVEY & SERVICE AGENCY, INC. 


Insurance Management 





OUR NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 
Michigan 2-3020 


548 Lake Shore Drive Chicago 11, Illinois 























A HAPPY NEW YE 
ne SEASON'S GREETINGS 


™ from 
Mr. and Mrs. 

Edgar P. Anstett CAPITOL 
and Paul... CONTAINERS 
and Johnny .. 
and Mark... 











SAUL GUREVITZ and 


JOE S. SCHENK 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 
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Season’s Greetings from 


WILLIAM 


A. POPE 


COMPANY 


w 


POWER PLANT PIPING 
Heating & Power Plants 


INSTALLATION 
REMODELING 


ww 
26 NORTH JEFFERSON STREET 
Chicago 6, Illinois 


Prone: STarte 2-4400 
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Season’s Greetings 


be 


A. Epstein and Sons 
ENGINEERS 
Ww 


2011 PERSHING ROAD 


Chicago 9, Illinois 


SSE SSE 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


TERRACE 
APARTMENTS 


628 Lenox Avenue 


Miami Beach, Florida 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS FROM 


Col aud Mes. Jacob Mi. Arvey 


Chicago, Illinois 


Rosh Hashana Greetings from 


THE BOARD OF JEWISH EDUCATION 


and 


THE COLLEGE OF JEWISH STUDIES 


Serving all Elementary, Secondary and Higher 
Jewish Education Schools 














NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. LOUIS G. KOTIN 


and 


MR. and MRS. ARTHUR D. LEWIS 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


To All Our Customers and Friends 


OVERLAND PRINTING COMPANY 


JACK SALENGER, President 


1001 West Washington Street Chicago 7, Illinois 
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3 . 
‘OFFICE OF THe GOVERNOR 
SPRINGFIELD 
OTTO KERNER 
GOVERKOR e oS 
August 2, 1961 
Mr. Benjanin Weintroub, Editor 
fhe Chicago Jewish Forum 
179 West Washington Streat 
Suite. 915 
Chicago 2, Iliincis ; ‘ 
Dear Mr. Weintroubs 
._ I am pleased to’ have this opportumity 
to extend my sincere best wishes to the Jewish people i 
eof Illinois on the occasicn of your New Year ‘celebration. i 
May Rosh Hashana $722 be for each of ; 
you a year of health, prosperity, and renewed dedica- 
tion to the ideals of your forefathers. 
me oe { 
; 
; 
’ 
a 
i 
; 
q 


This space has been arranged for by a friend of The Chicago Jewish Forum. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. DAVID BOROWITZ and FAMILY 


MR. & MRS. SAMUEL J. BASKIN 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 


WISH YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


& we ee GTO 2t2ee 





Oe WS SS SSS TTT Tee 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 
MR. AND MRS. LOUIS A. SHERMAN 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





& ee ee & GF ®272777t Oe OD 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS FROM 


MR. & MRS. SEYMOUR BERMAN 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


COO OOS SS SSS SS VT SVT AVTVAVATAAtS 





ee & SS & S SS BST B72 2A 2D 
Rosh Hashana Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. ISADORE BRANDZEL 
Chicago, Illinois 





0 8 8 8 GS SVS VSS VIS STAT SVSAASAAAAVAAATs 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


MR. and MRS. JEROME M. SAX 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
from 
MR. and MRS. SAMUEL SHKOLNIK 
7147 Cyril Court 
Chicago, Illinois 





& SSS SS @& SVT FF TATA 





Schoenwald Printing & Lithographing Co. 


107 NORTH WACKER DRIVE ¢ CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 
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WASHINGTON’S MOST 
FAMOUS HOTEL 


THE 
WILLARD 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Now at your service: 


NEWLY INSTALLED 
MODERN KOSHER KITCHEN 


AN ABBELL HOTEL 


GREETINGS FROM | 


Metalcraft 


CORPORATION 


* 


1840 N. CLYBOURN AVE. 
CHICAGO 14, ILLINOIS 


























ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
BEN N. VOLLEN 


HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 


THE ZIONIST 
ORGANIZATION 


of CHICAGO 


WISHES A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


To all members and their families 


SIDNEY J. LETUSH, President 


This advertisement paid for by a friend of Z.O.C. 





SEASON’S GREETINGS 


From 


HARRY A. ZISOOK 
AND SONS 


1711 East 71st Street 
Chicago, Illinois 











SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


Mr. and Mrs. 
SAMUEL WOLBERG 
and Family 


WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 
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LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
HOTEL 
Overlooking Lake Michigan 


181 EAST LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


Hospitality and Service 
at its Best 


SSS SSS SSS 
A Happy New Year from 
MR. & MRS. HARRY LEAF 


Chicago, Illinois 








SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


REGINALD J. HOLZER 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





POSS SS VSS VS VSSTVSTAVAS VISAS 


Happy New Year from 


I. HOLZMAN & CO. 


Established 1910 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
5415 West Madison Street 

Chicago 44, Illinois 
Telephone: EStebrook 9-3262 























SEASON’S GREETINGS 
FROM 


HOTEL GUYON 


4000 W. Washington Boulevard 
AND FROM 


DR. & MRS. GEORGE A. LONDON 


and 
MR. & MRS. JACK GALPER 





New Year Greetings 


from 


Mr. & Mrs. 
H. D. HEYMAN 





KAISERAIRE Conditioning Systems 


H.S. KAISER CO. 


Contractors - Engineers 


AIR CONDITIONING 
VENTILATING 


3344 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD. 
Chicago 24, Illinois 
Phone: NEvada 2-1400 


KKK ——— 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


from 


KENNY PAPER COMPANY 
822 SOUTH MAY STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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UNITED LIGHT 


INCORPORATED 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 
ENGINEERS 


6114 Soutrn Haustep STREET 
Chicago 21, Illinois 
Phone: WEntworth 6-0763 
SS SPSS TTVVV VT VVV TTT VT VVTVT VSS) 


Best Wishes For 
a Prosperous Year 
from 


MR. & MRS. 


JUSTIN G. TURNER 


Los Angeles, California 




















ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


DR. BERNARD SPIRO 
Marshall Field Annex 


Chicago, Illinois 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


For the Sake of Your Health 
Always Remember 


CAPITOL DAIRY CO. 


4236 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 15, IIl. 
3942 Ferdinand St., Chicago 24, IL 














a.p 


TYPOGRAPHERS 


222 SOUTH MORGAN STREET 
CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 


Telephone: TAylor 9-7487 





Rosh Hashana Greetings 
from 


Rabbi and Mrs. 
Abraham E. Abramowitz 


Chicago, Illinois 














CHICAGO 
SMOKED FISH CO. 


950 Fulton Market Street 
Chicago 6, Illinois 
Phone: MOnroe 6-5452 


CHICAGO 


CUSHMAN 
MOTOR DELIVERY CO. 
Highway Division—Fast Freight Between 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, Detroit, 
Cincinnati and Dayton 
Chicago Office: 1480 West Kinzie 
Chicago 22, Illinois 
Phone: HAymarket 1-6613 
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MORRIS R. DeWOSKIN & CO. 
HOTEL BROKERS 


105 W. Madison St., Chicago 2, Illinois - Phone: STate 2-9891 


SDDS DBS B WB BVBVBV BB BWW BBWS VW B BH BH BB GBB VTBVBVVSVB VS TVVPSVSA SVS VVVSSVVWVVWsF 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


DAVID DORIN 
2Y South La Salle Street - Chicago 3, Illinois 


New Year Greetings from 


SIDNEY D. DEUTSCH 
County Commissioner, Cook County 


Bn inl ae Rainn ind 





OOOO BTV SVFB VA VVAVA TV VTVTAAAAASF | 


Rosh Hashana Greetings from 


HARRY J. DIRECTOR, President i 


COUNCIL OF TRADITIONAL SYNAGOGUES 
of Greater Chicago 


BBG BBB BSB WW GH VSG VSB GSS SBVVSVBVVWSB BVWBVSVVWBVTVVWVWVWVBT VWBW 7WAWYW*WAS 


SMOLLER INSURANCE AGENCY 
Insurance Counsellors and Annuities 
141 West Jackson Boulevard Phone: WAbash 2-1978 
Seymour SMOLLER 


GF BFF BF BBB BSS FS BSS VFB VVWSBW WS BW WWW W7BVWWWVWWA{VIADSAS® 








SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


GEORGE J. TADROWSKI 


Rosh Hashana Greetings 5722 


THE SILBERMANS 
MILTON J. - MOLLIEH. - AVIVAL - ALAN HARVEY 








New Year Greetings from 


MR. and MRS. SAUL D. TANNENBAUM 
4880 Marine Drive ~ Chicago 40, Illinois 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 
JUDGE and MRS. HARRY G. HERSHENSON 


SSDS ST SVs FS FB VF FS BVSWVSFB VB BBV WBS BF BVVSBV VVS SST SSSSVSVTVT SS SSVVWVVsVTsVsweVv—sVswsesess® 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. A. PAUL HOLLEB 


, : 
Season’s Greetings from 


IMPERIAL BAKING COMPANY 
LOUIS DWORKIN, President 
1015-25 North Damen Avenue - Chicago 22, Illinois 


SOF BF BG BSB HBB GB GHGS GBB BB FSB SBVVAWSB VWF VAABTAAAASF 








ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS From 


THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND COUNCIL 
WILLIAM J. ROBINSON, Pres.; BERNARD SHULMAN, Honorary Pres.; RABBI WM. Z. NOVICK, Exec. Director 


SOB SSF BBD BH GB BBWS GBS OGG GGG BSF OSS FBS SFSSSVSPB SSAA ATASSASVAAAVSATSSF 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 
MR. & MRS. M. T. HORWICH 


ne 
Oak Park, Illinois 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 
MR. and MRS. SAMUEL N. KATZIN 
5530 South Shore Drive Chicago 37, Illinois 


> ° 
Season’s Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. J. THEODORE HOLLANDER 


Tucson, Arizona 


SDB BBB BBB BBB BBO BHF HF VWSS SS SSS S SSSA ASAAATSASF 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


from 
MR. & MRS. HARRY D. KOENIG & FAMILY 
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Season’s Greetings from 
GORDON TRAVEL SERVICE 
Specialists in Travel to Israel, Europe, and Russia 
220 South State Street - Chicago 4, Illinois 


oe 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


SAMUEL BERKE 
MASTER IN CHANCERY, SUPERIOR COURT 


OPTS TOO SPE O TOTO OST VU TOV UVSVVVTV VV TTTVT TTS 
SEASON'S GREETINGS from 
Master in Chancery EARL A. DEUTSCH and Family 


125 Crescent Drive, Glencoe, Illinois 


RRA 


JOSEPH S. GRANT MORTGAGE COMPANY 


All Types Of First Mortgage Loans 
Alsa Private Funds for Difficult Loans 
(We Cooperate With Attorneys) 
33 North La Salle Street, Chicago 2, Illinois - Phone: CEntral 6-8400 


PSD WDD WWW DW BV DWV WWD DB WD BV WV BWW VWVW BW BV BWW BW WV WWW WWW FW VW VWWVNWV WWWW“W*®2WW“*2*MS% 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 
SAMUEL S. CAPLAN 
MARVIN Envelope & Paper Company 
2040 W. North Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 


eee =e 











Happy New Year from LEON ZIMMERMAN and SONS 


CAPITOL PAINT & VARNISH WORKS 
13846 West Concord Place Phone BRunswick 8-5432-3 


~e 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 


MR. & MRS. JACK DAVIDSON 


Chicago, Illinois 








DSSS BOSS VSS STASVATVAASF 





SDSS WS BBB BVA FBS AWAWFA BAWAATBTATVASF 


Season’s Greetings to Our Many Friends 
CHICAGO CONSUMPTIVE AID SOCIETY 


DR. GEORGE J. LONDON, President 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS 


w 


y. UtsMeth 


4 


Chicago 2, Illinois 

















KOSHER ZION 
SAUSAGE COMPANY 


OF CHICAGO 


David Manaster, President 


Manufacturers of 


COOKED, SMOKED AND 
PICKLED MEAT PRODUCTS 


Under U.S. Govt. Supervision—Est. No. 1 


159-161 SOUTH WATER MARKET 
SEeley 8-2208 


















THE OFFICERS AND THE STAFF OF 


Extend to the Jewry of Chicago 


Their Warmest Wishes for 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 














ROSH HASHANA 
GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
SOLOMON E. 
HARRISON 
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| SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


NORTH SHORE SAVINGS NATIONAL BANK 
1737 W. HOWARD STREET 
CHICAGO 


DDB BBB BBB BBB BG BS BB BWSSB VWSVB VV VVSVSBVWSVWFB VST BV VWVVWSBV VW* BW BV BBW WV VW VW*W*WVW*SB 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 
from 


MR. and MRS. MAX A. KOPSTEIN 


Chicago, Illinois 








LCOS SS WS SSBB WWW WW SVS BSS BB BVVWAWSB VSS VFA BWW TT FWB FWA AWAASB 


New Year Greetings from 
STATE SENATOR 


MARSHALL KORSHAK 
134 North La Salle Street - Chicago, Illinois 


ES 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


BERNARD S. NEISTEIN 
AND FAMILY 


STATE SENATOR — 31st DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC WARD COMMITTEEMAN — 29th Ward 


NN 888 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


from 


MR. & MRS. GEORGE N. KOTIN 


NNN NAT 8 Tt 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


RELIABLE DRUGS COMPANY 
110 West Hubbard Street - Chicago 11, Illinois 


a 


PHILIP REINISCH COMPANY 


Wishes You a Happy and Prosperous New Year 
666 Lake Shore Drive - Chicago 11, Illinois 
———— eee 


RODIN BROTHERS COMPANY 


DRY CLEANING and LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT 
1331 S. Michigan Avenue Chicago 5, Illinois 
Telephone: WAbash 2-8313 
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Interlaken SINAT KOSHER STAR 
— SAUSAGE FACTORY 


EAGLE RIVER, WISCONSIN 
A WONDERFUL PLACE 


Where Your Son Can Develop a Sound Mind . 
In a Sound Body ©) 














1000 WEST PERSHING ROAD 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


Glorious Environment—Inspiring Care and WORLD FAMOUS 


Instruction—Excellent Cuisine 
Demanded exclusively by lovers of 


* quality foods 
For Information, See or Phone GUARANTEED KOSHER AND PURE 
JOSEPH KUPCINET 


2737 W. Catalpa Tel. AR 1-6610 48——==- 48 























THE CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK 


IN CHICAGO 
Extends Greetings to Friends and Customers for a Happy New Year 
Roosevelt Road at Halsted Street : Chicago 8, Illinois 


Bees eeeees 





POOH VOSS BVBGBBVSB SF SVS SVFTSTSVAASVAAAAFe 


A Happy New Year to All Our Friends and to Kol Yisroel 
from 


MR. & MRS. HAROLD H. ADELMAN 
Belmont Hotel Chicago, Illinois 


SO BSB VBS SF SWS AAAVAAAF 





DSW VSS VOSA VWATWAAA VAG 


New Year Greetings from 


APEX PAPER BOX CORPORATION 
DESIGNERS, MANUFACTURERS 
311 West Superior Street - Chicago 10, Illinois 
A 
LA SALLE CASUALTY COMPANY 
221 North La Salle Street 


SEYMOUR B. ORNER, President 
Phone: Financial 6-7500 
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Season’s Greetings from 


The North Shore Hotel 


Davis Street & Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, Ill. 


and 


The Central Plaza Hotel 


321 Central Avenue 
Chicago 44, IIL 


— 


Greetings from 


Saul Plast 
and MM. DB. Logan 












MARSHALL HOTEL 


1232 N. LA SALLE ST. 
Chicago 11, Illinois 
* 
CENTRALLY LOCATED 
CONVENIENT 
REASONABLE RATES 


= 







A Happy New Year 








from 





Max A. Reinstein 
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SHELLEY 
Steel & Fabricating Corp. 


Sheets - Strip - Plates - Coils 


Complete Steel Service 


WAREHOUSE and SPECIALTY 
STEEL PRODUCTS 


OFFICES AND WAREHOUSE 
1371-80 NORTH BRANCH ST. 
Chicago 22, Illinois 













QUALITY HOUSE 


Nationally Advertised 


LIQUORS, WINES 
and CORDIALS 
210 W. MADISON STREET 
Chicago 3, Illinois 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


JULIUS and JEANETTE LOPIN 
6700 N. Kedvale Ave. 
Lincolnwood, Ill. 





— ~ 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS 


AMALGAMATED TRUST & SAVINGS BANK 
111 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO 


Complete Banking Service 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


PODS BSBWTBBWBWVSVSBV WD DB GBB WB BBB VSB BVSVSVSB SVB FVSVSB VS VSS FB SVS VAT V VSS VASVSSsF 


AMERICANA MOTEL 


NORTH AVENUE and MANNHEIM ROAD 
MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS 


, 
Season’s Greetings from 


ALL STATE BUILDERS & LUMBER COMPANY 
2939 South Cicero Avenue 2; Cicero 50, Illinois 

















NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
from 


ZIV STEEL AND WIRE COMPANY 
2945 W. Harrison Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


eee TWD FF OOF BF FB TBS SBSF BBB SFT BAS SSF BF BF BOBS S SBS BF BBAWAWBWAWST BWAAW TAA A ASG SSF 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
from 


ABBELL, ABBELL & ROSENBLUM 


SB FSF BB BF BBB BSF FB BSF BSB BF BBS SSSSF BSF BBWAA BWSWA FH TSBSB AWA TAA TSS 







SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. & MRS. MEYER WEINBERG and FAMILY 
6037 No. Christiana Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 


SOD BBB BBB SB BBS VBS BBB SSS FB FF GS VSVVS SF FBV FTTVASVS*ASVSSVS*AWATVASAF 








Season’s Greetings from 


E. P. STEINBERG 
ARCHITECT 
180 West Washington Street Chicago 2, Illinois 
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


from 


MR. and MRS. HENRY W. KENOE 


eee See eeeeouwe 





Ss eeeee fe 





Pewee eseeteewe a 


Season’s Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. SYDNEY R. WEISBERG 


SSS SSS 
New Year Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. MAURICE H. KAMM 


See eeeewee 
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S&S SS Seeweeees 


Season’s Greetings from 


THE 756 BUILDING GROUP 
Chicago, Illinois 


eee 


SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


MR. AND MRS. SIDNEY LEVINSON 
29 E. MADISON STREET, CHICAGO 
a 
Season’s Greetings from 


THE CONSOLIDATED CHEMICAL WORKS 


Manufacturing Chemists 
1715 South Halsted Street - Chicago 8, Illinois 





A Banal 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


UNIVERSAL PEN HOSPITAL 


16 North Clark Street, Chicago 2, Illinois 








eee 
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aT | 
SEASON’S GREETINGS 











from 


HOLLEB’S SUPREME FOODS 


SOD DSDNA DBVBS VS VWS BSB HSBSB SGV BBS WSS VAG FAAS VBS VWAA AAS 





Season’s Greetings from 


PERSKY, PHILLIPS & BERZOCK 
Chicago, Illinois 


SSS Ves esVeSTeVe2ee 








Se eS & SGT Teese 


LEITNER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


Food Service Equipment - Tavern Equipment 
| 2535 N. 25th Street - Franklin Park, Illinois 


SO BBG BBB GOB OWOOB VV VSS VAP FVAVATVA VASAT 








Season’s Greetings from 


JUDGE & MRS. HARRY H. MALKIN 


S&S SS BASSAS BOTTA 8B8OTtS ee ee eee 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 
MR. and MRS. MAURICE B. LIPPMAN 


Indianapolis, Indiana 











Se S SSS SSSA TATA 4 > & ee & S SS BeTeeF 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 
MR. and MRS. MARVIN GREENBERG 


227 Greenleaf Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 








SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. M. O. LUSTIG 
CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 


Season’s Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. M. D. LOGAN and FAMILY 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


| CRYSTAL WINE COMPANY 


The Home of Crystal Kosher 
NEW YORK STATE CONCORD GRAPE WINE 
1385 North Branch Street Chicago, Illinois 
ABRAHAM FINKELSTEIN, President 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 


WM. J. KLIBANOW & COMPANY, INC. 
| 110 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois 


| SB 88S FF SSF FFF FB FBS GBF PF BSB BSF VSS SSS SASAASA AA SVAATF 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


J. A. DUBOW MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
2037 North Campbell Avenue — 5816 South Lowe Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 












A Happy New Year 


from 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 









from 


LOU'S Z, GRANT MORRIS 
and FAMILY S PE C; T () R 


dln aide Minti Miia tiniest, i i. i, in i ee en ee eee eee “7777474 ee 









SEASON'S GREETINGS from 
JULIUS GORE COMPANY 


110 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois 








SF FB FBGA WBF BBS WSS GBB BVS SB BVBVBV WB BVBWVBBBVBVVWWW{VW(WSBV WW WVWVWSA 


HAROLD E. FRIEDMAN 
GRAND MASTER, PROGRESSIVE ORDER OF THE WEST 
| Extends sincere wishes for a very Happy New Year 


to friends, relatives, and to Kol Yisroel 


oe re 
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NENFELD SEASON’S GREETINGS | 
BIE from 
GLASS CORPORATION 
OF ILLINOIS 
Me and Mes. Joe Sher 
Chicago’s Most Complete Stock 
of GLASS and 
ok 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION Y)}.. anid VI). ’ 
Is Our Specialty 
ye Seymour Cigelnih 
1525 WEST 35th STREET 
Chicago 9, Illinois Chicago, Illinois 
Phone LAfayette 3-8400 | 














GREETINGS from 


| COMMERCIAL LIGHT COMPANY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
215 So. Morgan Street, Chicago 7, Illinois | 


RODS WDD BBS SSDS BV WS VMS BSW SF FS BWW SB ASMA WWF 


| Phone: MOnroe 6-1422 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 








From ALDERMAN & MRS. SEYMOUR F. SIMON 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


———————————————_—&_&<_{*—*————;<&<&;{<*;_—R——@&&;;_——K_————EEEEEeeeee 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. LOUIS ROVNER 


SOD OOHOOB OBB BWOWSB BSB WS BBV BSSSB VSB VSS VSS SBSAAAASAA VTS 








Season’s Greetings from 


NATIONAL GAS & OIL CO. 
2429 West 25th Street - Chicago 8, Illinois 














; 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


M. ECKER 


and COMPANY 
PAINTERS 


aa monae 


5374 North Elston Avenue 








Chicago 30, Illinois 


a 


THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM 















The 
HAMILTON 
HOTEL 


20 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


Where Every Guest Receives 
a Red Carpet Welcome 


SOLOMON E. HARRISON DAVID ZARANSKY 














Warmest Wishes 
for a 


Happy New Year 


* 


JUDGE 


WILLIAM J. TUOHY 


























Sincere Wishes 
for a 


Happy New Year 


* 


JUDGE 


HENRY L. BURMAN 
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Season’s Greetings from 


SAMUEL F. HILLMAN 


President NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
‘ from 
| Peoples. ROBERTS-LANG-GRAY, Inc. 


National Bank General Contractors 


“A Bank For All People” 


aenemeetics 


OGDEN AT MADISON, CHICAGO 5138 West Madison Street 


Chicago 44, Illinois 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
Member Federal Reserve System 























PARK DEARBORN HOTEL 


1260 NORTH DEARBORN STREET 


CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 





DSB BBWB WAG WS BV VB FB VSS VWSVS WS VW VBVAVOWSVAWSVSF BF BW ®WBWBWVWVWFT BV WVWTBTWBWAB HAH AAD AASA ASA 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
from 


MR. & MRS. MILTON H. MILLER 


6048 North Fairfield 
Chicago, Illinois 


a A ei anna Malini inn tina dn din atin tin tia tl dita ti A ti ate a ti 





Se Seo 2Te7*t2F 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. NATHAN A. MITTELMAN 
| 2440 North Lakeview Avenue Chicago 14, Illinois 
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H. G. PRIZANT & CO. 


* 


AIR CONDITIONING, 
COOLING and VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS 


* 








3725 N. Talman Avenue 
Chicago 18, Illinois 
Phone EAstgate 7-1600 





HOTEL 
PLAZA 


w 


Facing Lincoln Park 
and 
Overlooking Lake Michigan 

* 
NORTH AVENUE AND 
CLARK STREET 


Chicago 10, Illinois 























ORNER & 
SHAYNE, Inc. 


REAL ESTATE 
and MANAGEMENT 


220 EAST GARFIELD BLVD. 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. 
JULES LENTIN 








Seneca Hotel 


Chicago, Illinois 





NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
LOUIS T. HERZON 


5060 N. Marine Drive 


Chicago, Illinois 





SEASON’S GREETINGS 


SERVICE 
DECORATING COMPANY 


PAINTING & DECORATING 
3848 North Clark Street 
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.. SALAMI... PASTRAMI 
.-- BOLOGNA 


for delicious magic—easy meals 





LOOK FOR THE VIENNA RED AND 
YELLOW PACKAGE 


VIENNA SAUSAGE MFG. C0. 


Chicago 7, Illinois 














Season’s Greetings 


from 


Max Richard Kraus 


w 


105 West Adams Street 


Chicago 8, Illinois 


ww 





























ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
MILTON SILVERSTEIN 
1640 East 50th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


MR. and MRS. 
NAT M. KAHN 
Highland Park, Illinois 








— aiees 











SEASON’S GREETINGS 


From 


MR. and MRS. 
RICHARD L. RITMAN 


139 North Clark Street 


Chicago, Illinois 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 
NORTHWEST HOME 
OF THE AGED 


2942 PALMER STREET 


MICHAEL F. ZLATNIK, President 
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Season’s Greetings 


from 


JUDGE and MRS. SAMUEL B. EPSTEIN 





New Year Greetings from 


JUDGE and MRS. HYMAN FELDMAN 
and Daughters 
INA and SUSAN 








NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. ALEC E. WEINROB 
4524 North Mozart Street, Chicago, Illinois 





ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. SYDNEY R. MAROVITZ 
2536 W. Coyle Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 


ee 





4 PSO BSW SSF BVH VATA 4H 2TH 


May the New Year Holidays bring joy to our many friends everywhere 


FLORSHEIM SHOE COMPANY 
MAKERS OF FINE SHOES FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
Chicago 6, Illinois 


OOO OAR OOPS S SECT T OTT USSU TS 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


from 


MR. & MRS. DAVID A. KLEIN 


Season’s Greetings from 


MR. & MRS. SIDNEY FIELD 
Chicago, Illinois 








a 
SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. & MRS. A. E. LEVIN 
Chicago, Illinois 
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“Summit Service Satisfies” 


SUMMIT ELECTRIC CO. 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
1405 DIVERSEY PARKWAY 
Phone: EAstgate 7-5975 
Chicago 14, Illinois 


& Se GS SS GS SSA FT B® BVOVA2D2D2A8OOFS 


Republic Plumbing and 
Heating Supply Co. 


1970 CLYBOURN AVENUE 
CHICAGO 14, ILLINOIS 
Phone: Lincoln 9-5000 


MANUEL B. KAPLAN, President 


A Happy New Year from 


DAVID B. EISENBERG 


201 E. WALTON ST. 
Chicago 26, Illinois 





DSBS FB BWV SSAA SFVAG AAAs 


HAROLD D. FRIEDMAN 


Chicago Construction Co. 
707 Dell Road 


Northbrook, Ill. 


Extends to you heartiest wishes 


for A Happy New Year 
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Season’s Greetings from 


SEAMAN BAG CO. 
H. L. SEAMAN, President 


w 


2512 South Damen Avenue 


Attractive Weekly Rates 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


WaBASH AVENUE at RooseEvEeLt Roap 


Chicago 5, Illinois 
HArrison 7-7582 
P. S. COOPER, Mgr. 





ee eS BV BS FB BVOBOWOFZDVW*SV*TVWAAASBSA 


WE WISH OUR MANY FRIENDS 
A VERY PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 


Ww 


Mr. & Mrs. |. Deemar 


2912 COMMONWEALTH AVE. 
Chicago 14, Illinois 





DSSS WS BWV STS TST VAST SVAVFATVASSF 


Season’s Greetings from 


DUNN PRODUCTS 


Gloves — Aprons — Footwear 
Clothing for Industrial Workers 


1214-22 West Madison Street 
Chicago 7, Illinois 
EDWARD R. GLICK, President 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS A HAPPY NEW YEAR 











from 
ILNO 
KOSHER 
SAUSAGE AARON WEINRAUB 
COMPANY AND FAMILY 
730 West 12th Place 
Chicago 7, Illinois * 


Serving the Jewish People with 
Kosher Delicatessen Products 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
For Over 60 Years 




















ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 
MR. & MRS. JULIUS FISHMAN 

MR. & MRS. JACOB FISHMAN 

MR. & MRS. SAMUEL FISHMAN | 


Chicago, Illinois 





FOR YOUR DAILY BREAD 
ask for | 


ROSEN’S RYE BREAD 
every day of the year 





ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


MR. and MRS. HAROLD L. ROSENBERG | 
3726 Lake Shore Drive . Chicago 13, Illinois 
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Season’s Greetings! SEASON’S GREETINGS 


ENGLEWOOD seecemenneie 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLY CO, | SARE GORR PRIN : 


THE COMPLETE PRINTING SERVICE 
Jobbers and Distributors 


ELECTRICAL AND 
FIXTURE SUPPLIES oa ig 
5801-03 South Halsted Street a Sa ee 
Chicago 21, Illinois Bittersweet 8-1331 





1801 West Byron Street 





A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
from 
MR. & MRS. ROBERT H. KRASNOW 


PDD DSB BBD VLG DW DODOBOGBB BBS VSVSSVVSVVVSFVSVSTVVVVVTVVVVVTSVFTSVAVIAts 





. . - Here in America no racial stock or religious denomination or social group can arrogate to itself any 
priority or superiority over one another. No one can claim that he or she is more American than any 
other fellow-American. We all have an equal stake, share and responsibility in America’s past, present 


and future... ga m 




















| ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 


MAURICE NORMAN, President 
PALMER HOUSE DRUG STORE NORMAN DRUG STORES 


55 East Washington Street a cn Chicago, Illinois 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 


LAKE-RIVER TERMINALS, Inc. 
LIQUID CHEMICALS AND PETROLEUM 
5005 South Harlem Avenue Berwyn, Illinois 


| SSBB BB GF BOGOF GSB GBS OGHOASOowoaowVB OWS OSS VS SSSA SSAA SASAATF | 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 
MR. AND MRS. MAURICE A. FRANK 


763 Grove Street Glencoe, Illinois 











SDDS BSB OD HBSS BBWS WS WS VOSS BBWS GF BS SS SSS FFB SVS SSS SAVAWSASTST SV SSASASV*SSVASBTF | 


A Happy New Year from 


MR. & MRS. HERMAN TUCKER 
2930 Commonwealth Avenue - Chicago 14, Illinois 
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alinietameen — 











For Better BOXES, Call MOnroe 6-6465 


MUTUAL PAPER BOX 
CORPORATION 


1500 W. HARRISON STREET, CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 


Packaging for all Industries 





ee eee Bees 





SEASON’S GREETINGS 


MR. AND MRS. SOL BOLNICK and Family 
3750 LAKE SHORE DRIVE, CHICAGO 


BGS HGF BGG OBS OFHOAHSBOB VSB VPS VAVSFP VTP SVVVSVVWSVVVF*SSVese 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


MR. AND MRS. PHILIP HOFFMAN and Family 








SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. & MRS. PHIL OSCHERWITZ 
3430 LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


SOO SB BF BSF BBB SSS BF BSF HBSS F VSB FB VOWS FBVWSBBWAWSFW VAST V*AW*VW**VWAW*VAVAATF 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


CHICAGO 


MR. and MRS. N. P. STEINBERG 








415 Aldine Avenue, Chicago, Illinois } 
SEASON’S GREETINGS SEASON’S GREETINGS | 
DEE and LABAN Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Zakon 
Custom Tailors and Family 
19 S. WELLS STREET 5840 West Adams Street 
STate 2-2899 Chicago 
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shale wy 


Lal park 


the jewish burial ground of unsurpassed beauty 


Rand Road (U. S. 12) at Wilke Road Palatine, Illinois 
BRIARGATE 4-2236 CLEARBROOK $-3520 


New Year Greetings from 


BETH AM, THE PEOPLES SYNAGOGUE 


7133 South Coles Avenue 
Eric Friedland, Rabbi Gerald Herst, President 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


BET EL TEMPLE 
3050 Touhy Avenue 








VICTOR WEISBERG, Rabbi JOSEPH POPPIE, President 























ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS From 
NER TAMID CONGREGATION OF NORTH TOWN | 


2754 West Rosemont Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 




















STANLEY J. SCHACTER, Rabbi JACOB FISHMAN, President 
NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
WEST SUBURBAN TEMPLE HAR ZION 
1040 N. Harlem Avenue, River Forest, Illinois 
Moshe Babin, Rabbi—Max Chill, President—Harold Brindell, Cantor—Dr. 1. Chaim Pomerantz, Exec. Dir. 


qq 


Rosh Hashana Greetings 








THE ANSHE EMET SYNAGOGUE Congregation Shaare Tikvah 


5800 North Kimball Avenue 
Chicago 45, Illinois 

To All Its Members And Friends Dr. Morris A. Gutstein, Rabbi 

Bernard Cohen, President 


Extends New Year Greetings 
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ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


from 


CHICAGO SINAI CONGREGATION 


5350 South Shore Drive Chicago, Illinois 


New Year Greetings from 


BETH AM, THE PEOPLES SYNAGOGUE 
7183 South Coles Avenue 
ERIC FRIEDLAND, Rabbi ROBERT ADLER, President 


SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


NORTH SUBURBAN SYNAGOGUE, BETH EL 
1175 Sheridan Road, Highland Park, Illinois 
PHILIP L. LIPIS, rabbi — ALBERT H. DOLIN, president 


8 FB BF BBB SSBB BWSB FF BBB SSS BF VSB BVSBVVWVWSB VSB VWSASTVA*AVWAVAF 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS FROM 
TEMPLE ISAIAH ISRAEL 
HAYIM G. PERELMUTER, Rabbi ROBERT ADLER, President 
1100 Hyde Park Boulevard, Chicago 15, Illinois 


8 8 8B BH 8 8 HGF OVS SVS SVS SASF SVT AVASVASVASTAS 


New Year Greetings from 


EMANUEL CONGREGATION 
5959 North Sheridan Road 
HERBERT E. SCHAALMAN, Rabbi— A. L. FADER, President 


DSB SDB WW WSA BVBVBWSVWSVWSBVVW*N WV BVWVWB®WWVWVW*WFW*VA7FB 








See Stes eTeeseewse 


Rosh Hashana Greetings from 


NORTH SHORE CONGREGATION ISRAEL 


Edgar E. Siskin, Rabbi Glencoe, Illinois 


eee 


SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


CONGREGATION SOLEL, Glencoe, Illinois 


ARNOLD JACOB WOLF, Rabbi ALLEN LEVIS, President 


eee 
ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 


SOUTH SHORE TEMPLE, 7215 S. Jeffery 
Ahron Opher, Rabbi 








Dr. Carl Greenberg, President 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM 
THE CHICAGO FEDERATION OF THE UNION 
OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 


RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Executive Director 


SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


THE CHICAGO BOARD of RABBIS 
72 EAST 11th STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
SEASON’S GREETINGS 


MR. and MRS. MORRIS GITLITZ 
and FAMILY 
5052 Marine Drive, Chicago | 


NEW YEAR GREETINGS 


CONGREGATION EZRAS ISRAEL of WEST ROGERS PARK 
7001 N. California Avenue 
BENZION KAGANOFF, Rabbi : PAUL ROSENBERG, President 





























ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


LAKEVIEW ANSHE SHOLOM B’NAI ISRAEL 


HERMAN L. DAVIS, Rabbi 
540 W. Melrose Street Chicago, Illinois 
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ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


HARTMAN-MILLER Inc. 


Beautiful — New — Spacious — Air Conditioned Chapels 
3021 West Lawrence Avenue - Chicago 25, Illinois 


———E 


ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS 


RODFEI-ZEDEK 
CONGREGATION TEMPLE BETH-ISRAEL 


4850 N. Bernard St., Chicago 25 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


5200 Hyde Park Boulevard 








RALPH SIMON, Rabbi Ernst M. Lorce, Rabbi 
JOSEPH PINKUS, President MARTIN H. COHEN, President 
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


CONGREGATION B’NAI ZION 
HENRY FISHER, Rabbi — SEYMOUR BERMAN, President 
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SHANAH TOVAH GREETINGS 


THE NILES TOWNSHIP JEWISH CONGREGATION 
4500 DEMPSTER STREET, SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 


SIDNEY J. JACOBS, Rabbi IRVING BOLON, President 
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ROSH HASHANA GREETINGS from 


CONGREGATION K.I.N.S. OF WEST ROGERS PARK 
2800 West North Shore Avenue, Chicago 45, Illinois 


MOSES MESCHELOFF, Rabbi SAMUEL BRODY, President 
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Season’s Greetings 


BRENNER CASKET CO. 
2607 West Roosevelt Road - Chicago 8, Illinois 
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ee SS SSS SATS Teese 





wee ee % ®®e*e ee 


SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


DR. and MRS. ALEX BENDERSKY 
6175 North Wolcott Avenue Chicago 25, Illinois 
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MID - CITY CONTAINER COMPANY 
1225 SOUTH TALMAN AVENUE 
CHICAGO 8, ILLINOIS 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


MR. and MRS. DAVID H. GROSS 
3500 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS from 
IRVING SALAMON 


MIDWEST TOOL AND SUPPLY SURPLUS CO. 
545 W. Lake Street, Chicago 6, Illinois 
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ABRAHAM LAZERSON, President 


HERMAN LAZERSON FRED TEITELBAUM 


pane CONSTRUCTION CO. 
Solar Light Mig. Co. GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Manufacturers of REMODELING OF ALL KINDS 
LIGHTING FIXTURES 


For Homes, Hotels and Stores 


Since 1926 


e 


Ww 
5526 NORTH KEDZIE AVENUE 








400 NORTH ASHLAND AVENUE Telephone COrnelia 7-7676 


CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS Chicago 25, Illinois 


Phone: CHesapeake 3-6262 

















Three Generations of Service to Chicago 
SEASON’S GREETINGS 


WEINSTEIN BROTHERS ~~ 


Memorial Chapel - On Devon Avenue Mr. and Mrs. MAURICE J. ZUBER 


and 


1300 WEST DEVON AVENUE 


Private Parking Lot 


Mr. and Mrs. ROBERT GOLTER 


————————— SSS 
Designed for beauty and dignity with the finest 
appointments for the comfort of families 
in their hour of sorrow 


E. E. McCELDOWNEY 
North Chapel - 1300 W. Devon Avenue 

ROgers Park 1-2400 PLASTERING CONTRACTOR 
West Chapel - 3600 W. Roosevelt Road 
| KEdzie 3-4000 189 West Madison Street 


MYRON WEINSTEIN - HOWARD WEINSTEIN ; _ 
TED WEINSTEIN Chicago 2, Illinois 









































